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60P WHERE SOLD 


SAFETY PLEA TO 
FESTIVE DRINKERS 


Report by Naomi Penrose _ 

CHRISTMAS revellers are being urged to enjoy themselves in 
Oswestry and Welshpool - but do it safely and sensibly. 

The plea comes as safety measures were this week ramped up in Oswestry to 
ensure festive drinkers have trouble-free nights out and councillors in Welsh¬ 
pool voiced concerns about a rise in anti-social behaviour in the region. 

And it also comes as ambulance bosses urged drinkers to be sensible after a spike in 
alcohol-related calls last weekend. Sergeant Keith Steele of West Mercia Police this week 
confirmed publicans in Oswestry will be able to wipe surfaces in their pubs to determine 
whether drugs have been used on the premises. 

He said the wipes are being used in a bid to tackle recreational drug use, particularly 
cocaine. “We want to ensure that everyone has a safe night out Oswestry, especially dur¬ 
ing the upcoming festive period,” he said. “This is something that happens on nights out 



PCSO Andy Neeves with the knife arch 


Failure to take 
A&E decision 
is a ‘black day’ 

THE failure this week of NHS chiefs to agree 
to take the next step in a shake-up of health 
services represents a “black day” for Shrop¬ 
shire and Mid Wales, Montgomeryshire MP 
Glyn Davies said. 

The Shropshire and Telford Clinical Com¬ 
missioning groups failed to agree on a de¬ 
cisive way forward for reform at a crunch 
meeting on Monday evening. Despite receiv¬ 
ing recommendations from the Future Fit 
group, which includes siting the county’s 
A&E service at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospi¬ 
tal, the recommendations were not accepted 
and the Future Fit board has been asked to 
go away and do more work. 

Mr Davies said: “Anyone who cares about 
the delivery of NHS care to the residents of 
Shropshire and Mid Wales will be weeping 
tears of despair. The consultation we were 
expecting in the New Year will not now take 
place. It is a black day for the NHS in Shrop¬ 
shire and Mid Wales, which may well lead to 
migration of services out of Shropshire and 
Mid Wales altogether, and mean real threats 
to the future of the services we depend on. 

“In all my years involved with public ser¬ 
vices delivery, I have never known anything 
like it.” 

• Delay - See Page 3 


in market towns. Cocaine is seen as a rec¬ 
reational drug and these swipes will give 
us a positive indication of whether drugs 
have been used. We know that some peo¬ 
ple would rather pay £10 or £20 for some 
cocaine because that saves them buying a 
load of beers, that’s something we want to 
stamp out.” 

Police have also said sniffer dogs will be 
out on patrol with officers in a bid to make 
sure drugs do not find their way into pubs 
and clubs. Meanwhile, a weapon detecting 
knife arch is to be installed outside Gib¬ 
sons nightclub in New Street in a further 
safety move. Oswestry PCSO Andy Neeves 
demonstrated the new kit at the town’s 
police station on Tuesday. 

Shropshire Council has also confirmed 
taxi marshals will be making a return 
to Oswestry over the busy party season, 
starting from tomorrow (Friday). The 
marshals will be in the town between the 
hours of 11pm and 4am on Fridays and 
Saturday nights over the Christmas and 
New Year period. The initiative offers as¬ 
sistance to revellers who need a taxi home. 

Welshpool festive revellers have also 
been urged to enjoy themselves sensibly 
following growing concerns about a rise in 
crime figures in Powys. 

Powys County Council’s police scrutiny 
committee was told there had been a 13.8 
per cent increase in crime for Powys this 
year. Anti-social behaviour had increased 
by 6.7 per cent in the past year. Mayor 
of Welshpool Councillor Steve Kaye has 
urged drinkers to stay safe during the 
party season. 

He said: “Many people end up far too 
drunk before the night’s even started be¬ 
cause they’ve bought cheap booze from the 
supermarket and drank too much before 
they’ve gone out. People can have a good 
time without getting in such a state and 
this pre-loading also means our pubs are 
losing out because not as much money is 
being spent on drinks in them.” 

The safe and sensible message was ech¬ 
oed by West Midlands Ambulance Service, 
which covers the Oswestry area. Para¬ 
medic Peter Bowles said almost 3,500 calls 
were made to the service on Saturday by 
midnight. Some 600 calls were also made 
in the next four hours. 

Mr Bowles said more than half of the 
calls he responded to were alcohol-related. 


Coat scheme warms the heart 



Sam Teare shows off some of the coats which will be given away to help keep people warm this winter 


A DRIVE to keep families warm this winter has got 
off to a toasty start. 

Coats in the Community was launched only a few 
weeks ago but has already had more than 40 coats 
donated to be given away for free. 

The scheme, started up by Oswestry woman Sam 
Teare, was set up to help those in need this Christ¬ 
mas, as the temperatures have started to plummet. 

Sam said the idea came to her when she was 
having a wardrobe clear-out, and noticed just how 
many coats she had in perfect condition that she 
didn’t wear. 

She said: “It’s gone really well so far. We’ve had 
more than 40 coats donated and I know we’ve got 
at least another 20 on the way, which is fantastic. 

“It’s been brilliant to see so many people donat¬ 
ing and thinking about others.” 

The drive has attracted so much popularity that 
Oswestry community interest company Chalk have 


approached Sam to get involved. The company, 
which holds an open house and cooks Christmas 
dinner for those in need at The Centre in Oak 
Street, Oswestry, has asked whether the coats can 
be given out to those who eat with them on Christ¬ 
mas Day. 

Sam, who works as a team manager at the Co-op 
in Victoria Road, Oswestry, said she was happy to 
have been asked. “It’s brilliant how far this has 
gone and I know just how appreciative everyone 
will be,” she said. 

Although preparations are almost finalised for 
the open house, the Co-op has agreed to donate 
some of the finishing touches to the meal including 
various condiments including cranberry sauce and 
cooking oil. 

People can drop off coats at the Co-op in Victoria 
Road or, to find out more details, search for Coats 
in the Community on Facebook. 


ENERGY 

Ministers 'must 
look at wind farm 
evidence carefully' 

MINISTERS need to consider all evi¬ 
dence from a consultation thoroughly be¬ 
fore reopening a public inquiry into plans 
to build two wind farms in Mid Wales, a 
campaigner has said. 

Jonathan Wilkinson, from Montgom¬ 
eryshire Against Pylons, has spoken out 
after the Government confirmed Energy 
Secretary Greg Clark is continuing the 
redetermination of the planning applica¬ 
tions for the Llanbrynmair and Carnedd 
Wen wind farms. 

Proposals to build the wind farms, 
which were thrown out by the govern¬ 
ment last year, could be reprieved, with 
inspectors currently looking at rep¬ 
resentations from councils, developers 
and energy companies. 

From the feedback Mr Clark will decide 
whether to reopen the inquiry or make a 
decision on the plans from the written 
statements handed in. 

Mr Wilkinson said: “As far as MAP are 
concerned, we want all the evidence to be 
considered carefully to ensure the right 
decision is made. 

“All the evidence is there from the pub¬ 
lic inquiry. I can’t see any reason how an¬ 
ything could have changed, and why the 
new Secretary of State wouldn’t agree 
with his predecessor. 

“I also don’t think the developers will 
want to go through that process again, as 
well as the huge cost involved. It was also 
pretty bruising for them.” 


PARKING 

Cemetery’s gates 
to close overnight 

CEMETERY gates will be closed over¬ 
night from the new year due to unauthor¬ 
ised parking. 

Powys County Council will close the 
gates overnight at Maesgwastad Ceme¬ 
tery in Welshpool from January 3. 

Councillor John Powell, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for cemeteries, said the council had 
been left with no option. 

He said: “There has been an issue with 
unauthorised parking at the cemetery 
which has had an impact on funerals. 

“We have had incidents where motor- 
home-type vehicles have parked within 
the cemetery for several days.” 



•S- Remnant Sale Now On^TfSZS. 


in a 


SPECIAL OFFER RUGS FROM £5 each 
Carpets Fitted from £7.99 per sq yard Remnants from £10 each 


WELSHPOOL (01938) 553345 EMAIL rob@powyscarpets.co.uk 


• Large Selection of Roll Stock Carpets Held 

• Consultancy Measuring and Fitting Service 

• Fittings using our full time employed fitters 


No VAT on fitted Carpets & Vinyl 
• Long term member of the 
Carpet Foundation 



17 Berriew Street, Welshpool Est 1970 Visit our website www.powyscarpets.co.uk 
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Testing times for drivers 
who want to get on road 



Big sister Edie with little Ivy who passed away in May after being born with life-limiting needs 

THE legacy of a baby girl who died after 


Report by Mark Andrews 

LEARNER drivers in Shropshire 
are being forced to wait for more 
than three months to get a driv¬ 
ing test, it has been revealed. 

Oswestry driving test centre had 
the longest wait, with waits of up to 
14 weeks being reported, while in 
Shrewsbury learners have to wait nine 
weeks before they could sit the exam. 

In Whitchurch there were no test dates 
available for 11 weeks, and in Telford the 
minimum wait was eight weeks. 

However, across the border in Wrexham, 
the wait is less than five weeks. 

Alan Jones, who runs AJ Driving School 
in Oswestry, said the delay for times in 
Oswestry was particularly bad, and sug¬ 
gested examiners from other areas should 
be drafted in to deal with the backlog. 

“The waiting times at the moment are 
absolutely horrendous. The Driver and Ve¬ 
hicle Standards Agency don’t seem to have 
got their act together,” he said. 

“Some of the pupils are having to wait 
until March, and that is not exactly pro¬ 
viding them with the appropriate service 
whatsoever. 

“They deserve better than that.” 

He said it was particularly difficult for 
learners who fail their driving test, and 
then have to book another date. “They are 
test-ready but they have to wait another 
three months,” he said. 

“It is expensive for them as well, as they 
need extra lessons to keep themselves up 
to speed. 

“I had a pupil recently who was clearly 
ready for his test. 

“He had been offered a job on a farm, but 
a driving licence was essential to that job.” 

Director of operations at the Driving and 
Vehicle Standards Agency, Peter Hearn, 
said: “Over the past three years demand 
has increased by over 200,000 tests - with 
an extra 92,000 last year alone - and we’re 
working hard to make more tests available. 

“We’ve recruited 260 new driving ex¬ 
aminers, made employment offers to 128 
prospective driving examiners and plan to 
recruit at least 100 more. We’re also look¬ 
ing to make more tests available during 
evenings and weekends. 

“Candidates may also be able to get a test 
sooner by looking beyond their nearest test 
centre - currently nine out of 10 permanent 
test centres have tests available in the next 
few weeks.” 


being born with life-limiting needs will live 
on thanks to the fundraising efforts of her 
family. 

Ivy Morris was just four months old when 
she died in the emergency unit at Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital in May. 

Born with a severe brain injury, Ivy spent 
weeks in hospital following her birth, and 
on May 3, passed away after collapsing at 
home during a feed. 

Determined to make sure her baby girl’s 
death would not be in vain, mother Tamsin 
has marked Ivy’s first birthday by present¬ 
ing £1,150 to staff at Hope House Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospice in Morda near Oswestry to 


thank them for the support they have pro¬ 
vided the family since Ivy’s death. 

The sum of money, which was raised 
prior to Ivy’s death by friends and family 
who banded together to run the Manchester 
10K, was originally going to be used to fund 
sensory equipment to help her at home. 

But now the funds will instead help other 
children and young people with life-limit¬ 
ing illness by making sure their final days 
are as happy and comfortable as possible, as 
well as supporting their loved ones through 
respite and counselling. 

Tamsin, of Lilac Grove, Oswestry, said: 
“Losing Ivy has been extremely difficult for 
us as a family, especially because we never 


could’ve foreseen it as I had a healthy preg¬ 
nancy with Ivy. 

“It’s been tough for her big sister Edie 
too. Edie’s only three years old and tell¬ 
ing her that her baby sister wasn’t coming 
home was hard because she doesn’t quite 
understand - how do you explain that to a 
three year old? 

“But in all of this, Hope House have been 
incredible. I have counselling with them, 
they’ve also offered sibling support for Edie 
too, they’ve been wonderful.” 

Tamsin is preparing to launch a fund, 
with the money raised going to Hope House. 
The fund is expected to be launched by the 
end of this month. 
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Wishing all our customers a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year 


• Quality Oak furniture for 
Bedroom, Living and Dining room 

• Selection of mattresses from 
Budget to Luxury. 

• Metal Beds- Divan Beds - Oak Beds 

• Christmas Gifts - lamps- Clocks- Artwork 

• Beautiful Belledorm Egyptian Cotton 
bedding now in stock available from 
single to Superking 

• Mattress protectors and Duvet sets. 

• Lots of Gift ideas for Christmas 


27 BAILEY ST, OSWESTRY 

Tel 01691 239082 

Open Monday - Saturday 
10am-5pm 


2 HIGH ST, WELSHPOOL 

Tel 01938 228798 

Open Monday - Saturday 
9.30am- 4.30pm 



Q Alloy wheel refurbishment Q Accident damage repairs 
Q 4 wheel alignment Q Diagnostics 

Q Tyres Q Servicing 

Q Smart repairs D Free local recovery 

D Full resprays Q Courtesy cars available 

Its YOUR vehicle 
and YOUR choice! 

When you have an accident, many people believe their 
insurance company have the right to dictate to you who 
repairs the vehicle. 

Wrong! You can choose... 

fTTl Zi Bodyshop 
Coed Aben Road 
Wrexham Industrial Estate 
Wrexham 
LL13 9UH 

Q 01978 661215 
0 sales@zibodyshop.co.uk 
fil www.zibodyshop.co.uk 
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New Year in Bournemouth 

Celebrate the New Year in style and escape the Christmas leftovers and 
hustle and bustle of the sales by joining us on our New Year break to 
Bournemouth! Queen of the south coast resorts, Bournemouth has 
grown into one of the largest and most popular seaside towns in the 
country. It has sandy beaches, attractive parks and gardens, two piers 
and a fine shopping centre. 

Ocean View Hotel, Bournemouth ★★★ 

The 3 star Ocean View Hotel is situated on the East Cliff in a quiet sea¬ 
front position and has superb views over Bournemouth Bay and the 
Purbecks. All rooms are en-suite with TV, radio, telephone, tea/coffee 
making facilities, trouser press and hairdryer. 

The hotel Services include: 

/ All bedrooms have TVs 
/ Tea/coffee making facilities 
/ Hotel bar 
/ Hotel Lift 
/ Hotel Entertainment 
/Wi-Fi 


Your Tour Cost Includes 

All Travel by Executive Coach 

Three Nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast including Gala Dinner 
Entertainment on New Years Eve with Glass of Champagne 
Excursions as Detailed in Our Brochure 
Porterage 

■ Visit to Portsmouth 

■ Door to Door Pick-ups Available on the Tour 

Single room supplement £77 

4 DAYS 30th Dec-2nd Jan £350 

www.owenstravel.co.uk 
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Plans raise 
concerns for 
council bases 

THE future of council bases across 
Mid Wales could be under threat as 
Powys County Council is considering 
buying a large building in order to re¬ 
duce the number of its offices. 

The council could pull out of its 
current buildings such as Neuadd 
Maldwyn in Welshpool as it considers 
buying Ladywell House in Newtown. 

The council said it was considering 
buying Ladywell House as part of an 
overall strategy to “reduce building 
ownership, stimulate economic regen¬ 
eration and generate income to sup¬ 
port the delivery of council services”. 

Councillor Rosemarie Harris, 
Powys County Council’s cabinet 
member for property, said: “Buying 
Ladywell House is part of long-term 
strategic plans for the council allow¬ 
ing us to dramatically reduce the 
number of buildings in the area, re¬ 
ducing overall running costs and pro¬ 
viding an opportunity to raise capital 
through the sale of redundant build¬ 
ings. 

“Although a decision to start ne¬ 
gotiations was taken by the cabinet 
in March and a review use of council 
buildings has been taking place for 
some time no decisions have been 
taken on final council buildings for 
disposal.” 

Welshpool councillor Francesca 
Jump has raised fears that the poten¬ 
tial closure of Neuadd Maldwyn would 
be “detrimental” for the town. 

College expecting 
inspection boost 

EDUCATION inspectors are expected 
to take North Shropshire College out 
of its “inadequate” status after a re¬ 
cent visit. 

Interim head of the college, Peter 
McCann, said in his opinion the col¬ 
lege was certainly not inadequate. 

The label was put on the college, 
which has bases in Oswestry, Walford, 
Shipley, near Bridgnorth and on the 
Herefordshire border, in February fol¬ 
lowing an inspection. 

It has formed a federation with 
Reaseheath College in Cheshire. 

Mr McCann said that a follow-up 
visit had been very positive. 

“They were impressed with the 
good progress that has been made and 
I am expecting their report will reflect 
that,” he said. 

“This is not an inadequate college. 
It has many features that are very, 
very good,” he added. 


Health service revamp 
hit by a further delay 


CCTV spots thief taking equipment 

MI 
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CCTV captured a thief helping himself to more than £200 worth of equipment from a garage 


Report by Lisa O’Brien _ 

CONTROVERSIAL decisions 
over the future of emergency 
healthcare in Shropshire have 
suffered further delays after 
chiefs voted not to accept rec¬ 
ommendations made by the NHS 
Future Fit board. 

Members of Shropshire and Tel¬ 
ford & Wrekin clinical commissioning 
groups were presented with the NHS 
Future Fit board’s recommendations 
during a meeting on Monday evening. 

Future Fit boss David Evans and Debbie 
Vogler, Future Fit programme director, 
were at Telford’s International Centre to 
present the board’s proposals regarding 
the future of A&E in the Shropshire. The 
Future Fit review recommended that the 
best of four options would be to have one 
A&E serving Shropshire and Mid Wales at 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. Under those 
plans the A&E at Telford’s Princess Royal 
Hospital would be downgraded to a 24-hour 
urgent care centre. The two-year-old, £28 
million Women and Children’s Centre at 
PRH would also move to Shrewsbury. 

The options of no change or having 
one A&E in Shrewsbury and keeping the 
women and children’s centre in Telford had 
been seen as “not clinically deliverable” by 
the Future Fit board. 

However, Monday evening’s vote on 
whether to accept the Future fit board’s 
four recommendations and send them out 
for public consultation was split, with six 
members of the joint CCG committee vot¬ 
ing for and six against. 

It means the plans were rejected, no pub¬ 
lic consultation will yet take place and the 
matter will be referred back to the NHS 
Future Fit board for further work. 

Mr Evans said he supported the decision 
and the board would now look at carrying 
out an independent review. 

He said: “We need to look at how long 
that will take and agree with the pro¬ 
gramme board a timetable for moving for¬ 
ward. The independent review will look at 
the process and methodology used for the 
options appraisal and consider how robust 
that was.” If the board’s recommendations 
had been approved, Telford & Wrekin 
Council had pledged to pursue a judicial 
review to prevent Telford losing its A&E 
department and the Women and Children’s 
Centre. 


THIS is the moment a thief was 
caught on camera after stealing 
more than £200 of equipment from 
a garage. 

Batteries and alloy wheels were 
some of items taken from Chadd’s 
Garage in Porthywaen, near 
Oswestry, after a man took a look 
around the site during the early 
hours before leaving with the goods. 

Christopher Chadd, owner of the 
garage, said the theft had hit his 
small business coming so close to 
Christmas. He said: “It might not 
seem much but anything’s a hit to 
a small business such as mine. It’s 
disgusting that someone would do 


this.” The theft comes following 
a spate of van thefts where power 
tools have been taken. 

On one occasion a van was sto¬ 
len as well as the contents.The 
silver Ford Transit van was stolen 
from the roadside in Queens Road, 
Oswestry, between 11.30pm and 
4am between December 1-2. 

It was seen speeding past Shotat- 
ton at about 3.20am, possibly ac¬ 
companied by a silver BMW saloon. 

During the same night, police 
received reports of seven overnight 
attacks on vans. Two vans at sepa¬ 
rate premises off Whittington Road 
were broken into. A van in Lang- 


land Road, one in Cabin Lane, one 
in Broadlands Way and one in Mid- 
dlleton Road were raided during the 
early hours of December 2. 

While in Border Close, off Plas 
Ffynon Way, three males with faces 
covered and wearing caps and using 
what appeared to be a BMW series 
3 vehicle, were seen removing items 
from a van at about 2.45am. All the 
raids attacked power tools and seven 
assorted saws, eight power drills, 
batteries and radios were among 
items stolen. Two vans in Welshpool 
and one in Four Crosses were bro¬ 
ken into and had their power tools 
stolen on the night of December 1. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Road is blocked 
by vehicle blaze 

A VAN on a recovery truck burst into 
flames on a busy road in Mid Wales, 
causing traffic delays. 

The driver of the recovery vehicle 
pulled over and made a 999 call when 
he realised that the transit van was on 
fire as he was driving on the A483 on 
the edge of Welshpool. 

The fire blocked the main road 
through Mid Wales for more than an 
hour between Welshpool and Berriew 
on Friday last week. 

Two fire crews from the town went 
to the scene at 3.20pm. 

A spokeswoman for Mid and West 
Wales Fire Service said the van was 
well alight when they arrived and was 
destroyed in the blaze. 

Firefighters donned breathing ap¬ 
paratus to get close enough to put out 
the flames with two main jets. The fire 
was under control within an hour. 

Purse snatched 
from rucksack 

A PURSE was snatched from a ruck¬ 
sack being carried by a shopper in 
Oswestry. 

Police say the theft was similar to 
one that took place in Shrewsbury. 

Two thieves, a man and a woman in 
their 20s or 30s, took the purse from 
a rucksack being carried by their vic¬ 
tim in Leg Street, Oswestry at about 
12.30pm on Monday last week. 

Witnesses who saw what happened 
alerted local police who were able to 
trace and detain two suspected offend¬ 
ers. 

Officers said a similar theft was re¬ 
ported on Pride Hill in Shrewsbury at 
10.30am on December 2. 

They are warning people to be vig¬ 
ilant. 

Police find body 
after alert raised 

A MAN’S body was found in a prop¬ 
erty in Oswestry after concerns for 
his safety were raised with police by 
a neighbour. 

West Mercia Police have confirmed 
they attended a property on Beatrice 
Street in Oswestry on Tuesday after¬ 
noon where they found the body of a 
man thought to be in his late 20s. 

Paul Roberts, a spokesman for the 
force, said yesterday (Wednesday) 
that formal identification was still yet 
to take place and the death was not 
being treated as suspicious. 
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Oswestry 

1* Town Market *'2 


INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR 
MARKET 




Indoor 

Market 

Open 

Thursdays 

Throughout 

December 
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FREE PARKING • FREE ENTRY 


SPACES AVAILABLE TO RENT 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SPECIALISTS 
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'EVENINGS' 


www.chemporium.co.uk 

Email: chemporium@hotmail.com 

find us on facebook follow us on twitter 


30MIN FAST CHARGER & 1.5AH BATTERY INCLUDED IN ALL KfTS 
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FILLYOUR NEXT VACANCY 1 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED 
PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 1 

Bronze package includes: 

• 7cm x 2 column advert in Shropshire Star 
(Thursday) 

• 7cm x 2 column advert in Shropshire Weekly 
of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.shropshirestar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Shropshire Star 
Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on 
a daily basis until you fill the vacancy. 

Package Price £295* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




Santokh Minhas 


Former deputy head jailed for rape 


A SHAMED former magistrate and 
teacher has been jailed for nine 
years for raping a woman with 
learning difficulties. 

Santokh Minhas had been a re¬ 
spected deputy headmaster at a 
school in Oswestry before moving 
to the John Hunt School, Telford. 
He also served as a magistrate in 
Telford, and was on the bench as 
recently as 2010. But he is now be¬ 


hind bars, jailed for nine years for a 
sex attack on a vulnerable woman. 

The 67-year-old was cleared by 
a jury of five charges of rape, but 
found guilty of the sixth. Minhas 
formerly served as a member of 
Telford’s Race Equality Council 
and was a committee member at 
Coalport Village Hall. 

He was also part of Telford’s 
Multi Cultural Development Ser¬ 


vice, which provides advice to 
schools teaching pupils for whom 
English is a second language. The 
attack came to light in June last 
year when the woman confided in a 
friend at the same college she was 
studying at. 

Teachers were informed and the 
police were notified, prosecutor Ed¬ 
ward Burgess told Worcester Crown 
Court, sitting at the Shirehall in 


Hereford. The court heard the vic¬ 
tim told a friend she had sex “but 
did not want to” and feared she may 
be pregnant. Minhas told the victim 
that her mother would “kill her” if 
she found out. The victim is more 
than 40 years younger than her at¬ 
tacker. Minhas, formerly of Sutton 
Bank, Coalport, and most recently 
living in Shifnal, was described as 
manipulative. 


Gun amnesty project could 
follow knife angel success 


Report by Sue Austin 

A KNIFE amnesty that led to a giant angel sculpture being created 
has been so successful the Oswestry businessman who came up 
with the idea is now turning his mind to firearms. 

More than 100,000 knives handed into special surrender bins or confiscated 
by police have arrived at the British Ironwork Centre near Oswestry where 
most have been incorporated into a sculpture. 

The project has been so successful that Clive Knowles from the centre has pledged 


to continue until 250,000 knives are off the 

Artist will 
be at centre 

A LUCKY visitor to an Oswestry tourist 
attraction will have the chance of having a 
caricature drawn of them this weekend by 
one of the UK’s finest illustrators. 

Caricaturist Graham Andrews will be at 
the British Ironwork Centre at Aston near 
Oswestry. Clive Knowles from the cen¬ 
tre said: “We have Graham Andrews here 
on Sunday morning at our breakfast club 
meet. It’s an event that sees car enthusi¬ 
asts from all over the area travel to the 
British Ironworks for a bacon and sausage 
bap and to be immersed in a sea of custom 
and high-flying cars. We thought, it might 
be nice, given it’s Christmas, if we offer a 
competition, a sitting with the artist and 
a caricature of the winner and his/her ve¬ 
hicle.” To be in with a chance of winning 
the competition, people are asked to arrive 
at the British Ironwork Centre by 10am to 
ensure they are included for the draw for 
the competition. 


streets and every police force in the UK is 
involved. 

He is also looking ahead to getting in¬ 
volved in a firearms amnesty. 

“Unfortunately there are three or four 
police forces that haven’t got involved or 
who just want to make a token donation. 
But that is not what we wanted to do and so 
we are now contacting the police and crime 
commissioners,” he said. 

“We wanted to see our ‘surrender your 
knife, save a life’ bins across every force 
in Britain. We have had fantastic support 
from so many forces, including West Mer¬ 
cia, Greater Manchester and the biggest 
contributor, the Met. It still sends us deliv¬ 
eries of surrendered and confiscated knives 
regularly.” 

Mr Knowles said that the massive con¬ 
tribution from the Metropolitan Police 
was the reason he was so passionate about 
seeing the finished knife angel put on the 
fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square. 

Mr Knowles said he would like to extend 
the project in the long-term to a firearms 
amnesty. “To see just how many knives are 
on the streets has made me realise that we 
also have a look at guns and firearms. 

“I would like to see gun surrender banks 
in towns and cities across the UK. Eventu¬ 
ally we would make a sculpture from the 
firearms,” he said. 


Project will mark pit closure 



Ifton Colliery was once a major employer in the Oswestry area 


A STATUE could be built to mark the half 
century anniversary of the closure of a col¬ 
liery near Oswestry 

The final shift at Ifton Colliery was in 
1968. In preparation to mark the 50th anni¬ 
versary, an Ifton Colliery Commemorative 
Project has been set up. 

The project will see ex-miners and mem¬ 
bers of the community looking to unveil a 
statue in memory of the mine, which was 
once a hive of industrial activity, to pre¬ 
serve the history of the area and the era. 

The last shift at Ifton came on November 
22, 1968 - and it is hoped a statue will be 


raised by then. Councillor Steve Davenport, 
who represents St Martins on Shropshire 
Council, said it was “imperative” the col¬ 
liery and its closure is marked. 

He said: “It’s of utmost importance that 
the colliery and its workers are commemo¬ 
rated, it’s a huge part of the area’s history, 
so I’m glad that the project has been set 
up and a statue is planned ready for the 50 
years since the colliery closed.” 

In the coming months, project commit¬ 
tee members will be encouraging people to 
get in touch with a get-together and events 
planned in the new year. 


Cl IRONICLE 



in the 

picture? 



Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.shropshirestar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaperl MM S messages 
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villagers considering legal 
action over planning row 


Report by Sally Williams 


Florist to 
close doors 
for last time 

A FLORIST is the latest in a string of busi¬ 
nesses set to shut up shop in Chirk near 
Oswestry, just months after HSBC closed 
its doors 

Fleur Floral Design will close later this 
month, citing the closure of the town’s last 
remaining bank as “the straw that broke 
the camel’s back”. 

Leonie Spencer, owner of the florist, said 
although trading had proved challenging 
for a number of years, things have gotten 
worse for traders since the bank shut in 
April. 

The closure of the florist will come just 
weeks after Daisy Chain florist and the 
town’s Milk Bar left the town. 

Ms Spencer said the loss of the bank 
means businesses don’t get the same pass¬ 
ing trade as they once did, with people opt¬ 
ing to go to nearby towns instead, where a 
bank is still open. 

She said: “I’m really sad to be leaving 
Chirk but since HSBC went, footfall in the 
town is much lower than it was. 

“We’d get people such as the elderly and 
mums, and also the businesses from Llan¬ 
gollen in to use the bank as we’d be nearer 
for them than Oswestry or Wrexham, and 
in turn they’d use other businesses in 
Chirk but now they don’t have a reason to 
come here. 

“It’s a big shame because now Chirk 
won’t have a florist and towns need some¬ 
thing different, rather than the same busi¬ 
nesses in spitting distance of each other.” 


VILLAGERS say they feel powerless over a planning application they 
claim has been “pushed through” on their doorstep. 

People living in Four Crosses near Oswestry are looking at seeking a judicial 
review to fight plans for a controversial development of 49 houses on land at 
Plas Foxen. 

Josh Bowker, who put the application forward, said it was a fantastic development that 
would lead to job opportunities. But Powys Councillor Graham Brown, who represents 
Llandrinio, says residents are considering legal action and advice is being sought over 
concerns that the development is outside the council’s own policy but is being “pushed 

through because the council is behind on a 
five-year housing target put in place by the 
Welsh Government. 

Councillor Brown said: “This Four 
Crosses development didn’t comply with 
policy and although concerns were ex¬ 
pressed, planning officers said they were 
not insurmountable - even though they had 
already been before the planning commit¬ 
tee and refused, with an appeal currently 
pending. This separate application was 
put forward and, following consideration, 
outline planning permission was granted 
even though the planning application was 
exactly the same. 

“This process has caused a lot of frustra¬ 
tion and disillusionment and we have been 
left feeling powerless. 

“There have been two other separate ap¬ 
plications submitted that are also outside 
the permitted boundaries so there is now 
a danger of developments becoming a free- 
for-all. 

“Government targets have to be for the 
whole of Powys not concentrated on our 
area which is a prime commuting site for 
main towns and cities; this application has 
implications for every area in Powys. 

“So we are currently seeking advice to 
see how successful a judicial review is likely 
to be to challenge this process legally.” 

Councillor Brown said there are already 
200 houses on the nearby Foxen Manor es¬ 
tate. 

He added: “Powys planning committee 
and local government have been put into 
an impossible position by the Welsh Gov¬ 
ernment and its five-year supply target for 
housing.” 

A spokesman for Powys County Council 
said: “The committee was minded to ap¬ 
prove subject to conditions and the appli¬ 
cant entering into a section 106 agreement. 
As an appeal has been lodged, the deter¬ 
mination of the application cannot be re¬ 
turned to the local planning authority. The 
current application was submitted to allow 
a decision to be made at a local level rather 
than by a planning inspectorate.” 


Spreading the seasonal cheer 



Year 3 pupils Harry Cornes, aged eight, and Millie Parry, seven, with the shoeboxes 


A BUMPER collection of gift boxes is on its 
way from big-hearted pupils at Packwood 
Haugh School in Ruyton XI Towns near 
Oswestry. 

The boxes will be given to children less 
fortunate than the children at the Shrop¬ 
shire school. 

The gifts have been put together as part 
of the school’s annual contribution to Oper¬ 
ation Christmas Child. 

Packwood’s head of religious studies, Roz 
Edwards who organises the school’s appeal, 
was delighted to see such an enormous pile 
of boxes and thanked all those who donated 
a gift. 

She said: “Christmas is such a special 
time, especially for children and yet again 
this year, the Packwood community has re¬ 


sponded with great generosity to this won¬ 
derful scheme. 

“The gift-filled shoe boxes are sent to 
children all over the world who otherwise 
would not receive any presents at all at 
Christmas.” 

Packwood Haugh is one of several schools 
in the Oswestry and Welshpool area who 
have taken part in the Operation Christmas 
Child programme. 

The programme was designed to bring 
some seasonal cheer to children around the 
world who otherwise would have little to 
look forward to over the Christmas period. 

Many of the shoeboxes contain a variety 
of treats for the young people who receive 
them including toys, musical instruments 
and other gifts. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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David Davies & Sons 


FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 


1 UPPER CHURCH 
STREET, OSWESTRY 

A PRIVATE FAMILY 
BUSINESS SINCE 1840 
~ DAY AND NIGHT 
SERVICE ~ 

TEL: 

( 01691)653116 


PUGHS 


Shropshire's traditional funeral directors on 
the banks of the River Severn 



Shrewsbury's original family funeral direc¬ 
tors are as much part of the local heritage 
as the River Severn. 

From our offices and award winning 
gardens on the banks of the River 
Severn at Coleham, Pughs have 
provided a highly personal and 
professional funeral service to families at 
their time of need for over 120 years. 

133 Longden Coleham, 
Shrewsbury SY3 7DN 
24 hour tel: 01743 344 646 

© info@pughsfuneraldirectors.com 

” ” pughsfuneraldirectors.com 
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Quality Made to Measure 

ROLLER BLINDS WOODEN BLINDS 

CONSERVATORY VERTICAL BLINDS 

BLINDS ROMAN BLINDS 

VENETIAN PLEATED 

BLINDS BLINDS 

>BUY A 

Vertical Blinds/ 

; roller blinds 
Fitted from 

£199 

Perfect Fit Blinds iTiaiiKl 

FREE MEASURING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

Value for Money 
FAST Local Service 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

MADE TO MEASURE AND READY MADE CONTAINS 

MONTGOMERY FABRICS 

www.directblindsshropshire.co.uk 

H 01691 670257 B 

www.easyfitblinds.co.uk 

For Domestic & Commercial Premises 

6 Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 IRE 


Charnwood C-Fou 
Multi Fuel Stove 
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Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 

\cavnn 01691772153 

/ jaAU 11 free delivery 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 

* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 
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PETER i, 
RHODES J4 

AWOKE this week to hear the 
weather forecaster referring to 
“The Festive Fortnight.” Is this in 
addition to the 12 Days of Christ¬ 
mas, or what? 

A READER wonders how it 
could be that, during the wartime 
blackout in 1943, all the lights are 
blazing at the US military base in 
My Mother and Other Strangers 
(BBC1) which is set in Northern 
Ireland. Where is Warden Hodg¬ 
es when you need him? 

THERE is another question 
raised by the series. Can the 
loyal-but-tempted mother Rose 
(Hattie Morahan) do any expres¬ 
sion other than startled? 

AS Christmas 1971 ap¬ 
proached, John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono released Happy Xmas 
(War is Over). It seemed timely. 
America was withdrawing troops 
from Vietnam. There was hope of 
a negotiated settlement. But it is 
easier to sing about peace than 
deliver it. The North launched a 
full-scale invasion and by 1975 
the US-backed forces of South 
Vietnam crumbled. Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin was probably hoping for a 
“War is Over” sort of Xmas this 
year, as the Syrian city of Aleppo 
was re-taken. But IS forces have 
regrouped and stormed back 
into the ancient city of Palmyra. 
I would not be surprised if Mr 
Putin’s Syrian adventure sees 
Russian forces bogged down for 
the next 20 years. Damascus, 
twinned with Saigon. 

AFTER last week’s item on the 
paperless office, a friend admits 
his filing system collapsed under 
the weight of paper some years 
ago. He now calls it his piling 
system. 

WHEN a river floods, you get 
some warning and can blame 
it on God, global warming, or 
other things beyond our con¬ 
trol. But when a massive water 
main bursts, the flood is in¬ 
stantaneous and the blame lies 
squarely with the water compa¬ 
nies. Three times in the past few 
days, biblical-scale floods have 
overwhelmed parts of London. 
Homes in Islington were flood¬ 
ed six feet deep in what one 
resident called “a tsunami in the 
back garden”. The water compa¬ 
ny says: “It was our pipe and it 
is our responsibility to put things 
right”. But when? Elsewhere in 
Britain, flooding caused by na¬ 
ture has left some folk homeless 
for more than a year. Is it too 
much to hope that innocent vic¬ 
tims of human error are helped 
much sooner? 

AFTER the Lost Chord, the 
Lost Joke. I have a friend who 
tells jokes in the way that other 
people draw breath. 

It is full-on, non-stop and, by 
his own admission, most of his 
jokes (and all of his puns) are 
terrible. And then, a few days 
ago, he cracked one that was so 
belly-bustingly brilliant that both 
of us were cackling helplessly 
.You’d like to hear the joke? Me, 
too. But both of us have forgot¬ 
ten it. 



Oswestry’s markets are a key part of the town’s life 


Mayor of Oswestry Councillor Paul Milner has high 
hopes for the town’s future 


Mayor forecasts bright 
future for town he loves 



Events in Oswestry such as the Christmas lights switch-on are well supported by the community 


Mayor Paul Milner tells 
SALLY WILLIAMS What he 
sees are the successes and 
challenges of Oswestry 

OSWESTRY’S Mayor sees a 
bright future for the town as it 
builds on its success as a wel¬ 
coming and vibrant community. 

Oswestry born and bred, Paul Mil¬ 
ner, says friendly residents make it 
a welcoming town for people to vis¬ 
it from all over the the country and 
has spelt out how he would like the 
town to develop. 

He said: “As mayor, I’ve met people - of 
both retired and working age - who have 
liked the town so much that they have 
come to live here. I’m proud to have been 
born in the Oswestry and District Hospi¬ 
tal, lived in Castle Street and to have at¬ 
tended the former Fitzalan School. Many 
people I was in school with moved away 
to work then later realised how much 
the town has to offer compared to other 
places in the country. They returned to 
live here and bring up a family. Afforda¬ 
ble housing is key to keeping people in 
the town and I would like to see more of 
it. 

“We are lucky to have Cae Glas Park 
which is the jewel in Oswestry’s crown 
and a credit to those who work there. 
It has more Christmas lights this year 
and our Christmas Live event was fan¬ 
tastic when thousands of people joined 
in. Oswestry won gold in the Britain in 
Bloom Awards this year and we have a 
safe town thanks to thousands of pounds 
being spent on our CCTV scheme, which 
helped our council to win the Best Coun¬ 
cil in Britain award from the National 
Association of Local Councils. But it is 
the people of Oswestry coming together 
- not just the council - who win these 
awards .We are so lucky to live in a town 


with so much going on - its railway her¬ 
itage, music festivals, a food fair, arts, 
cinema and sport.” 

The mayor has spearheaded a cam¬ 
paign to ensure A&E services are kept 
at Shrewsbury under a forthcoming 
health shake-up in Shropshire. He said: 
“A primary Accident and Emergency 
at Shrewsbury would be great for the 
people of Oswestry and the surround¬ 
ing areas because it would be closer to 
home. I’ve had support for my cam¬ 
paign for this from as far as Newtown. 
Keeping the A&E within easy reach of 
Oswestry - the third largest town in 
Shropshire - is key. I want to keep on 
fighting for people to keep their health 
services local.” 

The mayor adds that supporting busi¬ 
ness is key to the success of the town. 

He said: “We are excited by the pros¬ 
pect of a new business park coming to 
the Mile End area of Oswestry. Employ¬ 
ment is an important factor in keeping 
people in Oswestry and this develop¬ 
ment could bring a good number of jobs 
to the town. Oswestry Town Council is 


very vocal in attracting inward invest¬ 
ment and during Small Business Sat¬ 
urday, we showed how many excellent 
local businesses are here. Independent 
shops keep the town buzzing. 

“One thing that is very important 
is the market - we are a market town. 
This tradition has been going on for 
hundreds of years. And we have taken 
the market to the people by moving it 
further into the street to Bailey Street. 
The indoor market is now open four 
days a week in December so support 
our local traders there and the artisans 
selling even more quality produce in the 
outdoor one too. I feel that Oswestry 
Leisure Centre, the libraries and all our 
open spaces are important. Oswestry 
Library is not just for books anymore, 
it is a hub as well. A lot of groups use 
the library and the leisure centre is only 
about six years old. Again, I will do all I 
can to keep these local services. 

“I’ve been heartened by how many 
people in Oswestry put the welfare of 
others before themselves. Over the past 
six months, what has struck me most, 


is how many volunteers are giving up 
their free time for so many charities and 
community groups. It has been great to 
see so many volunteers at The Stroke 
Club, Sports for Disabled Children and 
the Access Group, which helps people 
with access issues and which is fighting 
for people to be able to park outside the 
Minor Injuries Unit. There’s also the 
Senior Citizen’s Club which has about 
200 members. It just shows you what the 
people of Oswestry are like and it has 
been a heartening experience meeting all 
of the people who keep these clubs going. 
On Christmas Day, I will be going along 
to Chalk in Leg Street on Christmas Day 
to help provide food and entertainment 
to people who live alone. Oswestry Town 
Council is involved in trying to get shops 
back into Cross Street where there are a 
number of empty shops. 

“It is a pity that they are empty. It 
would be outstanding if they were taken 
up by one business after another to fur¬ 
ther enhance the town and to match the 
main shopping street and what the town 
has to offer.” 
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About three years ago the new 
NHS management structure in 
Shropshire (two Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Groups - the Shrop¬ 
shire CCG and the Telford and 
Wrekin CCG) established a new 
body, the Future Fit Programme 
Board, to make a serious as¬ 
sessment of how NHS services 
in Shropshire and Mid Wales 
should be reformed. 

It’s reported that the review 
cost about £ 2million over the 
three years. 

Recently it met to decide on 
the best way forward, and de¬ 
cide it did. 

The most controversial recom¬ 
mendation was to locate a new 
Emergency Unit at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital including 
moving the Women’s and Chil¬ 
dren’s service from Telford. 

These proposals to reform 
A&E have attracted a lot of at¬ 
tention. 

What is usually missed (per¬ 
haps deliberately) is that only 
around 20 per cent of most se¬ 
rious cases currently going to 
A&E would go to the new Emer¬ 
gency Centre, while the other 80 
per cent would continue to be 
treated at what would be called 
‘Urgent Care Centres’ at the two 
hospitals. 

Claims 

The widespread claims that 
A&E would no longer be availa¬ 
ble at Telford is untrue, and mis¬ 
leading. 

This week the two CCGs met 
to consider the recommen¬ 
dations of the Future Fit Pro¬ 
gramme Board. 

Despite the huge amount of 
work already put in over three 
years, and the enormous cost of 
£2million, the CCGs decided not 
to accept the recommendations. 

Instead they decided to ask 
the Future Fit Programme Board 
to do more work. 

No idea what work. No timeta¬ 
ble. Simply an excuse not to take 
a difficult decision. 

This failure to agree a way for¬ 
ward is a disaster for the Shrop¬ 
shire and Mid Wales NHS. Al¬ 
ready the number of consultants 
available to man the A&Es are at 
the absolute minimum, including 
(so I’m told) one locum to keep 
it going. 

The future of our A&Es is on a 
knife-edge. I suspect clinicians 
will be in despair after this vote. 

I certainly am. 

No-one knows where the pro¬ 
cess is now heading. 

It looks to be a total shambles. 

No amount of smooth talking 
is going to cover it up. 

The only course open to us 
now is to let the dust settle and 
regroup. 

The status quo is not a sus¬ 
tainable option. 

This week has been a very 
black week for the NHS in 
Shropshire and Mid Wales. 

Glyn Davies 

Montgomeryshire MP 





Do join us to celebrate 
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HAYLO 


UNISEX HAIR SALON 

LADIES | GENTS | CHILDREN 



Established 11 years * All aspects of Hairdressing 

If you are looking for a complete restyle or just a trim you 
can be assured that you will be made to feel welcome 
Walk in Service available 
Wishing our customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 

OPEN: 

TUESDAY 9AM - 1PM, WED, THURS, FRI 9AM - 5PM, 

SAT 9AM - 1 PM 

32 HIGH STREET, LLANFYLLIN 

JOICO T: 01691 648 213 lPSa*.l 




GRIFFIN INN 


BAR - GREAT FOOD - ACCOMMODATION 

A Warm Welcome Awaits You... 


Gary & Carol Brennan 
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Albion Hill, Oswestry Food 

01691 650156 ^ 

Open Mon-Fri 12-2.30 - 5.30-8 pm 
Sat 12-8 pm - Sun Lunches 12-3 pm 
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Letters 


hips must represent views of electorate 


DURING a recent Radio Shropshire pro¬ 
gramme about the UK vote to leave the EU, 
the presenter stated that we elect Members 
of Parliament to make these decisions for 
us. 

No! no! no! no! no! That is not what de¬ 
mocracy is about. 

Members of Parliament are elected to 
represent us not to decide such important 
issues on our behalf. 

They are there because there is insuffi¬ 
cient room for us all in the Palace of West¬ 
minster so we have to send a single delegate 
to present our wishes and opinions. 

Serious problems and constitutional cri¬ 


ses arise when MPs decide to vote in their 
own way ignoring the wishes of their con¬ 
stituents and at that stage democracy starts 
to fail. 

Parliament cannot complain that people 
will not engage with politics if and when 
they ignore a properly conducted referen¬ 
dum when the said people gave a clear ma¬ 
jority directive. 

Parliament is not some exclusive club, as 
some MPs believe, where once elected they 
can behave as they alone decide. Those MPs 
who have indicated that they will oppose 
the electorate vote to leave the EU must not 
and cannot be allowed to succeed. 


Should an employee in even the most 
menial of occupations, decide to ignore the 
instructions of his employer then he will 
be dismissed and his pension rights sus¬ 
pended. 

I would suggest that the same should 
apply to any MP who decides to oppose the 
referendum vote. Until MPs are made to 
appreciate the true nature of democracy 
and people demand that they do, then this 
country will continue to be saddled with 
the sham of democracy we have endured 
for years. 

JON LAKIN 

Cruckton 


Motor club members enjoy a qet-toqether 



We’ve found enough “vroom” to carry this picture - it’s Oswestry & District Motor Club. It was emailed to us by John Powell of 
Oswestry. John estimates the date as the 1970s or 1980s. 


Don’t let these 
people steal the 
UK’s democracy 

ON June 23 the British people voted to 
take back control and leave the EU. 

They were very clear that this would 
mean leaving the single market, further¬ 
more the government leaflet sent to all 
houses stated that this was a decision for 
the British people and that the government 
would enact what they decided. 

We now have MPs, peers, judges and Re¬ 
main voters attempting to subvert democ¬ 
racy. They will say ‘we respect the vote’ but 
the cat is out of the bag they want to keep 
us in the single market subject to a foreign 
court and in the waiting room to rejoin the 
EU or indeed never leave. These people are 
shameless hypocrites. Not one spoke out 
when Gordon Brown was signing away our 
sovereignty in the dead of night in Lisbon. 

All who believe in democracy and the will 
of the people must write to their MP and 
let them know that we expect the vote to 
be fully honoured and that their election 
prospects hang on what they decide to do. 

Don’t let them steal our democracy. 

JOHN STRETTON 

Albrighton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Readers’ Letters, 
Oswestry Chronicle, 
Ketley, 

Telford, TF15HU 


EMAIL 

letters@oswestry 

chronicle.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, 
address and telephone number. The Editor reserves 
the right to condense letters. 


Votes become 
meaningless? 

AFTER the ruling of the law courts caused 
by the London money people not accepting 
the country’s vote to exit the European Un¬ 
ion, what will be the point of voting in any 
further elections? 

London money people rule this country 
so they can earn large bonuses. 

So blow the rest of the country. 

We are better than you. 

We know best. 

That would appear to be their attitude. 

JOHN THORPE 

Telford 


Money must be 
made available 
to save the NHS 

I AM glad that we now have a PM with ex¬ 
perience behind her and that she intends 
to be fair minded to the workers and the 
low paid. This surely means that she must 
avoid the destruction of the much-loved 
NHS. 

It seems that certain right wingers have 
planned for years to rid the nation of this 
obstacle to the rise of the highly profitable 
health insurance market. However they 
would have to find a way to do it so others 
get the blame rather than they themselves. 
(Provoking an argument with the doctors 
seems to be one way). Private care can be a 
treat for those who can afford it but not as 
a replacement for the NHS. Insurance com¬ 
panies love to take the money but seemed 
to also love finding some small print to 
avoid paying out thus leaving some sick 
claimant in deep financial trouble. 

If we value a NHS we will have to find 
the money for it but we must be sure that 
the boast of any extra government cash is 
not just clever accountancy. 

IAN COLLETT 

Ludlow 


We must work 
together to 
forge future 
for county 

IS Powys a listening council? On behalf of 
CPRW, we are writing to thank the public 
of Powys and so many local countryside 
organisations who have responded to the 
news of the threat to the hills of our beau¬ 
tiful county by submitting objections to the 
proposals set out in the ‘Further Focused 
Changes’ of the county council’s Local De¬ 
velopment Plan. 

Scrutiny of our public services is chal¬ 
lenging in Mid Wales, and with question 
marks over the effectiveness of the coun¬ 
cil’s principal decision maker, its cabinet, 
to ‘spot problems’, the role of the press, the 
public and campaigning organisations like 
CPRW is vitally important for our democ¬ 
racy. There are clearly questions for Powys 
County Council to answer. 

There will be a public inquiry into the 
Local Development Plan next year, but 
councillors - who are always hard pressed 
with detail and paperwork - must examine 
the scrutiny process of the council. 

On September 13, the cabinet took a 
momentous decision to multiply the Powys 
renewable energy target by 12 times and 
sacrifice most of Powys remaining beauty 
spots and wild uplands for this. Should 
wholesale destruction of the traditional 
countryside of the Green Heart of Wales be 
hidden among 11 other LDP changes, and 
the LDP be shoe-horned into a 19-items 
cabinet agenda? Did any Cabinet members 
protest or question approval? We will never 
know.CPRW Brecon & Radnor and Mont¬ 
gomeryshire branches have placed our joint 
objections on our website at www.brecon- 
and-radnor-cprw.wales. We look forward 
to an ongoing dialogue with the Council 
where together we can forge a better future 
for rural Powys. 

PETER SEAMAN MBE 

Chair Brecon & Radnor Branch 

CHRIS FULLER 

Chair Montgomery Branch 

Campaign for the Protection of 

Rural Wales 

Queries about 
the LSE deal 

THOSE who think the EU is the best thing 
since sliced bread need to ponder on the 
proposed £21bn deal for the amalgamation 
of the 215-year-old London Stock Exchange 
(LSE) and Deutsche Borse, Frankfurt. 

Both sides claim it will be a merger - but 
this is a merger which gives the Germans 
full control - so some deal eh! 

Is this what they mean by a united Eu¬ 
rope? 

I wonder what the French and the rest 
of the EU think of this deal - is it possible 
that Brussels will actually block the deal? 
It is interesting to note that Theresa May 
(who pledged to protect national interests 
from harmful foreign deals) has refused to 
intervene. 

Would this be the same woman that has 
said she will honour the EU referendum 
result? 

What on earth is going on? 

DAVE HASKELL 

Cardigan 



PLUatohme & £>ous 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

©oEst 18 73o® 



• Farm Reared Turkeys * 

• Locally reared Bronze < 

Turkeys 

• Free range Geese ' 

• 28 day hung Beef H ' 

• Free range extra large ' 

roasting Chickens 


CHRISTMAS ORDERS 
NOW BEING TAKEN 


Local Game 

Jamie Ward’s Free Range 
Pork 

Dry Cured Bacon 
Free Range Eggs 
Homemade Sausages 
and Burgers 



| VISA 


4 Cross St, Ellesmere, SY12 OAR 
Tel: 01691 622329 




^LLOYD'S 

T ^ T ANIMAL FEEDS 

require 

Class 1 LGV Drivers 

Due to increased business, we are currently recruiting 

Class 1 LGV drivers. 

They will deliver our animal feed products in modern bulk 
blowing vehicles and they will also collect raw materials from 
farms and stores. Previous experience with this type of vehicle 
an advantage, but training can be provided where necessary. 

We are also recruiting a LGV Class 1 Night Loading Driver. 

Duties involve tipping, loading and shunting of our fleet. 
Permanent nights, Mon-Fri 6pm-4am, with a degree of 
| flexibility. 

All Driver posts are full-time, based at our Morton, Oswestry, 
plant and carry a competitive salary. 

Apply in writing, with your CV, to: 

Peter Robinson, Transport Manager, Lloyd’s Animal Feeds Ltd., 
Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8BH 


|9J Foundation 
lU Piling Ltd 

PURCHASE LEDGER CLERK 

We are a Specialist Piling Contractor with our Head Office 
located in St. Martins, Shropshire. We operate throughout 
the United Kingdom. 

A vacancy has arisen in the Finance Department for a Purchase 
Ledger Clerk. The main duties involve the matching of 
purchase invoices with orders and delivery notes , including the 
resolution of queries, entering into the accounting system and 
reconciliation of supplier statements. 

The successful applicant will have an eye for detail, be 
enthusiastic and self-motivated. They will also have the 
confidence to deal with staff at all levels and with suppliers 
on the telephone. 

The position is 37.5 hours per week. Salary will be negotiable. 
The position is based at our Head Office. 

Please apply in the first instance by e-mail to 
Graham Young, Accountant, enclosing your cv. 
(graham.young@foundation-piling.co.uk) 

P/ease note we may not respond until early 2017. 



EAGLES 
MEADOW 
DOLYR 
ERYROD 

GO IQ 

www.eagles-meadow.co.uk 

individual store opening times vary. Visit our website for a full list of stores Christmas opening hours. 


RIVER ISLAND WdlliS RAGAZZI mOCOCO F.HINDS (gOZO) burton PANd6rA 


DEBENHAMS M&S fieXC ® TOPSHOP 


DOROTHY 

PERKINS 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Business survival 
rate is revealed 

JUST over 40 per cent of new busi¬ 
nesses launched in Shropshire are 
surviving to see their fifth birthday, 
official figures have revealed. 

The Office for National Statistics 
has released new data for “business 
demography”, which shows the rate at 
which businesses rise and fall around 
the country. 

Analysis of the numbers shows that 
Shropshire is outperforming the rest 
of the country for business survival 
rates, but in the long-term Telford & 
Wrekin is falling behind. 

The figures reveal that of the 1,020 
businesses established in Shropshire 
in 2011, only 445 were still in exist¬ 
ence in 2016 - 43.6 per cent of the 
total. Telford & Wrekin has a lower 
survival rate of 40.7 per cent, as just 
175 of the 430 businesses launched 
in 2011 were left standing after five 
years. The figures are comparable 
to the national survival rate of 41.4 
per cent. Across Britain, more than 
230,000 businesses were launched in 
2011, but just over 97,000 were left 
five years down the line. 

Charity box taken 
and then dumped 

A BRITISH Red Cross charity box 
was taken from a shop and dumped 
half a mile up the road, officers have 
said. 

Officers from Oswestry Central 
Safer Neighbourhood Team say the 
box was found dumped near to Shelf 
Bank Close in Oswestry on December 
3. 

The find was made after police in¬ 
quiries found that it had been taken 
from the Co-operative store on Cabin 
Lane in the town. 

Police have said an investigation, 
including analysing the store’s CCTV, 
is ongoing in order to establish the 
circumstances. Anyone with any in¬ 
formation is asked to contact West 
Mercia Police on 101, quoting crime 
reference number 0458S 031216. 


College awarded a good 
rating by inspectors 


Transport service extends its fleet 



Laurel Roberts, Qube manager, left, with Oswestry Mayor Paul Milner and Michelle Kelsall, transport co-ordinator 


Report by Sue Austin 

A COLLEGE for students with 
learning difficulties and disabili¬ 
ties has been awarded a ‘good’ 
rating following an inspection. 

Derwen College, near Oswestry, was 
praised by the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion for having an open and inclusive 
working culture in a report which 
looks at the care rather than the edu¬ 
cation provided. 

The residential specialist college has 
students attending from across the UK. 
Inspectors, who spend two days touring fa¬ 
cilities and speaking to students and staff, 
looked at whether the service is safe, effec¬ 
tive, caring, responsive and well led. 

Andrew Harris, deputy chief executive 
officer at Derwen College, said: “We are de¬ 
lighted that CQC have recognised the con¬ 
tinuing commitment and professionalism of 
everyone here at Derwen College. We are 
unusual in our status being a residential, 
further education college for young people 
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities 
and are not the average care home that 
CQC usually inspect. 

“Having over 200 students in residence 
makes us one of the largest care homes in 
the country and CQC brought a top team 
of experienced inspectors to college for the 
two day inspection. Whilst we are pleased 
to have maintained our good rating from 
previous inspections, we also appreciate 
that the inspectors acknowledged that 
there had been improvements across the 
grading profile. We continue to strive for 
improvements to benefit the people we 
support. The report said that there was an 
open and inclusive working culture where 
staff and management worked together to 
achieve positive outcomes for people.” 

The inspection comes on the back of nu¬ 
merous awards and accolades this year. 


A COMMUNITY transport service 
has welcomed a new bus to its fleet. 

Organisers of Oswestry Dial-a- 
Ride are now appealing for more vol¬ 
unteers to run the vehicles to ensure 
that as many people as possible can 
enjoy the service. At the moment the 
scheme is unable to accommodate all 
those who want to use it. 

Dial-a-Ride now has seven min¬ 
ibuses although the most aged is 
about to be sold. 

It provides a service for people 


with no access to public or their own 
transport as well as the elderly and 
people with disabilities or ill health. 

Laurel Roberts, the manager of 
Qube, which is responsible for the 
scheme, said the latest vehicle had 
been bought with Government fund¬ 
ing from a rural transport scheme. 

She said the service depended 
on the 35 volunteers who drove or 
acted as passenger escorts for the 
minibuses. Each bus has two volun¬ 
teers on it to help the passengers on 


and off and ensure they get to their 
house safely,” she said. 

“We have a wonderful team of vol¬ 
unteers many of whom have been 
with us for years. They do a terrific 
job. If we had more volunteers we 
could put on even more bus journeys. 
Sadly at the moment there are peo¬ 
ple that we have to turn away.” 

Anyone who is interested in the 
service, whether to make use of it or 
learn more about volunteering can 
contact Qube on (01691) 671571. 


Crackdown 
on school 
absence set 
to continue 

COUNCIL chiefs have said they will 
continue to take action against par¬ 
ents who take their children on term 
time holidays without permission. 

Shropshire Council said it would 
continue to issue fines because such 
unauthorised absences could harm 
children’s learning. 

It comes after figures released 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act showed parents across the county 
had paid more than £50,000 in fines 
for unauthorised term time holidays. 

Christine Kerry, education access 
service manager for Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil, said: “It is known that missing 
school for any reason can cause a child 
to fall behind in their learning. 

“Sometimes children will find it dif¬ 
ficult to settle back into school after 
a break. 

“When children are taken out of 
school during the term time not only 
does the education of the individual 
child suffer, but it can cause dis¬ 
ruption to the rest of the class with 
teachers having to repeat work and 
give extra help so that the pupil can 
catch up. 

“If a child goes on holiday in term 
time or takes leave of absence for 
other reasons without permission 
from the school the absences will be 
marked in the school register as un¬ 
authorised absences and this may re¬ 
sult in a penalty notice of £60 (rising 
to £120) per parent per child being 
issued by the council. 

“It is pleasing to note that the 
number of penalty notices issued is 
decreasing. 

“This is because there has been a 
substantial reduction in sessions of 
unauthorised leave of absence taken 
since 2014.” 

Council officers at Telford & Wrekin 
Council also said they would carry on 
with the clampdown on unauthorised 
term time absences and said it was in 
line with government guidance. 



Christmas and New Year 
Service Levels in Oswestry 


Wednesday 21, Thursday 22 and Friday 23 December 

Normal Monday to Friday service 

m- Christmas Eve 

Saturday service 

Services will finish at approx. 6.30pm 

^ Christmas Day and Boxing Day;*Cu9fjS# 

Sorry, no service 

v Tuesday 27 December 

Sunday service 

WeJSV&day 28, Thursday 29 and Friday 30 December 

Saturday service ijl^ 

New Year's Eve 

Saturday service 

Services will finish at approx. 6.30pm 

New Year's Day 

Sorry, no service 

Monday 2 January 

Sunday service 

„ „ @ ARRIVA 

irrivabus.co.uk K 3 /arrivamidlandswest W @arrivamidlandsw m 

■ if! a [DBJ company 


Gourmet Shropshire 2017 

READER OFFER 

-ONLY£2.85 PLUS P&P*- 



Shropshire's FOOD 

AND DRINK BIBLE 
OUT NOW 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY CALL 0800 174 064 
OR EMAIL: SSSTARSERVICE@SHROPSHIRESTAR.CO.UK 

*Total price including postage £4.35 
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Length of 
life expected 
to be longer 

LIFE expectancy in Shropshire is 
continuing to increase, with people 
born now expected to live for three 
years more than 16 years ago. 

New figures reveal that the age to 
which people in the county are ex¬ 
pected to live is continuing to rise, 
potentially putting fresh pressure on 
services and stretching pensions pots. 

A boy born in Shropshire between 
2013 and 2015 could expect to live 
until they were 80.3 years old, the 
figures suggest, 3.4 years longer than 
those born between 2001 and 2003. 

Telford & Wrekin has also seen an 
increase over that period, from 75.8 
year to 78.4 years. 

Girls are also living longer than 15 
years ago, with Shropshire lasses now 
expected to live until they are 83.8, 
and females in Telford expected to 
reach 82 years of age. That compares 
with 81.2 and 79.7 respectively in 
2001. 

It means that people born in the 
county today can expect to live into 
the mid-2090s. 

But while a longer life is to be wel¬ 
comed, it also puts pressure on public 
services and pension pots, financial 
experts have warned. 

Chapel to host 
two carol services 

CEFN Chapel, Trewern, near Welsh¬ 
pool, will be celebrating Christmas 
with two carol services. 

The first one will take place today 
(Thursday) at 1.30pm when pupils 
from the nearby Trewern/Buttington 
primary school will be entertaining 
the congregation with carols and mu¬ 
sical entertainment. 

Then tomorrow at 7pm, a carols by 
candlelight service will be held. 

People are asked to come along to 
enjoy the seasonal music and free 
refreshments to get in the mood for 
Christmas. 


Commitment to club 
sees Alex win hero prize 


Report by Naomi Penrose 

A COMMITTED member of the 
physiotherapy team at Oswestry 
Orthopaedic Hospital has been 
named as the winner of the latest 
Health Hero Award - after being 
nominated by a grateful volun¬ 
teer. 

Alex Whitfield-Jones, a physiothera¬ 
py technical instructor at the hospital, 
has won the award for November af¬ 
ter being nominated by Gill Cripps, a 
hard-working volunteer who is chair¬ 
man of the hospital’s disabled swim¬ 
ming club. 

Gill said: “Alex is a member of staff in the 
physiotherapy department who has gone 
more than the extra mile to maintain our 
vital service,” said Gill. “Her commitment 
to the club deserves to be recognised. 

“Each year she revitalises our volun¬ 
teers with a comprehensive session of life 
saving and general safety practices in and 
around the pool, and encourages them with 
a weekly fitness training programme. She 
makes herself available at all times to deal 
with all the myriad problems which inevita¬ 
bly occur. She is our unsung hero.” 

The disabled swimming club was first set 
up in October 1992 and runs every Tuesday 
between 3pm and 6pm. 

It gives patients the opportunity to con¬ 
tinue improving once their treatment has 
been completed, as well as the chance to 
find joy, pleasure, reduced pain or relax¬ 
ation in the warm water of the hospital 
hydrotherapy pool. Alex said: “The disa¬ 
bled swimming club is so important to our 
patients and, for many, it can be the high¬ 
light of their week. I am just a small part of 
the team that allows it to run, so it is very 
humbling for me to be presented with this 
award. It means a lot to me and I want to 
thank Gill for putting me forward.” 



Alex-Whitfield Jones, centre, with hospital chief executive Mark Brandreth and Gill Cripps 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Landlord needed 
for village bar 

A COMMUNITY centre’s bar could 
close its doors in the New Year if it 
cannot find a new occupant. 

Criftins Parish Pump, between 
St Martins and Ellesmere, operates 
within the village hall and acts as a 
bar and meeting place. 

The current landlords have handed 
their notice in and will leave before 
March. 

Village hall committee members 
say it leaves an opening for anyone 
wanting the challenge of running a 
business. 

Treasurer of the parish hall com¬ 
mittee, John Driskell, said: “There 
will be a vacancy at the Parish Pump 
at the end of the year. We don’t want 
to lose the pub, it’s the social hub of 
the village”. 

The hall hosts events from coffee 
mornings to snooker tournaments, 
regular meetings for local organisa¬ 
tions and private functions. 

Facilities on site include tennis 
courts, a bowling green, snooker ta¬ 
bles and function rooms. 

Club looking for 
more members 

A CLUB has had a successful start to 
its new season. 

The Welsh Club’s season started 
off with a cabaret at The Venue, Park 
Hall, Oswestry. 

This event was followed by a talk on 
Welsh archaeology while last month 
Welsh legends was the topic for a pro¬ 
fessional story teller. 

The next meeting will be tomorrow 
(Friday) from 7.30pm at the Guildhall. 

Christmas entertainment will be 
provided by a quartet from Llansilin, 
and tea and mince pies will be pro¬ 
vided. The club requires new mem¬ 
bers so that it can continue to be 
successful. The club is for those who 
can speak Welsh or who are learning 
the language. It meets once a month 
between September and May. For fur¬ 
ther details call (01691) 670393. 



Your weekly newspaper 


HOT NEW WEST END SHOWS FOR 2017 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


CAROUSEL 

AT THE LONDON COLISEUM 

KATHERINE JENKINS AND ALFIE BOE WILL 
STAR FOR THE FIRST TIME TOGETHER IN THE 
WEST END 

Fifteen years after getting caught up in an armed robbery 
and taking his own life, the charming carousel barker 
Billy Bigelow gets a chance to return to earth and make 
amends. Discovering that his daughter Louise has grown 
into a lonely, troubled teenager, haunted by her father’s 
legacy, Billy vows to restore pride to his family in the 
musical voted by Time as the greatest of the 20th Century. 
Features much-loved classic songs ‘You’ll Never Walk 
Alone’, ‘If I Loved You’, ‘Mister Snow’ and ‘June is Bustin 
Out All Over’, 

5 weeks only - from 7 April 2017 


T 


BAT OUT OF HELL 

THE MUSICAL 


GLOWING LIKE THE METAL ON THE EDGE 
OF A KNIFE 


Jim Steinmarfs epic rock and roll theatrical fantasy 
BAT OUT OF HELL THE MUSICAL, the inspiration for one of 
the most iconic and successful albums in history, is set to 
explode onto the London Coliseum stage in 2017. 

BAT OUT OF HELL is a romantic adventure about rebellious 
youth that tears through over 15 of Jim Steinman’s 
classic songs. 


SAVOY THEATRE 


55 performances only June - July 2017 


DREAMGIRLS 


VI STEIHMIfc 3 


THE MOST ANTICIPATED MUSICAL OF THE YEAR 


ALFIE KATHERINE tN 
BOE JENKINS O 

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN'S 

CAROUSEL 


Thirty-five years after the groundbreaking original 
Broadway production, this UK and West End premiere of 
the sensational and iconic Tony Award®-winning musical 
DREAMGIRLS comes to London, starring Amber Riley. 
DREAMGIRLS transports you to a revolutionary time in 
American music history and charts the tumultuous journey 
of a young female singing trio from Chicago, Illinois called 
‘The Dreams’. They learn the hard lesson that show business 
is as tough as it is fabulous. 

Booking until 6th May 2017 


Bat 

I :l ‘ l I 

Hell 

▼ THMIIIS Cil 

lO*DCN COH **t M 


From only 


Theatre breaks by coach, rail or go as you please 


£169 .95pp 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01524 37500 


Quote: WOL5 


OPENING TIMES: M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prize awarded 
for green efforts 

AN eco pioneer has won an award for 
being a sustainability champion, in¬ 
spiring change in his workplace. 

Iain Cox, aged 43 and originally 
from Welshpool, was a winner in the 
Sustain Wales Awards. 

Mr Cox spent his early career de¬ 
signing products that relied on a fast 
turnaround of manufacture and con¬ 
sumption, which made him realise 
how his own actions impacted on the 
environment. 

He said: “Winning the sustaina¬ 
bility champion award is recognition 
for my work in helping businesses 
and publicly-funded organisations to 
benefit by putting sustainability into 
practice. 

“I set up Ecostudio in 2008.” 

Mr Cox also added: “This award 
will give Ecostudio more credibility 
and visibility in a challenging market¬ 
place.” 

New mace bearer 
taking over role 

WELSHPOOL Town Council has ap¬ 
pointed a new mace bearer. 

The council has appointed the new 
mace bearer following John Astley 
stepping down due to ill health. The 
position will now be held by Coun¬ 
cillor Heather Chave for a 12-month 
trial period. 

Town clerk Robert Robinson said: 
“John will be involved in training as 
he did such a great job.” 

He added: “It will be a difficult act 
to follow but we are sure that Heather 
is up for that. 

“We look forward to Heather com¬ 
ing into the office for her fitting of the 
regalia. 

Mr Robinson said: “The town coun¬ 
cillors all wish Heather well in her 
new post.” 


Council 'spends to save’ 
by backing £lm deal 


Report by Naomi Penrose 

A SEVEN figure sum has been 
spent on new machinery in a bid 
to save money. 

About £lmillion has been spent by 
Powys County Council on new JCB 
equipment, tractors and traffic lights. 

Powys County Council say the “spend- 
to-save” investment will see a dozen traf¬ 
fic light and trailer units added to recent 
purchases of JCB mini-diggers, skid steer 
loaders, ride-on rollers, Ifor Williams trail¬ 
ers and Massey Ferguson tractors. 

Councillor John Brunt, cabinet member 
for highways, said: “The council has to find 
significant savings over the next three years 
so making the best use of capital funding to 
reduce day-to-day revenue spending, which 
is under considerable pressure, makes fi¬ 
nancial sense. 

“In the past we have relied on hiring 
plant equipment to carry out highway 
works and this has not been a cost-effective 
use of our budget. 

“By buying this equipment we are pro¬ 
viding the right tools for our staff to carry 
out the work and improve our highway 
maintenance service and cutting costs. 

“This is a positive spend-to-save initi¬ 
ative which will help the council meet its 
savings targets.” 

The investment is part of the council’s 
plant and vehicle review project, which has 
been ongoing for the last 14 months. 

A review of essential plant equipment 
and vehicle requirements, as well as the 
way the council carries out routine highway 
maintenance works, has taken place as part 
of the project. Redundant plant equipment 
has been sold at auction with funds re-in¬ 
vested into the new assets machinery. 


MP backs family support charity 



Glyn Davies with representatives from Montgomeryshire Family Crisis Centre 


GLYN Davies, Conservative MP 
for Montgomeryshire, is calling 
for more awareness and funding 
to be raised for the Montgomer¬ 
yshire Family Crisis Centre. 

The crisis centre serves the 
whole of the county. 

The centre supports men, 
women and children who are ex¬ 
periencing or have been affected 
by domestic abuse across Mont¬ 
gomeryshire. 

It depends on funding from 
Powys County Council and 
voluntary support across the 
county. 

Commenting after a recent 
visit to the Montgomeryshire 
Family Crisis Centre, Mr 
Davies said: “Unfortunately, 
the changing pressures and val¬ 
ues of modern life are creating 
an increasing need for bodies 
whose objectives are to help deal 
with the consequences of family 
breakdown. 

“We are fortunate to have the 
Montgomeryshire Family Crisis 
Centre. 

“It does fantastic work help¬ 
ing men and women at a low 
point in their lives. 

“The only way in which a 
charitable body working in such 
a complex and sensitive policy 
area can function is with exter¬ 
nal financial support.” 


Session will 
advise war 
researchers 

A FREE training session to help peo¬ 
ple interested in researching the lives 
of men and women on local war me¬ 
morials will take place in the New 
Year. 

Powys County Council is joining 
forces with the Powys War Memorial 
Project and its own Archives Service 
to run the event on February 9 be¬ 
tween 1pm to 4pm. 

Aimed at people who are new re¬ 
searching family and local history, 
the session will guide participants 
through resources available online 
such as Ancestry.co.uk and Find- 
MyPast.co.uk as well as original re¬ 
sources held by the council’s Archives 
Service itself. 

The Powys War Memorials Project, 
which is being led by Powys County 
Council and commemorates the cen¬ 
tenary of World War One, has been 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Cadw and the Brecon Beacons Na¬ 
tional Park Authority. 

The training day will be held in 
Brecon.To book a place on the train¬ 
ing course, email warmemorials@ 
powys.gov.uk or telephone 01597 
827597. Numbers are limited so it is 
advisable to book early. 

waste reminder 
for companies 

BUSINESSES in the county are being 
reminded by Powys County Council of 
their legal obligations for the waste 
and recycling that they produce. 

Three businesses have been issued 
with fixed penalty notices for failing to 
produce the relevant documentation 
showing that they have arrangements 
in place for the waste and recycling 
they produce. Each business received 
a £300 fixed penalty notice. 


JJfEADOW^IEW 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

Meadow View Windows has now been trading for over 18 years 
and offer top quality service with the home improvement market. 

If you require any further information about the services we offer, 
please contact a member of staff. 

• MADE TO MEASURE REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

• VARIOUS TYPES OF DOORS 

• AVAILABLE IN TIMBER, UPVC AND ALUMINIUM 

• CONSERVATORIES/PORCHES/CARPORTS/CANOPIES 

• FASCIA AND SOFFIT REPLACEMENT 

• BUILDING SERVICES/EXTENSIONS/CONVERSIONS/PATIOS 



Star^TraveL 


Your weekly newspaper 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Oswestry and Welshpool 


A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory Gua L<Jian~ 
into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... 8£? 

In just a few days we will transform your old 
conservatory into a beautiful garden room... 
...and here’s how we do it, first of all we remove 
the roof, we will then construct and install the 
lightweight aluminium frame, next we add the 
high performance insulated roof before the 
interior is finished to your specification. 

Extra living space can mean a lounge, dining room, study, j 

kitchen, playroom, hideaway, in fact whatever you want it to 
be. With a Guardian™ Roof in place, you’ve not just got more 
options - you’ve transformed your home! 

• Thermally efficient for lower heating bills 

• Fully guaranteed 

• Choice of exterior finish to match your home 

• Extends your ground floor living area 

Welshpool Shrewsbury 

01938 556555 01743 368700 

BRONHAUL YARD, BROOK STREET, 
WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 



EMMERDALE 
STUDIO EXPERIENCE, 


York & Leeds 



Departing Saturday 11 February 2017 


Quote Code: UHY434 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to The Emmerdale Studio Experience on 
Sunday 

✓ Free time in York and Leeds 


2 days, by coach 

£119 ^ 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


ROYAL ASCOT 

on Ladies’ Day 
& Oxford 



Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 
miles of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal 
Ascot on Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer 
(ticket upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 


2 days, by coach 

£169 


only 


,95pp 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01524 37500 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com GX415 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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www.ableworld.co.uk 


IDEAS 


smufis 

NOW FROM ONLY glW|J 


FREEPHONE 
0800 096 5440 


ril 


F ROAA\ ONLY/ 


rir 




FRQMjQNLYi 

INGLUDESi FIT TING;A^a WARRANTY / 


THREE LUCKY 
CUSTOMERS 
WILL WIN BACK 
THE PRICE OF 
THEIR STAIRLIFT 

YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAW IF YOU PURCHASE BETWEEN 
26TH SEPTEMBER AND 23RD DECEMBER. 
DRAW DATE 31ST DECEMBER 2016 




FINANCE OPTIONS NOW AVAILABLE - CONTACT STORE FOR 


l-Ute Wheelchair 


• Seat Width: 17” • Solid Tyres 

• Max User Weight: 18 stone 

• Easy to fold down 


Tabley Riser Recliner Chair 


• Overall Height: 42.5” 

• Overall Width: 32” 

• Overall Depth: 35.5” 

• Colours may vary 

» Maximum User Weight: 23 stone 


Harley V Pillow 


DETAILS 


n IL M 


DON'T FORGET 
TO STOCK 
UP ON YOUR 


Bellavita Bathlift 


3 recline positions 
Fits to the base of the bath, 
easily removable 
Comfort covers are machine 
washable 


Rascal Pioneer 

Luxury Road or Pavement Scooter 

Max. Speed 8mph 
Max User Weight: 25 stone 
Fitted with full lighting 
kit and handbrake for 
added safety 


Disabled Badge 
Holders 


Classic 

Readier 


SHREWSBURY 

ABLEWORLD 

Heathgates Bank Ditherington, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 4BB 

Tel: (01743) 369427 

shrewsbury@ableworld.co.uk 

Free car park next to banbury windows 


OSWESTRY 

ABLEWORLD 

The RJ and AH Orthopaedic Hospital 
Gobowen, Oswestry, SY10 7AG 

Tel: (01691) 680180 

oswestry@ableworld.co.uk 

Now At The Main Entrance 


facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 

ableworld AbleworldUK 


www.ableworld.co.uk 

Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 


Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk 


(Communit y Equipment Dis penser 

NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 

Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in 
Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 
Ableworld are an Appointed Representative of MBL Insurance, 

| who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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Bell's 


Pi MUNI | 


OFFER OF 
THE WEEK 



M 


1 f 

SAVE £2 

£4.99 

" j 

\ m 

W NOW ONLY J 

L £8.99 J 

f SAVE £5 

£12.9! 


JMj 

■TTTTJjA 


nrrrf 


SAVE £1 1 

W SAVE £2. 

l£3.9! 




SAVE £10 

Tmmwi 
H NttkM 

4 
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Offers end 24th December 
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DELIVERY 

SERVICE 

AVAIIARIE 


and receive a voucher for a FREE 
Christmas Turkey Dinner worth £6.99 

Served in our Coffee Shop. Vegetarian option available 



RiKH'l i 


Riffl 
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“ NEWS IN BRIEF 

Action agreed 
to improve 
town markets 

AN action plan has been agreed to re¬ 
verse the fortunes of market traders in 
Oswestry. 

David Clough, Oswestry Town Coun¬ 
cil’s retail markets and events manager, 
has insisted “staying the same is not an 
option”. 

Details of the action plan were heard 
at the latest meeting of Oswestry Town 
Council’s markets and car parks commit¬ 
tee, where members agreed to back the 
plan. 

Mr Clough said the action plan aims to 
increase the number of traders who op¬ 
erate from the indoor market, to provide 
an infrastructure that supports market 
traders and to improve the viability and 
vitality of Oswestry’s outdoor market. 

He said: “It’s clear and very strongly 
agreed that staying the same is not an 
option for Oswestry markets, and this 
came from both traders and councillors 
acknowledging the statistical evidence in 
the drop in outdoor trader numbers.” 

Following a series of events including 
a markets seminar held earlier this year, 
Mr Clough said one of the key actions 
looking to be taken is for the market to 
gain management of the streets towards 
Bailey Street and Cross Street in the 
town. 

“We’re hoping to work with Shropshire 
Council to try and develop this plan. 

“Really it’s bringing the markets to 
the people and the hope is that it will pull 
people up towards the Bailey Head and 
that’s key,” he said. 

Mr Clough said encouraging people to 
head up towards the traditional market 
square - the Bailey Head - means peo¬ 
ple will hopefully pay a visit to the indoor 
market. He said public support was key to 
the success of the markets. 


Winners of 
contest named 

TWO Powys children have won a writ¬ 
ing competition, which was launched in 
memory of a former librarian. 

Eight-year old Ruby Clarke from Ber- 
riew CP School and 13-year-old Glesni 
Powell Brecon High School have been 
named winners of the inaugural Kathleen 
George Memorial Writing Competition. 
The competition, which was launched at 
the end of May at Llanwrtyd Wells Li¬ 
brary, is in memory of the late Kathleen 
George who was a librarian in Llanwrtyd 
Wells and Llandrindod Wells for over 20 
years. 

Children were invited to write a short 
story of up to 500 words on the subject 
of ‘magic’, a theme close to Kathleen’s 
heart. The entries were judged by an in¬ 
dependent panel of judges. 

Ruby won the 7-11 age category and 
Glesni won the 12-15 age category and 
both won a £10 book token. 

Runners-up Oliver Morgan from Ysgol 
Dolafan, Emily Gwillim from Builth 
Wells CP School, Daisy Wood from Ber- 
riew CP School and Willem Sarraf from 
Ysgol Dolafan each received a £5 book 
token. 

Kathleen was an avid reader and writer 
and her family and friends saw the com¬ 
petition as a way to encourage and help 
develop writing with children and young 
people - as well as a fitting tribute to her. 

Have your say on 
the rights of way 

ANYONE who enjoys the public rights of 
way network and open spaces in Powys 
are being invited to have their say in a 
survey which is looking to capture peo¬ 
ple’s priorities around maintaining the 
network over the next 10 years. 

The current 10 year Rights of Way 
Improvement plan was launched in 2007 
and has to be reviewed and updated by 
law. 

The survey seeks to find out views on 
the current state of the network, usage, 
priorities and barriers that stop people 
from enjoying the countryside. Residents 
and interested parties can access the sur¬ 
vey via the council’s website www.powys. 
gov.uk/haveyoursay and clicking on the 
Right of Way page. 

A short animation gives people some 
basic facts around the network and there 
are links provided from the Have Your 
Say page for people to find out more 
about the role of countryside services, 
the definitive map and the public rights 
network. 


House fire rescue prompts support for campaign 



Ellie Minter from Weston Rhyn was rescued by firefighters from a house fire 

A WOMAN who was dragged unconscious has thrown her support behind a campaign to 
from a blazing house has backed calls to save a secure the future of one of two full time fire- 
fire engine at risk of being axed. fighting appliances serving the Wrexham area, 

Ellie Minter said she owed her life to fire- which could be taken out of service, 
fighters who attended her home in Weston One of the crews sent to the scene when the 
Rhyn, near Oswestry, to deal with the fire. She fire broke out on November 27 was from Wrex- 


A march was held in Wrexham in opposition to the proposed cuts 

ham. Mrs Minter was rescued from her home She said: “They saved my life and I was told 
after a smouldering log resulted in flames that the equipment used by the Wrexham crew 
spreading to curtains that caused a “flash” that to get me out was essential. If it wasn’t for that 
blew out her patio doors. During the ordeal she second engine from Wrexham, I wouldn’t be 
suffered the effects of smoke inhalation but here now and that’s why I’m supporting the 
was otherwise unhurt during the incident. campaign to save it. 


Volunteers are working to 
improve Offa's Dyke path 




Volunteers have been working hard to ensure paths and trails are up to standard 


Report by Sally Williams 

A GROUP of keen volunteers are 
working to improve the ancient 
Offa’s Dyke path, after a new 
survey revealed that almost a 
tenth of footpaths in England and 
Wales are “difficult or impossible 
to use”. 

Ellie Clewlow, from the Ramblers, 
said the work is being carried out on 
the path near Oswestry. 

She said: “The work is being carried out 
on a stretch of the Offa’s Dyke path close to 
Llanymynech Golf Club and involves resur¬ 
facing parts of the track. 

“It aims to improve the surface, including 
installing plank revertment and a board¬ 
walk, which will make a big difference to 
the path. 

“The work is being carried out by a team 
of volunteers from Powys who work closely 
with Powys County Council, repairing foot¬ 
paths across the county.” 

Peter Danby, of Oswestry Ramblers, 
added: “Offa’s Dyke is generally well main¬ 
tained but it is being used as an example of 
where work is being undertaken to improve 
pathways across the country. 

“There are many, many other minor 
paths in this area that link up to it that 
need attention as a result of funding cuts 
and we desperately need more volunteers 
to help to improve them. 

“The Parish Paths Partnerships Scheme 
is an initiative that is trying to achieve 
this.” 

He said the scheme aims to ensure that 
the entire rights of way network is legally 
defined, properly maintained and well 
publicised and anyone who would like to 
help can contact helen.beresford@shrop- 
shiregov.uk. 



The volunteers are installing a boardwalk Volunteers carry out their work on the ancient path carefully 
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Ellesmere line dancers took part in the Christmas parade in Oswestry and entered a float 


Jason Aymes receives the cheque from John Croft 


Parade 


ORGANISERS of Oswestry’s Christ¬ 
mas Parade have revealed the 
event raised nearly £3,900 for good 
causes - and the cash has already 
started to be handed out. 

A total of 57 entries took part in the 
big festive parade through the town cen¬ 
tre with the entries including walking 
groups, vintage vehicles and floats. 

The annual parade was organised by mem¬ 
bers of Borderland Rotary Club with the help 
of members of Oswestry Rotary Club and Cam¬ 
brian Rotary Club. 

The public packed the pavements for the big 


boosts group 


festive parade and their generosity helped to 
lift the total amount raised for local charities 
during the event. 

As well as the people of Oswestry for at¬ 
tending and giving so generously, members of 
Oswestry Borderland Rotary Club thanked all 
the shops and businesses in the town who con¬ 
tributed to the collection. 

Geoff Barre from the group said: “We are 
grateful to the manager, Peter Schwarz, and 
staff of Nat West Bank who allowed us to se¬ 
verely test their coin counting machine which 
dealt most efficiently with around £3,000 in 
small coins.” 

The first donation from the funds raised at 
this year’s Christmas parade was made to the 


Oswestry branch of the St John Ambulance or¬ 
ganisation. 

Borderland Rotary president John Croft 
presented a cheque to Jason Aymes from the 
organisation. 

The donation of £152 will complete the 
funds required for the purchase of a new port¬ 
able tent treatment centre to replace the old 
one that is over 10 years old and, as a result of 
much use, is now showing its age. 

Each year the volunteer members of the unit 
cover events in and around Oswestry offering 
first aid. 

Members said they were very grateful to Bor¬ 
derlands Rotary and other sponsors for helping 
them to update their equipment. 



Border Counties School of Gymnastics took part in the big parade which 
passed through Oswestry town centre and raised money for good causes 


ENQUIRE 

Want more customers? 

Generate leads 
for your business 

Get your phone ringing with an Enquire package. 

To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/enquire or call 01902 504512 

MNA DIGITAL 

51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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1s NEWS in brief 

Churches to 
be busy over 
festive period 

A SERIES of church services will take 
place over the Christmas period. 

A candlelit family carol service, with 
mince pies, will take place on Saturday 
at 5pm at Cornerstone Baptist Church at 
11 Lower Brook St, Oswestry. A Chris- 
tingle service will take place on Sunday 
at 3.30pm at St Martins Parish Church 
in St Martins.A carols by candlelight 
service will be held at 4.30pm on Sun¬ 
day at Holy Trinity Church, Roft Street, 
Oswestry. At 6pm at carol service with 
an international flavour will be held at 
Albert Road Evangelical Church, Albert 
Road, Oswestry, on Sunday. A traditional 
festival of nine lessons and carols will be 
held at St Oswald’s Church in Oswestry 
at 6.30pm on Sunday. 

Also on Sunday Hope Church Carol 
Concert, featuring the Porthywaen Band, 
will take place at 6.30pm at The Marches 
School in Oswestry. A carols by candle¬ 
light event will take place at 7pm at Cabin 
Lane Church, Cabin Lane, Oswestry, on 
Sunday. A Christmas carol service will 
take place on Monday at 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church in Selattyn and this will 
be followed by mince pies. A Christingle 
service will take place on Christmas Eve 
at St John’s Church in Weston Rhyn at 
3.30pm. There will be carols outside the 
Oswestry Methodist Church in Castle 
Street on Christmas Eve at 4pm with re¬ 
freshments afterwards. A children’s Mass 
will take place at 6pm on Christmas Eve 
and there will be Mass at 9pm at Our 
Lady and St Oswald’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Oswestry. Also on Christmas 
Eve there will be a carol service at 7pm 
at Christ Church, Rhydycroesau. A car¬ 
ols by candelight service will take place 
on Christmas Eve at 11.15pm at Moors 
Methodist Church, Moors Lane, 

Care company 
highly praised 

AN award-winning care company has 
been rated as ‘good’ across the board fol¬ 
lowing a robust inspection by the Care 
Quality Commission. 

The CQC, the independent regulator 
for health and social care in England, vis¬ 
ited Bluebird Care and recently published 
its annual report praising the company 
for its care and several unique initiatives. 

The company provides individually-tai¬ 
lored at home care to people living in 
Oswestry, Shrewsbury, Church Stretton 
and Ellesmere and the surrounding areas 
and was found by inspectors to be provid¬ 
ing safe, effective, caring, responsive and 
well-lead care. 

The report highlighted that all of the 
18 customers they spoke with told inspec¬ 
tors they felt “safe and comfortable” with 
Bluebird Care staff being in their homes. 

The inspectors praised the companies 
‘real time’ electronic rota system, and 
PASS system - an app it has invested in 
to make arranging, tracking and report¬ 
ing on customer’s visits as fail-safe as 
possible. 

Director of Bluebird Care Shropshire, 
Ian Barnes said: “I am really pleased that 
the report praised the company so highly 
and said it was well-lead and managed. 
One of the things we pride ourselves on 
is providing care plans which are tailored 
to each individual.” 

Police complaint 
figure is falling 

THE number of complaints made to 
West Mercia Police about officers in the 
past year is down slightly on previous 12 
months, new figures have revealed. 

The force, which covers Shropshire, 
received 509 complaints in 2015/16, com¬ 
pared to 513 in 2014/15 - a one per cent 
decrease. Complaints can be made up of 
a number of allegations, and the figures, 
released by the Independent Police Com¬ 
plaints Commission show a 13 per cent 
fall in the number of allegations against 
police in West Mercia. 

But it was not so good news for the 
time taken to deal with complaints, with 
West Mercia only dealing with 80 per cent 
within the target of 10 days. 

That is an improvement on the 76 per 
cent in 2014/15 - but it still makes it the 
fifth worst force in the country for the 
time taken in dealing with complaints. 
West Midlands Police was joint bottom, 
with 1,168 complaints recorded against 
officers in 2015/16 and only 73 per cent 
dealt with in 10 days or less. 


Police plea for information after cat is shot with airgun 


Black cat Benji suffered an injury after being shot with an airgun in Whittington 


An image shows the injury to Benji the cat caused by an airgun 


ANOTHER cat has been shot with an airgun 
in the Oswestry area, police officers have re¬ 
vealed. 

Black cat Benji was hurt after being targeted 
in the Pen Y Bryn Avenue area of Whittington, 
near Oswestry. 


He was shot between 6.20am and 7.30am on 
Tuesday last week, police officers who serve the 
area have said. 

Oswestry Rural North safer neighbourhood 
team, which is investigating the matter, be¬ 
lieves the offender either lives in the vicinity 


or is visiting the area and have asked the public 
for information about the incident. 

Anyone with any information about the 
shooting should telephone the non emergency 
police number 101 quoting reference 0396S of 
December 8. 


Another cat had to undergo surgery after 
being shot in the leg with a similar weapon 
in the Meads area of Weston Rhyn, also near 
Oswestry, on December 2. X-ray images show¬ 
ing the pellet in the cat’s leg were released and 
police have asked for information. 


Recycling group marks 30 
years of success with party 




Jr- 


Cae Post has been leading the way in the recycling industry 


Cllr John Powell, Cllr Hazel Evans, Montgomeryshire MP Glyn Davies, Cllr Rosemarie Harris and John 
Harrington, chair of Cae Post, at the 30-year celebration 


Report by Sally Williams 


MORE than 100 people joined a 
party to celebrate the 30th birth¬ 
day of a charity that runs a recy¬ 
cling business. 

Cae Post, a charity and social enter¬ 
prise based in Trewern, near Welsh¬ 
pool, welcomed supporters, customers 
and employees to its anniversary at 
Welshpool Town Hall to mark 30 years 
of creating work opportunities for dis¬ 
abled and disadvantaged people across 
Shropshire and Mid Wales. 

Best known as a successful business re¬ 
cycling thousands of tonnes of materials 
each year from the homes and businesses 
of North Shropshire and Powys, Cae Post 
was originally set up in 1986 as a commu¬ 
nity organisation to create work for people 
with learning disabilities. 

The event was hosted by BBC Radio 
Shropshire presenter Jim Hawkins and the 
special guest was Danielle Brown MBE, 
double Paralympic archery champion from 
Telford. John Harrington, one of the found¬ 
ers and current chair of the board of trus¬ 
tees, said: “When a number of volunteers 
came together to set Cae Post up, they were 
pioneers, innovators, social enterprise vi¬ 
sionaries. Our aim back then - as it still is - 
was to provide meaningful and worthwhile 
activity for people whilst making the world 
a better place in environmental terms. 

“In 1986 there was no kerbside collection 
for recycling in Powys. 

“Today, there’s a whole industry set up 
to deal with our waste and separating val¬ 
uable materials. 

“Cae Post plays its part in this industry 
but with a massive difference: our endeav¬ 
ours help people gain valuable experience 
in the work place.” 


Danielle Brown MBE, Paralympic archery champion 


Cae Post’s 30th birthday celebrations at Welshpool Town Hall 
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BPstmas 


Your essential 12-page festive programme guide 


Holmes and Watson return 


Drama to be found in Soapiand Sp ec j a | Strictly sees stars dazzle ^ n,m ated delight for all to eni 


enjoy 
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Festive film guide 


Magic mix of 
movie treats 

Scrooged (1988) 

(CHRISTMAS EVE, CHANNEL 4,2.45PM) 

Frank Cross (Bill Murray) is a ruthless TV execu¬ 
tive who only thinks of the festive season in terms of 
ratings. 

This year, he’s pinning his hopes on a gimmick-lad¬ 
en live version of A Christmas Carol (complete with a 
terrifying trailer), little guessing that he’s about to find 
himself staring in his own personal version. 

No one does cynicism quite like Murray, and he’s on 
fine form in this updating of Charles Dickens’ classic 
tale. It may never reach the heights of the not-altogeth- 
er-dissimilar Groundhog Day, but in addition to Murray, 
there are scene-stealing turns from David Johansen 
and Carol Kane as the Ghosts of Christmas Past and 
Present respectively. 

And if someone wants to make a full-length version 
of the TV movie-within-a-movie The Night the Reindeer 
Died, we’d probably watch that as well. 



Bill Murray and Carol Kane in the film Scrooged 


The Lady in the Van (2015) 

(CHRISTMAS EVE, BBC2,9.00PM) 

Playwright Alan Bennett (Alex Jennings) moves into 
a house in Camden - and soon after, a cantankerous 
woman called Miss Shepherd (Dame Maggie Smith) 
settles in the same street in her ramshackle vehicle. 

Alan foolishly agrees to let her take up temporary 
residence on his driveway. Months turn into years and 
the playwright despairs as he becomes Miss Shep¬ 
herd’s guardian and suffers regular visits from interfer¬ 
ing social services worker Miss Briscoe (Cecilia Noble). 

Teasingly billed as “a mostly true story”, The Lady In 
The Van is an entertaining screen adaptation of Ben¬ 
nett’s award-winning 1999 stage work. Smith reprises 
her theatre role as the eponymous tramp, unleashing 
an array of withering putdowns that would surely have 
her imperious Dowager in Downton Abbey clucking 
with approval. 



The Lady in the Van stars Dame Maggie Smith 


Frozen (2013) 

(CHRISTMAS DAY, BBC1,3.10PM) 

As children, Anna (voiced by Kristen Bell) and Elsa 
(Idina Menzel) love to play together, taking full advan¬ 
tage of Elsa’s ability to create ice and snow from her 
fingertips. 

When an accident almost ends in disaster, the King 
(Maurice LaMarche) agrees to wipe Anna’s memory so 
she forgets about her sibling’s hidden talents. 

At the same time, Elsa hides from the public gaze, 
fearful that she will hurt someone else with her powers. 

When the King and Queen are subsequently lost 
at sea, Elsa reluctantly emerges to claim the throne. 
Unfortunately, on her coronation day, her gloves come 
off and the locals witness her skills... Frozen is one of 
the best animated features to canter out of the Disney 
stable in years. 

Bell and Menzel add vim to their plucky heroines, the 
latter singing the film’s stand-out song Let It Go. 



Disney’s massive hit Frozen premieres on BBC1 




Compiled by 

_ Catherine Stanworth _ 

THE countdown is officially on - 
with Radio Times’ legendary dou¬ 
ble Christmas issue having final¬ 
ly hit the newsstands, it’s time to 
get your fingers flexed to grab 
your pen and plan your festive 
viewing, AND your tactics on how 
to take control of the remote! 

Every channel in the UK has pulled their 
absolute best out of the hat to fill the festive 
TV schedules this year. 

We’ve picked out some of the best 
programmes on during Christmas 2016 in 
the UK, complete with confirmed broadcast 
times. 

From Christmas staples like Strictly 
Come Dancing to tempting foody offerings 
like Jamie’s Ultimate Christmas to great 
dramas including Sherlock, Doctor Who, 

Call the Midwife, Grantchester and more, 
there’s something for everyone this year. 

So, without further ado, check out our 
tempting TV taster below:- 


Birds Of A Feather 

(Christmas Eve, ITV, 8pm) 

In a feature-length special, Sharon 
Theodopolopodous, Tracey Stubbs and 
Dorien Green leave Essex behind to make a 
beeline for Tangier, on an African adventure 
that sees them kidnapped, stranded in the 
desert and bumping into a familiar face. 
Stars Pauline Quirke, Linda Robson and 
Lesley Joseph have already hinted there’s 
plenty of slapstick - involving camels - in 
store! 

Grantchester 

(Christmas Eve, ITV, 9pm) 

Everyone’s favourite vicar, Sidney Cham¬ 
bers (James Norton), is rushed off his feet 
with festive duties when we catch up with 
him for the Grantchester Christmas special. 

On the plus side, this leaves him little 
time to contemplate a life without his belov¬ 
ed Amanda (Morven Christie), an impos¬ 
sibility given his profession. There’s also a 
murder at the winter wedding to keep him 
and Geordie (Robson Green) occupied. 

Doctor Who 

(Christmas Day, BBC1,5.45pm) 

Doctor Who’s now staple viewing at 
Christmas, not least this year, as there’s 
been something of a drought. In this one- 
off, the Doctor (Peter Capaldi) teams up 
with an investigative journalist, played by 
Charity Wakefield, and a comic-book super¬ 
hero, portrayed by Justin Chatwin, to save 
New York from a deadly alien threat. 

Look out for Little Britain’s Matt Lucas, 
who also makes an appearance. 

The Last Dragonslayer 

(Christmas Day, Skyl, 5.45pm) 

Look forward to a world where 
fire-breathing dragons, magic and wizards 
co-exist with televisions and supermarkets, 
in the feature-length adventure The Last 
Dragonslayer, based on the novel by Jasper 
Fforde. 

Set against a familiar backdrop, akin to 
contemporary Britain, called the Ununit¬ 
ed Kingdom, it blends the medieval and 
modern as the heroine of the story, Jennifer 
Strange (Ellise Chappell), is thrust reluctant¬ 
ly into the messy and dangerous business 
of dragonslaying. 

Ricky Tomlinson and John Bradley also 
star. 


Strictly Come Dancing Christmas 

Special 

(Christmas Day, BBC1, 6.45pm) 

Tess Daly and Claudia Winkleman host 
the festive special, which sees six contest¬ 
ants from previous series returning to the 
dance floor. 

Olympian and presenter Denise Lewis, 
pop star Frankie Bridge, writer and actress 
Pamela Stephenson, celebrity chef Ainsley 
Harriott, TV presenter Gethin Jones and 
radio and TV host Melvin Odoom will be 
showing off their fancy festive footwork un¬ 
der the watchful eye of judges Craig Revel 
Horwood, Darcey Bussell, Bruno Tonioli and 
Len Goodman, making his farewell appear¬ 
ance on the show. Matt Goss (a participant 


in the Christmas 2013 show) performs his 
rendition of White Christmas. 

Call The Midwife 

(Christmas Day, BBC1, 8pm) 

This Christmas, the nuns of Nonnatus 
House are swapping East London for the 
sunnier climes of South Africa, when they 
set out to help a small mission hospital 
through a challenging time. 

Sinead Cusack joins the cast, playing Dr 
Myra Fitzsimmons, who runs the threat¬ 
ened Hope Clinic, as regular stars, includ¬ 
ing Jenny Agutter, Linda Bassett, Helen 
George and Charlotte Ritchie, endeavour 
to sprinkle a little cheer on their travels to 
another continent. 


Maigret’s Dead Man 

(Christmas Day, ITV, 9pm) 

Christmas isn’t Christmas without a 
classic whodunnit. Following the success of 
Maigret Sets A Trap, which aired at Easter, 
Rowan Atkinson returns as the legendary 
French fictional detective Jules Maigret in 
the ever so cheerily-titled Dead Man. 

Allow yourself to be transported to Fifties 
Paris, as the pipe-smoking gent sets out to 
solve another murder mystery. 

West Side Stories: The Making Of A 

Classic 

(Boxing Day, BBC2, 5.20pm) 

Bruno Tonioli’s best-known for his over- 
the-top judging on Strictly Come Dancing, 
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Last Tango in Halifax Christmas Special 


West Side Stories - The Making of a Classic, shown Boxing Day 


Ethel and Ernest get married on December 28 


but he’s set to show a more serious side 
when he co-presents a documentary on the 
much-loved musical West Side Story with 
Suzy Klein. 

Ahead of the show’s 60th anniversary 
next year, the pair go in search of the true 
stories behind its inception. The BBC Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra and singers bring to life 
the musical’s memorable songs. 

Outnumbered 

(Boxing Day, BBC1, 10pm) 

The Brockmans return to the small 
screen after almost three years away for this 
festive catch-up. It’s Boxing Day and the 
family have to carry out a special mission 
for Grandad. As usual things don’t go their 


way as they are beset by car problems, 
child problems, parent problems, emotional 
problems and the Second World War. 

It’s up to Pete and Sue to put things right 
- but if they cannot do it, then it seems the 
kids will just have to sort things out instead. 
Hugh Dennis and Claire Skinner star, with 
Tyger Drew-Honey, Daniel Roche and Ra¬ 
mona Marquez. 

Ethel & Ernest 

(December 28, BBC1, 7.30pm) 

Following its theatrical release in October, 
BBC1 will air the animated feature film Ethel 
& Ernest, an adaptation of Raymond Briggs’ 
award-winning graphic novel. 

The story’s a tribute to his parents, voiced 


by Jim Broadbent and Brenda Blethyn in 
the title roles, and follows their four dec¬ 
ades of marriage from the late-Twenties to 
the early-Seventies. There wasn’t a dry eye 
n the place when it was shown on the big 
screen, so prepare for this poignant tale to 
leave you blubbering. 

To Walk Invisible 

(December 29, BBC1, 9pm) 

Sally Wainwright, the scribe behind such 
successes as Last Tango In Halifax and 
Happy Valley, has written and directed a 
one-off drama about the Bronte sisters, 
“three fascinating, talented, ingenious York¬ 
shire women”, she says, whose personal 
lives were as intriguing as their writing. 


The drama takes a closer look at the 
siblings Emily, Charlotte and Anne, played 
by Chloe Pirrie, Finn Atkins and Charlie 
Murphy, whose genius work continues to 
enrapture readers. 

Sherlock 

(New Years Day, BBC1,9pm) 

Expected to be a record-breaking New 
Year’s Day special, Benedict Cumberbatch 
and Martin Freeman return as Sherlock 
Holmes and Doctor Watson for three new 
episodes, and going by the teaser trailer, 
it’s set to be action-packed. Expect helicop¬ 
ters, explosions and Sherlock menacingly 
musing, “Something’s coming, maybe it’s 
Moriarty, maybe it’s not...”. 


Action from the soaps 


Mix of drama 
and laughter 

EastEnders 

(BBC1) 

The residents of Albert Square are about to receive 
a visit from the Ghost of Christmas Past - otherwise 
known as Max Branning. 

But is he back to hand out a few presents and see 
his family, or is he still bearing a grudge about the fact 
that half the Square stood back and let him go to pris¬ 
on for a crime they knew he didn’t commit? 

Elsewhere, Shirley attempts to nag some sense into 
Phil, while the Mitchells face up to the reality that this 
could be his last Christmas. 

Denise’s plans for a peaceful festive season are ru¬ 
ined when Patrick invites Derek over and Kim tells their 
mum about the pregnancy. 



Max Branning is back in Walford this Christmas 


Emmerdale 

m 

Last Christmas, Zak gave Joanie his heart, but this 
year it looks like she might have to return it to its rightful 
owner, Lisa. 

Joanie certainly suspects that’s what Zak wants 
when they call in at his ex’s to wish Belle a happy 
birthday and he seems reluctant to leave again. And 
when Belle then plays a recording on her new laptop, 
it’s clear where Zak’s heart really lies. As a hurt Joanie 
storms out, will Zak follow her or will he take the chance 
to win back Lisa? 

Meanwhile, if any family in Emmerdale deserves a 
happy Christmas, it’s the Thomases, and it looks like 
they mightget one when they receive a surprise. 



Big decision - should Zak be with Lisa or Joanie? 


Coronation Street 

(ITV) 

Here’s a Christmas treat for us all: Our Toyah’s back 
on the cobbles! 

Unfortunately, she isn’t bringing any good cheer with 
her - she announces her marriage is over because 
she’s been having an affair. That means that Leanne, 
Nick and Simon can’t spend the big day with her in 
Liverpool, so Ken insists they join the Barlows instead. 

That would be a good idea if it weren’t for the sim¬ 
mering tension between Peter and Nick, which boils up 
into a fight. 

Later, after Toyah has a tense meeting with her 
husband Toby and Leanne is taken to hospital with a 
headache, Simon’s drone spots Peter kissing his new 
girlfriend - can you guess who she is? 

Bethany’s crush on Gary becomes common knowl¬ 
edge. 

The mortified teenager takes an overdose. 



Toyah seeks help from her Corrie sister, Leanne 


Hollyoaks 

(Channel 4) 

As Sienna heads to the memorial garden to bury 
Nico’s ashes, she finds a wooden cross with the words 
‘Sienna Blake, RIP January 3, 2017’ painted on. 

Tension between Mac and Marnie leads Lisa to the 
conclusion that her night with Mac has been exposed. 

She confides in Cleo that she is going to end her re¬ 
lationship with Nathan, but will she actually go through 
with it? 
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Christmas pudding 


Chefs serve 
up top tips 

WHO BETTER TO ASK ADVICE FROM 
ON THE ART OF DISHING UP THE BEST 
CHRISTMAS DINNER, THAN CELEBRITY 
CHEFS ANTONIO CARLUCCIO, DONAL 
SKEHAN, MICHAEL CAINES, MARCUS 
WAREING, GIZZIE ERSKINE, RICK STEIN 
AND THE HAIRY BIKERS? 

The foodie experts serve up their top Christmas kitchen 
shortcuts, and share their favourite bits of the big day 
too... 

MUM’S CHRISTMAS PUD _ 

“I always look forward to 
making my [late] mum’s recipe 
for Christmas pudding,” says 
Michael Caines. “We always used 
to make it in October - we used 
to steam it - and then let it mari¬ 
nate and rest until Christmas.” 

What’s his secret to the perfect 
pud? “I use proper unpasteurised 
beef suet and some breadcrumbs, 
a bit of milk, bit of egg and then 
of course the fruit itself, and a 
little bit of booze,” he explains. 

“Fresh breadcrumbs, as opposed 
to dry breadcrumbs, just give 
a little bit more moisture to the Christmas pudding 
itself. If you get beef suet from the butcher that’s not 
been rendered, I think it’s a better flavour than the 
packet.” 

GOBBLE, GOBBLE 

The Hairy Bikers - aka David Myers and Simon ‘Si’ 
King - are all about turkey and goose at Christmas 
time. 

“I love me turkey, I love the whole ritual around it, it’s 
once a year, and it’s special,” says Dave. “When I was 
a kid, we always had a turkey. It was probably really 
cheap, but it was great. We had a sense of occasion, 
with giblet gravy. Now, of course, you get these won¬ 
derful turkeys - you pay for them, but by God, they’re 
good!” 

“There was one year that me and 
my middle son James, we went, 
‘Right, we want a change!’ So we 
cooked the turkey and we cooked 
goose! It was great,” remembers 
Si. 

WHOLE HOG 

Donal Skehan is not such a tur¬ 
key lover... “I’m not a big turkey 
fan. I do like it and I do cook it, 
but my go-to Christmas ham 
recipe is plum and star anise. It’s 
Fried brussel sprouts absolutely gorgeous, you bake 
it and it gives you this really 
rich, glossy ruby red colour on the outside and it looks 
spectacular on the table.” 

THE ITALIAN WAY 

Prone to over-boiling your Brussels sprouts? Antonio 
Carluccio has a few ideas for luxuriant Christmas 
cabbage dishes in his repertoireThere’s his cabbage 
Christmas starter which you make ahead of the big 
day. “You cook the cabbage soft and you put it on the 
side. Then you take some stale bread and you put it in 
the oven to biscuit it, to really make it dry. Then you 
grate some Parmesan and cut little chunks of Fontina 
cheese or Taleggio, melted cheese. Then you prepare 
stock on the side. Make the assembly in a container. 
You put a layer of the cabbage, a little bit of bread, 
Parmesan and cheese and then another layer, and 
on top you pour the hot stock, then let it go down. 

It makes all the bread soft inside and then, on top, 
you put fried, wonderful foaming butter with a bit of 
garlic.” 

ULTIMATE TIME SAVER 

Marcus Wareing is a turkey man 
(“Always Christmas turkey - it 
never changes. I don’t want 
goose, I don’t want beef - I can 
have all of that all year round”) 
but he tends to work on Christ¬ 
mas day, so lunch is left to his 
wife Jane (“I just come in at the 
end, finish it off and take the 
glory”). 

He recommends a few short¬ 
cuts so lunch is on the table as 
quickly as possible: “If you don’t 
want to cook a turkey for four 
to eight hours, depending on the 
size, take the legs off and cook them separately. You 
could even slow cook them the day before. Asking your 
butcher to break it down for you makes it a lot easier.” 
And the piece de resistance? “Paxo stuffing -1 love it. 

It reminds me of home.” 

DEAD GOOD DINNER 

Gizzi Erskine’s top Christmas dinner twist is to “add 
a bit of ginger to my bread sauce. So it has all the 
classic ingredients, loads of nutmeg, a bit of clove and 
then loads of powdered ginger for a more gingerbread 
flavour. It’s so delicious. It takes it to a different level. 
It’s not gingery, it’s warming!” 

PLAN AHEAD 

Rick Stein will be cooking for about 25 people with his 
son Jack this Christmas. “I think it will be goose; we’ll 
probably get some fresh langoustines in and have a 
starter of that, and then goose. If you’re having a din¬ 
ner party, aim to finish all the cooking and be washed 
up at least an hour before your guests are due.” 




Honey glazed ham 



BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Michael McIntyre’s 
Big Christmas Show, 
shown at 7.25pm 

6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus sports reports, weather 
forecasts andartsand entertainment 
features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
11.30 FILM: A Christmas Carol 
(2009) Animated fantasy, starring 
Jim Carrey. ★★ 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Winter: Earth’s 
Seasonal Secrets Documentary 
exploring how various animals rise 
to the challenge of surviving winter. 
2.15 FILM: The Chronicles of 
Narnia: Prince Caspian (2008) 
The four Pevensie children return to 
the magical land of Narnia to help 
the rightful king reclaim his throne. 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring 
Ben Barnes and IpMKjt Moseley. 

-HI 


4.30 

4.50 


6.15 

6.25 

6.30 

7.25 


8.25 


9.00 


Shrek the Halls (R) 
Penguins of 
Madagascar (2014) 
★★★ 

BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Pointless Celebrities 
Michael McIntyre’s Big 
Christmas Show 

Michael puts a festive spin 
on his weekend variety 
entertainment show, with 
live performances by Alfie 
Boe, Michael Ball, 
Catherine Tate and Harry 
Enfield. 

EastEnders Phil is given 
some tough love by both 
Shirley and Denise, Linda 
receives devastating family 
news and Dot closes up for 
the final time. Donna is 
touched by a dinner 
invitation. 

David Walliams 
Celebrates Dame 
Shirley Bassey The 

comedy actor hosts this 
special evening of 
entertainment in which the 
veteran singer performs 
some of her best-loved 
songs and looks back on 
her 60 years 
showbusiness. 

10.05 Peter Kay’s Chris 
Comedy Shuff 
festive collection of clips f 
from the comedian’s TV 
career, featuring highlights 
from Car Share and 
Phoenix Nights, as well as 
a seasonal singalong with 
Paul McCartney. 

10.50The Vicar of Dibley 

Alice suggests an 
unconventional nativity 
play starring herself and 
Hugo as Mary and Joseph, 
and adds an extra touch of 
authenticity by going into 
labour mid-performance. 

(R) 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 Midnight Mass: from 
St Chad’s Birmingham 

The Most Rev Bernard 
Longley, Archbishop of 
Birmingham, leads a 
Christmas Eve Midnight 
Mass broadcast live from 
St Chad’s Cathedral. 

1.00 FILM: Surviving Christmas 

(2004) ★ 2.25 Weather for the 

Week Ahead 2.30 BBC News 



Rowan Williams features 
in Carols from King’s, 
shown at 5.45pm 

6.15 FILM: Mars Needs Moms 
(2011) Animated sci-fi adventure, 
with the voice of Seth Robert Dusky. 
★★ 7.40 The NFL Show (R) 8.10 
FILM: Hans Christian Andersen 
(1952) Musical, starring Danny 
Kaye. ★★★ 10.00 Robot Wars 
Dara O Briain and Angela Scanlon 
present the final. (R) 11.00 Wallace 
& Gromit: A Close Shave (R) 11.30 
Nigella’s Christmas Kitchen (R) 
12.00 The Cook Who Changed 
Our Lives A profile of Milanese 
cook and food writer Anna Del 
Conte. (R) 1.00 FILM: Splash! 
(1984) Romantic fantasy comedy, 
with Tom Hanks and Daryl Hannah. 
★★★ 2.45 Snow Chick: A 
Penguin’s Tale Following the first 
in the life of an emperor 

Pf' " 


3.45 


4.45 


5.45 


7.00 


8.00 


9.00 


Gorilla Family and Me 

Part one of two. Gordon 
Buchanan spends time 
with Grauer’s gorillas. (R) 
Gorilla Family and Me 
Part two of two. Gordon 
SS^fianan revisits the 
. MR) 

Carols from King’s The 

traditional annual carol 
service at the Chapel of 
King’sCollege, Cambridge. 
Dad’s Army Mainwaring’s 
men face the might of a 
rival platoon in a battle to 
prove their worth. Arthur 
Lowe and John Le Mesurier 
play the superannuated 
soldiers. (R) 

Alan Bennett’s Diaries 

A candid profile of the 
writer, following him in his 
home village in Yorkshire, 
to his community library in 
Primrose Hill and durii§p^| 
trip to New York. 

The Lady in the Van 
(2015) Premiere. The 
true story of Alah 
Bennett’s friendship 
with an eccentric 
homeless woman, 
whom he befriended 
before allowing her to 
park her van outside his 
Camden home. Starring 
Maggie Smith and Alex 
Jennings. ★★★★ 

10.40 The National Lottery 
Live The all-important 
winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.50 Christmas TOTP2 
Special Mark Radcliffe 
presents festive 
performances from the Top 
of the Pops archive, 
including classics by 
Slade, Wham!, Wizzard, 
East 17, Mud, the Jackson 
5 and Johnny Mathis. (R) 

12.20 FILM: Viva Las Vegas (1964) 
A racing driver arrives in the 
gambling capital for a grand prix - 
but loses focus when he falls in love 
while working at a casino. Musical, 
starring Elvis Presley and Ann- 
Margret. ★★★ 1.40 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile Christmas special from 
Bamburgh Castle on the 
Northumberland Coast. (R) 2.40 
Sign Zone: Holby City A blast from 
the past upsets Dorn’s plans for 
festivities with Isaac. (R) 3.40 This 
Is BBC Two Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC Two. 



David Walliams hosts the 
game show, Blankety 
Blank, on at 6.30pm 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.10 Grizzly 
Tales for Gruesome Kids (R) 6.20 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures (R) 
6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 
(R) 6.45 Super 4 (R) 6.55 Signed 
Stories (R) 7.05 Sooty (R) 7.10 
Oddbods (R) 7.15 Oddbods (R) 

7.25 Nerds & Monsters (R) 7.40 
Nerds & Monsters (R) 7.55 Horrid 
Henry (R) 8.10 Horrid Henry (R) 

8.25 Weekend at Christmas 9.25 
Thunderbirds Are Go 9.50 The 
Chase (R) 10.50 You’ve Been 
Framed! With Bells On (R) 11.20 
FILM: Despicable Me (2010) ★★★ 
1.20 ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. 1.30 FILM: Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher’s Sto|te*j* 
(2001) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe. ★★★ 


4.20 One Hundred and 
One Dalmatians 
(1961) Disney 
animated adventure, 
with the voice of Betty 
Lou Gerson. ★★★★ 

6.00 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.15 ITV News and Weather 

6.30 Blankety Blank David 
Walliams presents a 
one-off special revival of 
the 1970s game show in 
which contestants and a 
panel of celebrities must 
identify the missing word in 
a phrase. 

7.30 Coronation Street 

Aidan admits to Johnny he 
is in love with Maria while 
she heads to court, and 
Nick feels left out as Peter 
and Leanne reflect on old 
times. 

8.00 Birds of a Feather 

Sharon, Tracey and Dorien 
head to Morocco to track 
down Travis when he goes 
missing while on his gap 
year. Comedy, starring 
Pauline Quirke, Linda 
Robson and Lesley 
Joseph. 

9.00 GrantchesterChristmas 
Special A bride-to-be 
reports the disappearance 
of her groom on their 
wedding day, drawing 
Sidney and Geordie into a 
case with echoes of an 
unsolved murder from nine 
years previously. 

10.30 Through the Keyhole 

Keith Lemon hosts a 
Christmas special of the 
game show, as celebrity 
panellists Shayne Ward, 
Kelly Brook and Johnny 
Vegas are asked to identify 
the homes of the rich and 
famous. 

11.30 ITV News and Weather; 

Weather. 

11.45 Christmas Carols on 

ITV Aled Jones joins the 
congregation of St Chad’s 
church in Rochdale for 
their traditional candlelight 
Christmas Eve carol 
service. 

12.40 All Star Mr & Mrs Christmas 
Special (R) 1.30 FILM: Carry On 
Loving (1970) Comedy, starring 
Sid James and Hattie Jacques. ★★ 
3.05 ITV Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 



Alex Zane presents Rude 
Tube Christmas Cracker 
2016, on at lO.OOpm 

6.15 Olive, the Other Reindeer 

Animation, with the voice of Drew 
Barrymore. (R) 7.05 FILM: A 
Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s Adventures 
(2010) ★★★ 8.40 Father 

Christmas (R) 9.10 Painting the 
Bear Hunt 9.15 Christmas Brunch 
With guests Tom Fletcher, Bill 
Turnbull, Emilia Fox and James 
Acaster. 12.15 Jamie’s Ultimate 
Christmas Jamie Oliver 
demonstrates dishes for the festive 
season. (R) 1.15 The Simpsons 
Three festive shorts with the 
animated family. (R) 1.45 The 
Simpsons Four tales celebrating 
the festive season. (R) 2.15 The 
Simpsons A corporation buys 
^Springfield Elementary School. (R) 
2,45 FILM: Scrooged (1988) 
ledy, starring Bill Murray. ★★★ 


4.40 Channel 4 News 
4.45 The Snowman (R) 

5.15 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog (R) 

5.50 The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
(1992) ★★★ 

7.30 We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt Animated adventure, 
based on Michael Rosen’s 
popular children’s storyilr 
the same name, featuring 
the voice of Olivia Colman. 

8.00 GogglesprogsChristmas 
Special Young TV viewers 
appraise the year’s 
television programmes in 
this festive edition, from big 
news stories about the 
American Presidential 
election to TV’s most 
popular hits. 

9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does 
Countdown Christmas 
Special Jimmy Carr hosts 
a festive edition of the 
comedy panel show, with 
guests Kathy Burke and 
Russell Howard joining 
Sean Lock and, Jon 
Richardson. 

10.00 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker 2016 Alex Zane 
and his canine companion 
Bah Hum-Pug present 
some of the most popular 
seasonal internet videos, 
including a rocket-powered 
reindeer and a Christmas 
message from Bjork. 
ll.OOTrigger Happy 
Christmas Special Dom 
Joly returns with a festive 
edition of the hidden- 
camera show, featuring 
new characters alongside 
the “big mobile man”, who 
now has a smartphone with 
apps and video-calling. 

11.30 The Inbetweeners The 
gang goes on the infamous 
sociology and geography 
field trip to Swanage, and 
Will takes a shine to new 
girl Lauren - but she is only 
interested in Simom. flp) 

12.05 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.35 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.00 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.30 Friday 
Night Dinner (R) 1.55 Friday Night 
Dinner (R) 2.25 The Last Leg 
Christmas Special (R) 3.20 My 
Crazy Christmas Lights (R) 4.10 
Location, Location, Location (R) 
5.05 The Restoration Man (R) 5.55 
Prep & Landing (R) 



Eamonn Holmes, Eamonn 
& Ruth: A Million Pound 
Christmas, on at 9.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.30 SpongeBob 
SquarePants Plankton tries to ruin 
Christmas with a special fruitcake 
that brings out the dark side of 
anyone who eats it. 9.05 FILM: 
Doctor Zhivago (1965) A physician 
is torn between loyalty to his wife 
and his love for another woman 
during the Russian Revolution. 
David Lean’s epic drama, starring 
Omar Sharif and Julie Christie. 
Edited for language. ★★★★ 12.50 
FILM: The Vikings (1958) A Norse 
warrior fights to claim the 
Northumbrian throne, unaware his 
rival for the drowrvl really his half- 
brother. Adventure, starring Kirk 
Douglas, Tony Curtis, Janet Leigh, 
Ernest Borgnine, James Donald, 
Alexander Knox, Maxine Audley 
and Frank Thring. ★★★★ 


3.05 Jason and the 
Argonauts (1963) 

Fantasy adventure, 
starring Todd 
Armstrong. ★★★ 

5.10 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
(1951) Charles 
Dickens’ fantasy, 
starring Alastair Sim. 
(b/w) ★★★★ 

6.55 Andre Rieu: Christmas 
in London A festive 
concert by the Dutch 
violinist and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra, 
featuring carols as well as 
songs including Leonard 
Cohen’s Hallelujah and the 
Concierto de Aranjuez. 

8.00 The Yorkshire Vet at 
Christmas The residents 
of Skeldale ask Julian 
Norton and Peter Wright to 
turn on the town’s 
Christmas lights, and find a 
donkey for the town square 
nativity scene. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Eamonn & Ruth: A 
Million Pound 
Christmas Eamonn 
Holmes and Ruth 
Langsford discover the 
most expensive ways in 
which people can enjoy the 
season of goodwill, 
beginning by sampling a 
£10,000 advent calendar. 
lO.OOGreatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 
Countdown of the best 
festive films, from It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa. Featuring 
contributions by Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on'34th Street’s 
MaraWilsop^fJI 

12.55 FILM: Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol (1951) Charles 
Dickens’ fantasy, starring Alastair 
Sim. ★★★★ 2.25 SuperCasino 
Live interactive gaming. 4.00 The 
Trafford Centre: Countdown to 
Christmas The staff has just 10 
nights to put up the Christmas 
decorations. (R) 4.50 House 
Doctor A couple from Milton 
Keynes hope to move to France. (R) 
5.20 Angels of Jarm (R) 5.25 
Roary the Racing Car Mr 
Carburettor calls in reinforcements. 
(R) 5.35 Milkshake! Bop Box (R) 
5.40 Peppa Pig (R) 5.45 Paw Patrol 
Animated action adventure. 
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BBC 1 ■ BBC 2 



ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 


Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special, 
shown at 6.45pm 

6.00 Breakfast 9.00 CBeebies: 
The Nutcracker Two children 
embark a magical Christmas Eve 
adventure. 9.45 Legend of the 
Boneknapper Dragon Animated 
short film based on How to Train 
Your Dragon. (R) 10.00 Christmas 
Day Service - Live from Bristol 
Cathedral A traditional Holy 
Communion service. 11.00 The 
Christmas Big Sing 11.40 BBC 
News; Weather. 11.50 FILM: The 
Croods (2013) Animated comedy, 
with the voices of Nicolas Cage and 
Ryan Reynolds. ★★★ 1.20 Shaun 
the Sheep: The Farmer’s Llamas 
Shaun causes mayhem at a country 
fair. (R) 1.50 Top of the Pops 
Christmas The year’s most 
successful chart acts. 2.50 BBC 
News; Weather. 



Duncan Glendinning, 
Victorian Bakers at 
Christmas, on at 9.30pm 

6.40 Countryfile (R) 7.35 FILM: 
The Cat in the Hat (2003) Comedy 
fantasy, starring Mike Myers. ★★ 
8.50 FILM: Tom Thumb (1958) 
Children’s musical fantasy, starring 
Russ Tamblyn. ★★★ 10.20 FILM: 
Bee Movie (2007) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Jerry 
Seinfeld. ★★★ 11.40 Carols from 
King’s The traditional annual carol 
service at the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge. (R) 12.55 
Wild Tales From the Village 
Animals that live near a remote 
French village. (R) 1.55 The Good 
Life Margo and Jerry spend 
Christmas with Tom and Barbara. 
(R) 2.25 FILM: The Artist (2011) 
Oscar-winning silent drama, 
starring Jean Dujardin. (b/w) 
★★★★ 



Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas, on at 6.45pm 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.10 Grizzly 
Tales for Gruesome Kids (R) 6.20 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures (R) 
6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 
(R) 6.45 Super 4 (R) 6.55 Sooty (R) 
7.10 Oddbods (R) 7.15 Oddbods 
(R) 7.20 Almost Naked Animals 
(R) 7.30 Almost Naked Animals 
(R) 7.45 Horrid Henry (R) 8.00 
Horrid Henry (R) 8.15 Horrid 
Henry (R) 8.25 Weekend at 
Christmas 9.25 Countrywise: 
Guide to Britain (R) 9.55 FILM: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) Animated 
comedy sequel, with the voice of 
Steve Carell. ★★★ 11.55 FILM: 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets (2002) Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Daniel Radcliffe. 

*** iff 





Richard Ayoade presents 
Travel Man: 48 Hours in 
Florence, on at 8.00pm 

6.20 Prep & Landing: Naughty v 
Nice (R) 6.40 The Bear (R) 7.10 
Painting the Bear Hunt 7.15 FILM: 
Animals United (2010) ★★ 8.55 
The Simpsons (R) 9.20 The 
Simpsons (R) 9.50 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.20 The Simpsons (R) 10.50 
Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas 
(R) 11.15 Painting the Bear Hunt 

11.20 Father Christmas (R) 11.50 
The Snowman (R) 12.20 FILM: The 
Sword in the Stone (1963) Disney 
animated adventure, with the voice 
of Rickie Sorenson. ★★★ 2.05 The 
Alternative Christmas Message 
Counterpoint to the Queen’s 
broadcast. 2.15 Channel 4 News 
Including sport and weather. 2.20 
FILM: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
Fantasy drama, starring James 
Stewart, (b/w) ★★★★ 



Cliff Richard features in 
Britain’s Favourite Xmas 
Songs, on at 6.15pm 

6.10 Milkshake! 7.35 FILM: An 
American in Paris (1951) Oscar- 
winning musical, with Gene Kelly 
and Leslie Caron. ★★★★ 9.50 
FILM: On the Town (1949) Musical 
following the romantic 
misadventures of three sailors 
looking for love while enjoying a 
day’s shore leave in New York. 
Starring Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra 
and Jules Munshin. ★★★★ 11.50 
FILM: Scrooge (1970) A miserly 
man is taught the error of his ways 
by a host of spectral visitors. 
Musical adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, starring 
Albert Finney and Alec Guinness. 
★★★ 2.10 FILM: The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) Musical fantasy, with Judy 
Garland, Ray Bolger, Jack Haley 
and Frank Morgan. ★★★★ 


3.00 


3.10 


A 


5.45 

6.45 

8.00 


9.30 


The Queen’s 

Christmas Broadcast 
Frozen (2013) 

Premiere. A princess 
tries to save her sister, 
whose magic has 
plunged the kingdom 
into eternal winter. 
Disney animated 
adventure, with the 
voice of Kristen Bell 
★★★★ 

4.45 The Great Christmas 
Bake Off 
Doctor Who 
Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 
Call the Midwife 
Christmas special, in which 
the nurses of Nonnatus 
House travel to South 
Africa to help the struggling 
staff of a mission clinic 
faced with closure. Sinead 
Cusack guest stars. 
EastEnders Any hopes 
of a merry Christmas seem 
slim with Phil’s health 
deteriorating rapidly, Lee 
struggling with the burden 
of his secrets and the 
return of none other than 
Max Branning. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special 

Grandad’s health causes 
concern, Mrs Brown steps 
in when a fire at the salon 
leaves Rory and Dino with 
nowhere to work, while 
Dermot faces stiff 
competition to win a 
contract. 

11.00 The Best of Tracey 
Ullman’s Show 

Highlights from the 
comedy sketch show, as 
well as some brand new 
material. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 On Christmas Night 

Don Warrington reads the 
biblestoryoftheshepherds’ 
visit to the Christ Child from 
the Gospel of St Luke, and 
the Adventist Vocal 
Ensemble sing Sweet Little 
Jesus Boy. 

11.50 Would I Lie to You? At 
Christmas (R) 

12.20 Have I Got a Bit More 2016 

News for You 1.05 Citizen Khan 

(R) 1.35 FILM: While You Were 

Sleeping (1M5) ★★★ 3.10 

Weather for the Week Ahead 3.15 

BBC News 


4.00 Dancing the 
Nutcracker - Inside 
the Royal Ballet 

5.30 Sign Zone: The 
Queen’s Christmas 
Broadcast (R) 

5.40 The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show 
-1976 (R) 

6.45 Christmas University 
Challenge 

7.15 Blackadder’sChristmas 
Carol Kindly Victorian 
pushover Ebenezer 
Blackadder is visited by the 
Spirit of Christmas and 
gains an insight into the 
dastardly deeds of his 
ancestors. Starring Rowan 
Atkinson. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army Pompous 
Captain Mainwaring 
proves he is a softie at heart 
by organising a Christmas 
treat for the struggtab,' 
senior citizens of 
Walmington-on-Sea. (R) 

8.30 Gospel Christmas 
Gregory Porter error 
Beverley Knight host a 
concert from St John at 
Hackney, featuring gospel 
versions of classic 
Christmas songs. With 
Katy B, Shaun Escoffery 
and vocal quintet Vade. 

9.30 Victorian Bakers at 
Christmas The bakers 
prepare Victorian 
Christmas recipes, 
including twelfth cakes, 
bread-based punch, roasts 
to feed entire communities, 
and mince pies made with 
either beef or tripe. 

10.30 Ql XL Sandi Toksvig and 
Alan Davies are joined by 
Josh Widdicombe, Susan 
Caiman and Matt Lucas for 
an extended festive 
special, with a series of 
tough questions on the 
subject of Noel. 

11.15 Great Expectations 
(2012) An orphan is 
given the chance to rise 
through high society 
with the assistance of a 
mysterious benefactor. 
Period drama, with 
Jeremy Irvine and 
Helena Bonham Carter. 
★★★ 

1.15 FILM: A Hard Day’s Night 

(1964) (b/w) ★★★★ 2.40 This Is 

BBC Two 


3.00 The Queen’s 
Christmas Broadcast 

Her Majesty’s annual 
address. 

3.10 The Lion King 
(1994) A lion cub 
prince flees after his 
father is murdered, but 
returns as an adult to 
reclaim his throne. 
Disney animated 
musical, with the voice 
of Matthew Broderick. 
★★★★ 

4.55 ITV News and Weather 
5.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
Harry’s Naughty List 

Comical clips for 
Christmas, narrated by 
Harry Hill. 

5.45 Emmerdale An 

unexpected recording 
ruins the Dingle Christmas. 

6.45 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The comedian 
visits Battersea Dogs & 
Cats Home at Christmas, 
where he comes to the aid 
of a pregnant pug and tries 
to get a snaggle-toothed 
shih tzu the royal seal of 
approval. 

7.45 ITV News and Weather 
8.00 Coronation Street 

Leanne is thrilled when 
Toyah returns to the 
cobbles, while Peter and 
Nick wind up brawling in 
the street, and Bethany 
collapses in the ginnel from 
an overdose. 

9.00 Maigret’s Dead Man 

Rowan Atkinson stars as 
the Parisian detective in the 
second in a run of 
adaptations of Georges 
Simenon’s books. A series 
of anonymous phone calls 
is linked to a mysterious 
corpse. 

11.00 Love Actually (2003) 

Interlinked tales of 
several people in search 
of love. Richard Curtis’s 
romantic comedy, with 
Hugh Grant, Martine 
McCutcheon, Emma 
Thompson, Colin Firth, 

Bill Nighy and Liam 
Neeson. ★★★ 

1.30 FILM: King Kong (2005) Peter 
Jackson’s remake of the fantasy 
adventure, with Naomi Watts and 
Jack Black. ★★★ 4.25 ITV 
Nightscreen 


4.55 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 
5.25 We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt Animated adventure, 
based on Michael Rosen’s 
book of the same name. 
(R) 

6.00 Home Alone (1990) 

A boy is left to defend 
his home from burglars 
when his family jets off 
to Paris and accidentally 
leaves him behind. 
Comedy, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern. 
★★★ 

8.00 Travel Man: 48 Hours 
in Florence Rebel Wilson 
joins Richard Ayoade on a 
rapid-fire tour of the Italian 
city, racing past iconic 
artworks, climbing the 
city’s cathedral, and rafting 
down the River Arno. 

9.00 Gogglebox 2016 A look 
back at some of the 
highlights of thisfcyear’s 
series, featuring regular 
armchair presenters Leon 
and June, Christopher and 
Stephen, and the Michaels 
family. 

10.30 Alan Carr’s Christmas 
Chatty Man With Scarlett 
Moffatt, Tom Hardy, Tom 
Daley, Gary Barlow, Dannii 
Minogue, Martin Kemp and 
the cast of Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story. With music 
from Emeli Sande and 
Robbie Williams. 

12.35 FILM: Four Christmases 
(2008) A couple struggle to make it 
through four family Christmases on 
the same day as they see each of 
their divorced parents in turn. 
Comedy, with Vince Vaughn and 
Reese Witherspoon. ★★ 2.05 Rude 
Tube Christmas Cracker 2016 
Some of the most popular 
Christmas-themed internet videos 
of all time. (R) 3.05 Very British 
Problems at Christmas Famous 
faces grumble about the festive 
season. (R) 4.00 Location, 
Location, Location Phil Spencer 
helps a couple searching for a 
home in south-west London. (R) 
5.00 Supershoppers Andi Osho 
and Anna Richardson investigate 
winter fashion. (R) 5.25 The 
Restoration Man (R) 




4.10 Singin’ in the Rain 
(1952) A silent-movie 
star tries to win the heart 
of an aspiring actress as 
the dawn of sound 
changes the film 
business for ever. 
Musical comedy, 
starring Gene Kelly and 
Debbie Reynolds. 
★★★★ 

6.15 Britain’s Favourite 
Xmas Songs A 

countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any 
Christmas party go with a 
swing, including classics 
by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl, 
and Slade. (R) 

8.30 When Celebrities Go 

Pop A countdown of the 40 
most memorable musical 
efforts by celebrities who 
have decided to diversify 
into music. The programme 
features performances by 
Mr T, Katie Price, Vinnie 
Jones, Sam Fox, Eddie 
The Eagle’ Edwards, 
David Hasselhoff, an 
assortment of soap stars 
and Christopher Lee, who 
embarked on a second 
career as a heavy-metal 
singer in his 80s. 

10.30 Dallas Buyers Club 
(2013) Premiere. A 
man diagnosed with 
HIV and given 30 days 
to live discovers that 
many treatments for his 
condition are not 
available in the US. With 
the aid of a transsexual 
Aids patient, he sets up 
a scheme to smuggle 
the drug|pmfo the 
country and distribute 
them to those in need. 
Fact-based drama, 
starring Oscar winners 
Matthew McConaughey 
and Jared Leto, with 
Jennifer Garner and 
Steve Zahn. ★★★ 

12.45 Greatest Ever Christmas 
Songs A celebratory compilation of 
some of the biggest festive songs of 
the last 50 years. (R) 1.10 
SuperCasino 3.10 Chris Tarrant: 
On the Xmas Express (R) 4.00 
Now That’s Funny! (R) 4.50 House 
Doctor (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm (R) 
5.50 Roary the Racing Car (R) 


Trifle with a 
healthy twist 



A sweet treat - tropical fruit and coconut trifle 


NATURE'S FINEST AND NUTRITIONIST 
FIONA HUNTER HAVE TEAMED UP TO 
CREATE A SERIES OF FESTIVE RECIPES 
PERFECT FOR ANYONE LOOKING FOR 
EASY AND INTERESTING WAYS TO PACK 
MORE FRUIT INTO THEIR DIET OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS SEASON. 

A food writer with 21 books authored or co-authored 
to her credit, Fiona Hunter’s array of healthy recipes, 
each featuring Nature’s Finest potted fruit, ranges from 
Christmas pudding to fruity sausage rolls and pineap¬ 
ple chutney. With 15 years’ experience and a diploma 
in dietetics, Fiona has used her expertise to create 
imaginative ways to incorporate fruit into meal, snack 
and pudding options suitable for the whole family The 
extensive range of fruit snack pots is great for healthy 
between meal treats but also make incredibly versatile 
and convenient cooking ingredients. 

Fiona says: “Sugar has been a hot topic of conversa¬ 
tion recently and there has been a great deal of confu¬ 
sion around the natural sugars occurring in fruit and 
whether or not it should be eaten. Well, it absolutely 
should and five a day should be considered your guide. 
These recipes are about providing more varied ways 
to get your fruit intake and each one is nutritionally 
balanced so you can feel confident preparing them for 
your family, whether you choose fresh, potted or frozen 
fruit.” 

Passionate about using the best quality fruit possible, 
Nature’s Finest fruits are picked and packed at the 
peak of its ripeness to lock in all of its goodness. With 
a wide selection of fruit to choose from including; 
mango, peach, pineapple, prunes and mandarins, just 
to name a few Nature’s Finest offer the finest fruit 
made easy, in a variety of different sized pots to suit all 
lifestyles. 

TROPICAL FRUIT AND COCONUT TRIFLE 

Serves 6 
Ingredients: 

2 x 200g Nature’s Finest Pineapple in Coconut water 
(drained) 

2 x 200g Nature’s Finest Mango in Coconut water 
(drained) 

200g Madeira cake, halved and sliced 
2 tbsp Malibu (optional) 

400mls semi-skimmed milk 

20g custard powder 

2 tbsp sugar free sweetener 

1 x 400g Natures mango in juice, drained 

200g raspberries 

4 passion fruit, seeds removed 

200g Greek Yogurt 

200mls half fat creme fraiche 

6 x glass pots 

Method: 

1. Arrange the cake slices at the base of 6 individual 
small glasses. Mix the Malibu wit 2tbsp of the juice 
from the pineapple and mango and pour a little into 
each glass. 

Spoon the drained pineapple and mango over the cake 
splitting equally 

2. To make the custard, blend the custard powder with 
50mls of milk in a heat proof bowl. Place the remain¬ 
ing milk in a saucepan and heat, just before it begins 
to boil pour into the custard paste, return the mixture 
to the saucepan and cook until it starts to thicken. 
Remove from the heat, allow to cool slightly then stir 
in the sweetener. 

3. Pour the custard over the fruit and place in the 
fridge for 30mins. 

4. Mix the yogurt and creme fraiche, spoon over the 
custard. Mix the raspberries, mango and passion fruit 
the spoon over the yogurt and creme fraiche mixture. 
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Top tipples 
and gifts 


MONSIGNY CHAMPAGNE IS AVAILABLE 
AT £8.99 AT ALDI 

To celebrate the British athletes success in the Olympics 
this year, Aldi has launched a celebratory bottle of its 
award-winning Monsigny Champagne. 

This limited edition version of Aldi’s popular fizz is 
the perfect stocking filler for champagne fans this 
Christmas. Aldi is the official supermarket partner of 
Team GB, and has extended this commitment to the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 


Haut-Vignoble, 2015, Bordeaux, Marks and 
Spencer £7 

Not too heavy, this red blend with bramble flavours 
and hints of tobacco makes the perfect partner for 
turkey. 

An excellent accompaniment to the traditional Christ¬ 
mas Day roast with all the trimmings. 


Castle Brook 2010 Classic 
Cuvee, around £32 and 
available online www.cas- 
tlebrookvineyard.co.uk and 
Waitrose & Marks & Spencer 
selected stores. 

An award-winning English 
Sparkling wine, Castle Brook 
Vineyard’s 2010 Classic Cuvee 
is the perfect fizz for Christmas 
festivities. 

The traditionally styled Brut 
has a deliciously delicate and 
crisp palate with a hint of lemon 
blossom and is produced in Her¬ 
efordshire’s Wye Valley. 

The 2010 Classic Cuvee has been 
Highly Recommended in the De¬ 
canter World Wine Awards 2016, 
which followed a Gold Medal win 
at the English & Welsh Wine of 
the Year Competition. 

Most recently, the wine took the 
top gold medal of the Sparkling 
White class at the South West 
Vineyards Association Annual 
Competition and the SWVA Castle Brook 2010 

Wine of the Year trophy. 



The Wine Society recommends 

Why not break away from the classics for Christmas 
Day this year? 

The White Soave Classico Castel Cerino Coffele 
2015 is super-smart Soave and makes a great and 

wonderfully versatile alternative 
to more traditional choices. 

Ideal as an aperitif, with smoked 
salmon or as the white choice for 
the turkey, this estate bottled 
Soave is characterful and has a 
wonderful purity of fruit. 
Excellent value at £8.75 a bottle. 
The Red. How about a Cru 
Beaujolais for an easier-drink¬ 
ing Christmas red option? 

The society’s Exhibition Cote 
de Brouilly 2015 is a new 
addition to the hallowed ranks 
of the society’s Exhibition range. 
Wonderfully ripe, richly fruity 
and concentrated, yet with a 
light touch - which should go 
down well at Christmas when 
bottles tend to be open from ear¬ 
ly until late. A great match for 
turkey and goose alike and only 
£8.95 a bottle. 

The “Port”. Bleasdale, The 
Wise One Tawny, 10 Year Old, 
Langhorne Creek, £9.95 (75cl 
bottle) 

Made from Verdehlo in old wood¬ 
en vats in the Langhorne Creek, 
this classy Australian port look- 
alike is richly sweet, with lovely 
dried fruit characters, combined 
with mocha notes. The ideal tipple for sipping by the 
fire and the perfect match for cheese. 

Christmas Gifts. The society’s buying team has put 
together a fine selection of Christmas cases to see 
people through the festive season with minimal fuss 
and maximum pleasure! 

Check out the Christmas Survival Kit at £159, 
which not only gives a selection of reds and whites, but 
also fizz, sherry, port, gin and whisky! 

Give a Share in the society. The gift of life-time 
membership of The Wine Society at £40 really is the 
ideal gift for the wine-lover in anyone’s life! 



Aldi’s Monsigny 





Animation with the voice 
of Kelly Macdonald, 
Brave, on at 2.40pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 FILM: Tinker 
Bell and the Pirate Fairy (2014) 
Premiere. Disney animated 
adventure, with the voice of Mae 
Whitman. ★★★ 10.10 FILM: 
Planes (2013) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Dane 
Cook. ★★ 11.30 The Great 
Christmas Bake Off (R) 12.30 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.45 Midlands 
Today; Weather 12.50 Countryfile 
1.50 The Moonstone Period 
mystery, starring Joshua Silver. (R) 
2.40 FILM: Brave (2012) A princess 
uses magic to avoid an arranged 
marriage, but the spell has 
disastrous repercussions. 
Animated fantasy, with the voices of 
Kelly Macdonal^.^^1 Emma 
Thompson. ★★★ 


4.05 The Gruffalo (R) 

4.30 How to Train Your 
Dragon 2 (2014) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Jay 
Baruchel. ★★★ 

6.05 BBC News 
6.20 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

6.30 Revolting Rhymes 
7.00 The Great Christmas 

Bake Off Part two of two. 
Mel Giedroyc, Sue Perkins, 
Mary Berry and Paul 
Hollywood end their time 
together in the tent as 
previous contestants 
Chetna, Howard, James M 
and Janet compete. 

8.00 EastEnders With past 
events hanging heavily 
over Lee, he finds himself in 
an impossible situation. 
Lauren is shocked to learn 
of Max’s return and breaks 
the news to Jane. 

8.30 Still Open All Hours 

New series. Granville and 
Gastric find themselves 
acting as marriage 
counsellors, while Leroy 
adopts a festive disguise to 
avoid trouble. Return of the 
comedy, starring David 
Jason. 

9.00 The Witness for the 
Prosecution Part one of 
two. A solicitor defends a 
man charged with the 
murder of a wealthy widow. 
Agatha Christie mystery, 
with Toby Jones, Andrea 
Riseborough, Billy Howie 
and Kim Cattrall. 

lO.OOOutnumbered The 

Brockmans carry out a 
special Boxing Day mission 
for Grandad, only to be 
beset by all manner of 
problems - and if Pete and 
Sue cannot sort it out, the 
kids will have to. 

10.40 BBC News; Weather. 

10.55 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the Boxing Day fixtures 
in the Premier League, 
including Arsenal v West 
Bromwich Albion and 
Manchester United v 
Sunderland. 

12.25 Fleabag (R) 12.55 Fleabag 

(R) 1.25 Walliams & Friend (R) 

1.55 Weather for the Week Ahead 

2.00 BBC News 



Gordon Buchanan: 

Elephant Family Sc Me, 
shown at 8.30pm 

6.15 Natural World: Honey 
Badgers - Masters of Mayhem (R) 

7.15 Sign Zone: Nature’s Weirdest 
Events (R) 8.15 FILM: Around the 
World in 80 Days (1956) A Victorian 
gentleman wagers he can 
circumnavigate the globe in just 80 
days. Oscar-winning period 
adventure, based on Jules Verne’s 
novel, starring David Niven. ★★★ 
11.00 FILM: The Adventures of 
Tintin: The Secret of the Unicorn 
(2011) Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Jamie Bell. ★★★ 12.40 
FILM: Dances with Wolves (1990) 
A soldier alone at a remote outpost 
is adopted into a Sioux tribe during 
the American Civil War. Oscar- 
winning Western, directed by and 
starring Kevin Costner. With Mary 
McDonnell. ★★★★ 


3.30 Victorian Bakers at 
Christmas The bakers 
prepare Christmas recipes 
from the Victorian era. (R) 

4.30 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 
results. 

5.20 West Side Stories - 
The Making of a 
Classic The creation of 
the Broadway musical. 

6.20 Christmas University 
Challenge Bristol takes 
on Nottingham. 

6.50 Dad’s Army Frazer is 
unable to hide his delight 
whenCaptainMainwaring’s 
disreputable brother 
gatecrashes a sherry party 
for local dignitaries. Classic 
comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe. (R) 

7.30 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events Nature’s super¬ 
survivors, including 
story of a frog whose dinner 
is fighting back and a 
prehistoric fish whose thirst 
for blood almost destroyed 
an entire fishing 
community. 

8.30 Gordon Buchanan: 
Elephant Family & Me 

Part one of two. Gordon 
Buchanan encounters a 
family of African elephants 
in the wilds of Kenya, and 
attempts to gain their trust 
so he can observe them up 
close. 

9.30 The Entire Universe 

Comedy musical in which 
Eric Idle turns Professor 
Brian Cox’s lecture on the 
history of the universe into 
an all-singing, all-dancing 
extravaganza. 

10.30 Pride (2014) 

Premiere. A group of 
gay rights activists in 
1980s Britain travels to 
Wales to lend their 
support to the striking 
miners. Fact-based 
drama, starring Ben 
Schnetzer. ★★★ 

12.25 Gospel Christmas 1237769 
25rter and Beverley Knight host a 
concert from St John at Hackney, 
featuring gospel versions of classic 
Christmas songs. (R) 1.25 FILM: 
Tommy (1975) ★★★ 3.10 Sign 
Zone: Inside the Christmas 
Factory (R) 4.10 This Is BBC Two 

5.50 Jungle Animal Hospital: 
Natural World (R) 



Georgia Taylor stars as 
Toyah in Coronation 
Street, on at 7.30pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.25 Super 4 (R) 
6.35 Super 4 (R) 6.50 Super 4 (R) 
7.05 Minion Madness (R) 7.10 
Minion Madness (R) 7.15 Minion 
Madness (R) 7.20 Oddbods (R) 
7.25 Max Steel (R) 7.55 Adventure 
Time (R) 8.05 Adventure Time (R) 
8.20 Signed Stories (R) 8.25 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 8.40 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 8.55 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series (R) 
9.10 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 9.25 FILM: The 
Flintstones (1994) ★★ 11.05 
FILM: Liar Liar (1997) ★★★ 12.40 
Hilda Ogden’s Last Ta-ra - A 
Tribute to Jean Alexander (R) 1.40 
The Nation’s Favourite Disney 
Song (R) 2.40 FILM: Sleeping 
Beauty (1959) ★★★ 


4.10 Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 
(2004) Fantasy 
adventure, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe. ★★★ 
6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale Joanie tells 
Zak that she does not want 
to remain friends, even 
though it would make Kyle 
happy. She decides to take 
charge of her life, with 
devastating results for the 
Dingles. 

7.30 Coronation Street 

Toyah’s husband begs her 
to give their marriage 
another chance, and Peter 
prepares to break the news 
of his relationship to the 
locals. 

8.00 You’ve Been Framed! 
Harry’s Naughty List 

Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of 
Christmas mishaps, 
featuring a Nativity wrecked 
by a drone, hoverboards 
smashing decorations, 
and the dangers of eating 
sprouts. (R) 

8.30 Coronation Street 

Thanks to his new drone, a 
stunned Simon sees Peter 
kissing his mystery woman, 
while Sarah tells Gary they 
are finished as she has to 
put Bethany first. 

9.00 Captain Phillips 
(2013) Premiere. The 
captain of a cargo ship 
travelling around the 
coast of Somalia is 
taken hostage when 
pirates raid the vessel. 
Fact-based thriller, with 
Tom Hanks. ★★★★ 

11.35 ITV News; Weather. 
11.55 Through the Keyhole 
Keith Lemon hosts a 
Christmas special of the 
game show, as celebrity 
panellists Shayne Ward, 
Kelly Brook and Johnny 
Vegas are asked to identify 
the homes of the rich and 
famous. (R) 

12.50 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show (R) 3.55 ITV 

Nightscreen 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show (R) 



The world’s biggest Lego 
store features in A Big 
Lego Christmas, 8.00pm 

6.25 FILM: Planet 51 (2009) 

Animated sci-fi comedy, with the 
voice of Dwayne Johnson. ★★★ 
8.00 The Morning Line Racing 
preview. 9.00 FILM: Aliens in the 
Attic (2009) A teenager finds a 
force of aliens hiding in his attic and 
must prevent the extraterrestrials 
taking over the world. Children’s 
sci-fi comedy, with Carter Jenkins 
and Austin Butler. ★★★ 10.40 The 
Simpsons (R) 11.05TheSimpsons 
(R) 11.35 FILM: Spy Kids 4: All the 
Time in the World (2011) Family 
adventure, starring Jessica Alba. 
★★ 1.15 Channel 4 Racing Nick 
Luck and Rishi Persad present live 
coverage of five races from 
Kempton Park and Wetherby, 
including the 3.15 King George VI 
Chase. 


3.45 The Simpsons An adult 
Bart and Lisa return home 
for Christmas with their 
parents. (R) 

4.10 The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the 
Wardrobe (2005) 

Fantasy adventure, 
starring Tilda Swinton. 

★★★ 

6.50 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

7.00 The World’s Most 
Expensive Toys 

Documentary exploring the 
world of the craftspeople 
and inventors attempting 
to realise the dreams of 
Britain’s billionaires by 
creating luxurious gifts and 
entertainments. (R) 

8.00 A Big Lego Christmas 
Behind the scenes in the 
run-up to the opening of 
the world’s biggest Lego 
store in London’s Leicester 
Square, and following a 
man attempting to build a 
giant model of Tower 
Bridge. 

9.00 The Big Fat Quiz of the 
Year 2016 jimnrry Carr 
hosts the annual end-of- 
year quiz, with Richard 
Ayoade, Rob Delaney, Mel 
Giedroyc, Sarah Millican, 
David Mitchell and Romesh 
Ranganathan competing. 

11.10 Pitch Perfect (2012) 

A college freshman 
joins an a cappella 
singing group made up 
of social misfits to 
compete in campus 
music competitions. 
Comedy, starring Anna 
Kendrick and Rebel 
Wilson. ★★★ 

1.20 Travel Man: 48 Hours in 
Florence Rebel Wilson joins 
Richard Ayoade on a tour of the 
Italian city. (R) 2.20 Celebrity First 
Dates With Samuel Preston, 
Scarlett Moffatt, Jo Woody and 
Ashleigh Butler. (R) 3.15 Hollyoaks 
Omnibus. Sienna visits Joel at 
church, but is left frustrated when he 
fails to acknowledge her advances, 
while Lisa panics when she hears 
about tensions at The Dog. 5.20 
FILM: Paws (1997) Family 
adventure, starring Nathan Cavaleri 
and the voice of Billy Connolly. 
★★★ 



Mark Armstrong features 
in Building the Ice Hotel, 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 7.45 Big Bash 
Cricket Hobart Hurricanes v 
Melbourne Stars. Coverage of the 
round-robin match in the Australian 
domestic league, staged at 
Blundstone Arena. 11.20 World’s 
Strongest Man 2016 The World 
Deadlift Championships. (R) 12.20 
FILM: Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers (1954) A cowboy decides 
to get married, prompting his six 
hellraising brothers to kidnap brides 
for themselves. Stanley Donen’s 
musical Western, starring Howard 
Keel and Jane Powell. ★★★★ 2.20 
FILM: West Side Story (1961) Two 
teenagers from rival New York street 
gangs fall in love. Leonard 
Bernstein’s musical based on 
Romeo and Juliet, with Natalie 
Wood and Russ Tamblyn. ★★★★ 


5.20 The Love Punch 
(2013) Premiere. 
Crime comedy, starring 
Pierce Brosnan and 
Emma Thompson. 
★★★ 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Europe’s Strongest 
Man. Action from the 
contest at the First Direct 
Arena in Leeds, where 
home favourite Eddie Hall 
and Hafthor Bjornsson 
were among those who 
took part. 

8.00 Building the Ice Hotel 

The work of builders 
constructing Icehotel, a 
sophisticated structure 
built every year since 1990 
in the village of Jukkasjarvi 
- more than 120 miles 
inside the Arctic Circle. (R) 
9.00 Football on 5: The 
Championship George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the 
Boxing Day fixtures, which 
included Aston Villa v 
Burton Albion and 
Newcastle United v 
Sheffield Wednesday. 
10.00 Football on 5: Goal 
Rush George Riley and 
Lynsey Hipgrave introduce 
all the goals from the 
Boxing Day matches in 
Leagues One and Two, 
including Bradford City v 
Scunthorpe United. 

10.30 Britain’s Favourite 
Abba Songs A 
countdown of the Swedish 
pop group’s 20 most 
popular songs, with 
celebrity fans including 
Jane McDonald and Liz 
McClarnon introducing 
their favourite clips. (R) 
12.05 FILM: Muriel’s Wedding 
(1994) Australian comedy, starring 
Toni Collette. ★★★ 1.55 

SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Penguins Make You 
Laugh Out Loud The flightless 
birds at their funniest. (R) 4.00 
Tattoo Disasters UK Featuring a 
granny whose tribute tattoo turns 
deadly. (R) 4.25 Criminals: Caught 
on Camera (R) 4.45 Great Artists 
The life and work of Giotto di 
Bondone. (R) 5.10 House Doctor A 
West Midlands home is overhauled. 
(R) 5.35 House Doctor A couple 
from Milton Keynes hope to move to 
France. (R) 
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Harrison Ford stars in 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, 
shown at 1.35pm 

6.00 Breakfast 7.35 Match of the 
Day (R) 9.10 FILM: Gnomeo & 
Juliet (2011) Animated comedy, 
with the voices of James McAvoy 
and Emily Blunt. ★★★ 10.25 The 
Furchester Hotel: A Furchester 
Christmas 10.50 FILM: Cars 2 
(2011) Animated adventure sequel, 
with thd'-^oice of Owen Wilson. 
★★★ 12.30 BBC News 12.40 
Midlands Today; Weather 12.50 
The Moonstone The celebrated 
Sergeant Cuff is called to Yorkshire 
by Franklin. (R) 1.35 FILM: Raiders 
of the Lost Ark (1981) Archaeologist 
Indiana Jones tries to locate the Ark 
of the Covenant before the Nazis 
get their hands on it. Steven 
Spielberg’s action adventure, with 
Harrison Ford a^^j^eji Allen. 
★★★★ 


3.25 The Gruffalo’s Child 

(R) 

3.50 Mr Peabody & 
Sherman (2014) 
★★★ 

5.15 Pointless (R) 

6.00 BBC News 

6.20 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

6.30 Revolting Rhymes 

7.00 Celebrity Mastermind 

Graeme Swann answers 
Star Wars questions, the 
Rev Kate Bottley chooses 
Adrian Mole, Janice Long 
on Echo &The Bunnymen 
and Paul Carrack on 
Sheffield Wednesday. 
John Humphrys hosts. 

7.30 EastEnders Max tries to 
build bridges with his 
family, although everything 
may not be as it seems. 
The Mitchell sisters let their 
hair down at Ronnie’s hen 
party. 

8.00 Holby City Mo strives to 
suppress her true feelings 
for Mr T, it’s Jasmine’s last 
chance on the Acute 
Assessment Unit, and 
Essie and Raf come to 
blows over a testing 
patient. 

9.00 The Witness for the 
Prosecution Part two of 
two. Romaine, whose 
testimony was the one 
hope to save Leonard from 
the gallows, has turned on 
him, leaving Mayhew’s 
case hopeless. Drama, 
starring Toby Jones. 

lO.OOWalliams & Friend 
Christmas Special 
Hugh Bonneville becomes 
David Walliams’ latest 
“friend”, playing roles as 
diverse as Lord Sugar on 
the Apprentice and the 
Countess of Grantham. 
Last in the series. 

10.40 BBC News 

10.55Midlands Today; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

11.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys The 

family falls out over a board 
game. (R) 

11.350utnumbered The 

Brockmans carry out a 
special Boxing Day mission 
for Grandad. (R) 

12.15 Fleabag (R) 12.45 Fleabag 

(R) 1.15 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 1.20 BBC News 



Wildlife documentary, 
New Zealand: Earth’s 
Mythical Islands, 6.00pm 

6.50 Sign Zone: Fern Britton 
Meets Rebecca Ferguson (R) 7.50 
FILM: Herbie Rides Again (1974) 

Disney comedy sequel, starring 
Helen Hayes. ★★★ 9.15 This 
Farming Life John hires extra help 
for the lambing season. (R) 10.15 
Money for Nothing Sarah Moore 
transforms items from tips in 
Greater Manchester and Surrey. 
11.15 FILM: The Password Is 
Courage (1962) Fact-based 
Second World War comedy drama, 
starring Dirk Bogarde, (b/w) ★★★ 
1.05 FILM: The Heroes of 
Telemark (1965) Norwegian 
resistance fighters launch a 
campaign of sabotage to stop 
occupying Nazi forces developing 
aM atomic bomb. Second World 
War thriller, with Kirk Douglas. ★★★ 


3.15 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events (R) 

4.00 Inside the Factory: 
Chocolate (R) 

5.00 Tribes, Predators & Me 

Jb 

6.00 New Zealand: Earth’s 
Mythical Islands (R) 
7.00 Dad’s Army Mainwaring 
ninds himself bidding 
against Pike for an orange 
at a fundraising bazaar, but 
the private reveals a 
stubborn streak that costs 
the captain dear. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Jeremy 
Paxman asks the questions 
as two teams, each made 
up of four graduates, 
compete on behalf of their 
former universities in the 
first semi-final of the quiz’s 
festive series. 

8.00 Gordon Buchanan: 
Elephant Family & Me 

Part two of two. Gordon 
Buchanan encounters a 
family of African elephants 
in the wilderness of Kenya, 
and attempts to gain their 
trust so he can observe 
them up close. 

9.00 The Real Marigold on 
Tour: Florida Part one of 
two. Actress Miriam 
Margolyes, dancer Wayne 
Sleep, darts champion 
Bobby George and chef 
Rosemary Shrager 
investigate retirement in 
Florida. Part two is on 
Friday. 

10.00 Inside No 9 - The Devil 
of Christmas Black 
comedy, starring Jessica 
Raine. 

10.30 Live at the Apollo 
Christmas Special 
2015 Nina Conti hosts a 
special festive edition of the 
stand-up show. (R) 

11.00 Insert Name Here: 
Christmas Special 
Festive edition of the 
comedy panel game, 
hosted by Sue Perkins. (R) 

11.30 NFL This Week 

12.20 Sign Zone: David Walliams 
Celebrates Dame Shirley Bassey 
(R) 1.25 Sign Zone: Planet Earth II 
(R) 2.25 Sign Zone: Who Do You 
Think You Are? (R) 3.25 This Is 
BBC Two 5.40 Natural World: The 
Monkey-Eating Eagle of the 
Orinoco (R) 



Fantastic Beasts and JK 
Rowling’s Wizarding 
World, shown at 5.40pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.25 Super 4 (R) 
6.50 Super 4 (R) 7.05 Minion 
Madness (R) 7.10 Minion Madness 
(R) 7.15 Minion Madness (R) 7.20 
Oddbods (R) 7.25 Max Steel (R) 
7.55 Adventure Time (R) 8.05 
Adventure Time (R) 8.15 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story (R) 8.20 
Nerds & Monsters (R) 8.40 Nerds 
& Monsters (R) 8.55 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (R) 9.10 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series (R) 
9.25 FILM: The Flintstones in Viva 
Rock Vegas (2000) ★★★ 11.05 
This Time Next Year (R) 12.05 
Tipping Point (R) 1.05 ITV 
Lunchtime News; Weather. 1.10 
Puppy Secrets: The First Six 
Months (R) 2.10 FILM: Happy Feet 
(2006) ★★★ 


4.10 50 Greatest Harry 
Potter Moments Robbie 
Coltrane narrates a 
countdown of the movie 
franchise’s best scenes, 
including magical 
mysteries, spellbinding 
battles and tragic deaths. 
(R) 

5.40 Fantastic Beasts and 
JK Rowling’s 
Wizarding World 

Warwick Davis explores the 
popularity of JK Rowling’s 
fantasy sagas, with access 
to the cast and creators of 
her new film, Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them. (R) 

6.40 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Liv finds out 
where Joanie is from 
Kerry’s phone, and Lisa 
goes to see her, hoping to 
persuade her to return to 
the village and not separate 
Kyle from his father. 

7.30 Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire (2005) 
The teenage wizard is 
chosen to represent 
Hogwarts School in a 
dangerous magical 
tournament. Fourth 
instalment of thefantasy 
saga, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe and Robert 
Pattinson. ★★★ 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Pompeii with Michael 
Buerk Documentary 
“resurrecting” the city 
buried under volcanic ash 
almost 2,000 years ago, 
using CGI and historical 
expertise to lift Pompeii 
from the ashes and bring it 
back to life. 

11.45 Premiership Rugby 
Union Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman present 
action from the latest 
fixtures, including 
Harlequins v Gloucester 
and Exeter Chiefs v 
Leicester Tigers. 

12.35 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 



George Clarke presents 
Amazing Spaces Snow 
Special, on at 8.00pm 

6.50 FILM: Judy Moody and the 
Not Bummer Summer (2011) 

Comedy, starring Jordana Beatty. 
★★ 8.30 FILM: Magic in the Water 
(1995) Two children investigate the 
legend of a mysterious lake¬ 
dwelling creature and help protect 
its home from pollution. Family 
adventure, starring Mark Harmon 
and Joshua Jackson. ★★★ 10.30 
The Simpsons (R) 11.00 The 
Simpsons (R) 11.30 FILM: 

Confessions of a Teenage Drama 
Queen (2004) Drama, starring 
Lindsay Lohan. ★★1.15 Channel 4 
Racing Live coverage of this 
afternoon’s races, including the 
2.40 Welsh Grand National from 
Chepstow, along with three further 
^ces from the course, and three 
from Kempton Park. 


4.15 Channel 4 News 
Summary Includes 
headlines and weather. 
4.20 Stuart Little (1999) 

Comedy adventure, 
with the voice of Michael 
J Fox. ★★★ 

6.00 The Simpsons Lisa 
develops a Facebook-style 
social network that takes 
the town by storm - lift 
when the addictive website 
threatens mass hysteria, 
she finds herself put on 
trial. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks Sienna 
persuades Warren to go 
with her to bury Nico’s 
ashes. 

7.00 Posh Pawn at 
Christmas Lawrence and 
James are put through 
their paces by Britain’s 
most successful female 
gymnast, Beth Tweddle, 
who wants to sell her 
Olympic leotards to raise 
money for a good cause. 
8.00 Amazing Spaces Snow 
Special The architect and 
Will Hardie embark on a 
snow-covered design 
odyssey across the 
mountain ranges of 
Western Canada. 

9.00 This Is Us Rebecca and 
Jack take their three kids to 
the community swimming 
pool, and Kevin auditions 
for his first Broadway play. 
Drama, starring Mandy 
Moore and Justin Hartley. 
10.00 Gogglebox 2016 A look 
back at some of the 
highlights of this year’s 
series, featuring regular 
armchair presenters Leon 
and June, Christopher and 
Stephen, and the Michaels 
family. (R) 

11.358 Out of 10 Cats Does 
Countdown Christmas 
Special Jimmy Carr hosts 
a festive edition of the 
comedy panel show, with 
guests Kathy JBurke^ and 
Russell Howard joining 
Sean LocJ$ and Jon 
Richardson. (j$J 

12.40 FILM: The Girl with the 

Dragon Tattoo (2009) (English 

Subtitles) ★★★ 3.20 Food 

Unwrapped at Christmas (R) 4.15 

Couples Come Dine with Me (R) 

5.00 FILM: Ramona and Beezus 

( 2010 ) ★★★ 



Eddie Hall features in 
World’s Strongest Man 
2016, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.35 Football on 
5: The Championship Action from 
the Boxing Day fixtures. (R) 9.35 
Football on 5: Goal Rush Goals 
from the Boxing Day matches in 
Leagues One and Two. (R) 10.05 
FILM: Space Camp (1986) Six 
high-school students at a summer 
academy for would-be astronauts 
are accidentally launched into orbit. 
Children’s sci-fi adventure, starring 
Kate Capshaw. ,★★ 12.10 FILM: 
Teen Wolf (1985) Comedy, starring 
Michael J Fox. ★★★ 2.00 FILM: 
Harry and the Hendersons (1987) 
A family’s holiday in the mountains 
is thrown into turmoil by an 
encounter with the legendary 
Bigfoot, whom they end up taking 
home. Comedy, with John Lithgow 
and Melinda Dillon. ★★ 


4.10 Labyrinth (1986) 

Fantasy adventure, 
starring Jennifer 
Connelly and David 
Bowie. ★★★ 

6.15 BattleBots: World 
Championship New 

series. Molly McGrath 
hosts as 24 robot builders 
put their machines to the 
ultimate test in a series of 
fights. With Chris Rose and 
Kenny Florian. 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Action from the 
opening heat of the 
competition at Chobe 
National Park in Botswana. 
British hopes were resting 
on the broad shoulders of 
the likes of Eddie Hall and 
Mark Felix; 5 News Update 
8.00 There’s a Croc in My 
Kitchen Documentary 
following people around 
Britain who keep predatory 
wild animals as unusual 
pets, including a crocodile, 
a Komodo dragon, aserval, 
a lynx and a wolf hybrid; 5 
News Update 

9.00 Dirty Dancing 
(1987) A dance 
instructor at a 1960s 
resort teaches a naive 
teenager about self- 
expression as they 
perform in an important 
show. Romantic drama, 
with Patrick Swayze and 
Jennifer Grey. Includes 
5 News at 10.30pm. 
★★★ 

11.05 Greatest 80s Movies 

Ronni Ancona narrates a 
countdown of viewers’ 
favourite films from the 
decade, including ET, Top 
Gun, The Goonies, 
Ghostbusters, Beverly Hills 
Cop and Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off. (R) 

1.50 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 The Dog Rescuers at 
Christmas A seasonal special 
edition of the animal welfare series. 
(R) 4.00 Tattoo Disasters UK Body 
art tributes to family members. (R) 
4.25 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera (R) 4.45 Great Artists 
Profile of Leonardo da Vinci. (R) 

5.10 House Doctor Aflat in Kensal 
Green, west London. (R) 5.35 
House Doctor A property in 
Spennymoor, Co Durham. (R) 



Poundland’s offering 


Setting 
the scene 

A CHRISTMAS FEAST IS A MEAL MADE 
FOR LINGERING OVER WITH LOVED 
ONES - AND DESERVES A SENSATIONAL 
SETTING TO BOOT 

You may choose to slave over a hot stove this Christmas 
to create the perfect feast, but there’s no need to toil 
over the table. 

We’ve done the prep for you and asked the experts 
to dish up top tips for four fancy festive themes. So 
whether budget or luxury, traditional or bold, there’s 
no excuse for not serving up in style... 


MIDAS TOUCH 

Gold’s synonymous with glam¬ 
our and this setting could make 
you glow with pride... 

“Gold’s a seasonal favourite and 
looks beautiful contrasted with 
white, but you could ring the 
changes this year and use a dark 
grey or even a black tablecloth 
for a dramatic, glamorous effect, 
which will also make table deco¬ 
rations star,” says Clare Harris, 
managing director, Talking 
Tables. 

“Texture and tonal variation are 
key to creating an interesting 

table, so add glittering table scatter and maybe a mix¬ 
ture of pieces of your own vintage glassware. 

“Fill glasses or tiny vases these with posies of ever¬ 
green foliage, or sweet treats wrapped in metallic 
papers, and the display will look even more striking set 
with tea lights on a mirrored tray. This could make an 
easy-peasy centrepiece. 

“For more table dressing inspiration, browse Pinterest 
or Instagram, as party planners often post pictures of 
fabulous wedding tables. These are often more creative 
than Christmas tables and you can steal ideas!” 

TOP TABLE: Talking Tables Party Porcelain range 
offers all the gold ingredients for a setting: A 12-pack 
of paper Gold Bowls, £4; Gold Cutlery, £7 for a pack 
of six plastic knives, forks or 
spoons; Gold Embossed Napkins, 
£3.50 for a pack of 20, and plastic 
Champagne Flutes, £2 each. 
RED-Y, SET, GO 
Red and white’s a classic choice 
that’s cheery and truly tradi¬ 
tional... 

“This year, we have a beautiful 
‘deck the halls’ Christmas theme. 
It’s a vibrant and contemporary 
palette, with vivid reds, shades of 
soft grey and accents of tartan. 
Party Porcelain gold Supported by shades of warm 

teal and green, the range pays a 
nod to festive foliage and Christmas pines,” says Clare 
Stevens, senior buyer at Poundland. 

“Add atmosphere by hanging a Christmas stocking 
and a red wooden gift tag on the back of each chair. 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, runs through the 
decorative theme.” 

TOP TABLE: Poundland’s bursting with red table 
treats: Christmas Beaded Charger Plates, Dinner 
Plates and Bowl, £1 each, and Christmas Wine Glass¬ 
es, in spotted or stripe design, also £1 each. 

SILVER SHIMMER 

Celebrate silver and metallics for a sophisticated and 
elegant ‘frosty’ setting... 

“For a truly luxurious dining experience on Christmas 
Day, you need a spectacular table with glistening acces¬ 
sories, glassware and linen,” says The White Company 
founder Chrissie Rucker. 

“I love a pure white linen cloth, and then use a pre-lit 
beaded garland laid down the centre of the table as a 
centrepiece. I then simply pair it with a scattering of 
our mercury tea light holders for 
added sparkle. 

“On the wall behind the table, 

I like to hang a net of cascading 
fairy lights and for a focal point, 
an evergreen wreath suspended 
above the table. On shelves, I 
have silver baubles displayed 
in glass vases, which catch the 
light.” 

TOP TABLE: The White Com¬ 
pany makes it easy to conjure 
a magical setting with its irre¬ 
sistible range: a Beaded Pre-lit 
Silver Garland, £60, and net of 
Cascading Fairy Lights - 300 
Bulbs, currently reduced to £48 from £60. 

WICKED WOODLAND 

“Off-white or grey china and table linen are perfect 
for a subtle country or woodland feel for a table 
setting, and this look suits both sophisticated soirees 
and Christmas banquets,” says Emma Sims-Hilditch, 
creative director at Neptune. 

“My biggest tip for decorating is to adorn the entire 
room with the same motifs you use on the table. So if 
I’m using leafy garlands and lots of candlelight as my 
centrepiece, I’ll repeat that effect on window ledges 
and other surfaces, and even group candlesticks in a 
cluster to illuminate a corner of the room. 

“It helps to bring the whole room to life and will make 
the dining table look even more spectacular.” 

TOP TABLE: Set the scene with Emily grey table lin¬ 
en, a Linen Tablecloth, from £81, and Linen Napkins, 
£33 for set of six, Neptune. 




Silver - frosty setting 


























































Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, December 15, 2016 


24 


DECORATIONS 


Brighten up 
your homes 









An inflatable snowman 


Lighting up the skies - Aldi’s Christmas lights 

ALDI'S BIGGEST EVER RANGE OF 
GREAT-VALUE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND 
DECORATIONS ARE NOW IN STORES, 
HELPING CHRISTMAS-LOVERS BRIGHTEN 
THE HOME AND GET INTO THE FESTIVE 
SPIRIT 

The range features 13 different sets of excellent-quality 
lights as well as some delightful decorative accessories 
including a rustic and charming Christmas Village Scene 
for just £9.99. 

Christmas Lights 

Complete with a timer 
and eight different light 
functions, these delicate 
360 Icicle Lights below 
(£19.99) are available in 
warm white, white and ice 
blue and will instantly add 
that festive feeling to the 
outside of your home. 
Alternatively, Aldi’s 480 
LED cluster lights (£16.99) 
are available in a selection 
of colours and feature a 
10m cable adding a Christ¬ 
mas sparkle in the home 
even if there isn’t a plug 
socket close by. 

These lights can be 
switched on or off from the 
comfort and warmth of the 
house with Aldi’s Remote 
Controlled Sockets (£17.99) 
or activated during periods of low light with Aldi’s 
Outdoor Socket with Dawn Sensor (£12.99). 

For those who want to add a touch of individuality to 
their Christmas decorations, the Twig Lights (£9.99) 
are guaranteed to create a ambient atmosphere. 

For an additional twinkle where mains sockets aren’t 
a possibility, Aldi’s 50 LED Outdoor Battery Operated 
Lights (£3.99) will light up the garden for six hours at 
the same time every day. 

Decorative Accessories 

There’s a range of six foot inflatables (£19.99 each) 
including this Snowman complete with pegs to secure 
him in the garden. No 
flying away! 

Create a Winter Won¬ 
derland with a set of 
three parcels (£14.99). 

Available in a choice 
of four designs, these 
elegant decorations fea¬ 
ture warm white LEDS 
and an eight function 
controller, complete with 
timer. 

Aldi’s LED Christmas 
Canvas (£3.99) is perfect 
for adding an extra 
sparkle to the wall this 
Christmas. 

Choose from four im- Wooden street scene 

ages; Winter Woodland, 

Festive House, Stag in the Snow or Santa (batteries 
included). 

Create a charming Christmas street scene with illu¬ 
minated wooden buildings, adding a retro finish to a 
homemade grotto this festive season. 

Aldi’s Christmas Village Scene (£9.99) is available in 
four wonderful designs (batteries included). 

Fill the home with festive spirit with this Christmas 
Candle Arch (£9.99). 

Choose from Santa Sleighs, Red Christmas Trees, 
Reindeers or Decorative Hearts to bring the festive 
cheer home. 




BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Fiona Bruce presents 
Antiques Roadshow, 
shown at 6.30pm 

■ 6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 

business news. 9.00 FILM: Tinker 
Bell and the Secret of the Wings 
(2012) Disney animated adventure, 
with the voice of Mae Whitman. 
★★★ 10.10 Justin’s House: Cat’s 
First Christmas 10.30 FILM: 
Wallace & Gromit in The Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit (2005) Oscar- 
winning animated adventure, with 
the voice of Peter Sallis. ★★★ 11.50 
Bargain Hunt (R) 12.40 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.50 Midlands 
Today; Weather 1.00 The 
Moonstone Franklin discovers 
Rachel’s cousin Godfrey may been 
involved in the Moonstone’s theft. 
(R) 1.45 FILM: Indiana Jones and 
the Temple of Doom (1984) Action 
adventure, starring Harrison Ford. 
★★★ 


3.35 Muppets Most 
Wanted (2014) 

Premiere. Comedy, 
starring Ricky Gervais. 

★★★ 

5.15 Pointless Quiz show, 
hosted by Alexander 
Armstrong. (R) 

6.00 BBC News 
6.20 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

6.30 Antiques Roadshow 

Fiona Bruce finds out what 
happened after some of 
this year’s most memorable 
finds were sold, revisiting 
the former owners to find 
out what they did with the 
proceeds of their sale. 

7.30 Ethel & Ernest 
(2016) Premiere. 
Animated drama based 
on Raymond Briggs’ 
graphic novel following 
the lives of his parents 
through 40 tumultuous 
years. With the voice of 
Jim Broadbent. ★★★★ 

9.00 Jonathan Creek Alan 
Davies’ consulting 
detective returns to help an 
old acquaintance get to the 
bottom of a mystery from 
her past revolving around 
her family’s foreboding 
home - Daemons’ Roo 

10.30 BBC News 
10.40Midlands Tc 

Weather; National 
Update 

10.50 Mrs Brown’s Boys Mrs 

Brown tries to work out 
what is inside a parcel 
addressed to Cathy and 
discovers Rory is planning 
to have plastic surgery. (R) 

11.25 Sport Relief 2016: The 
Final Score Danny Dyer 
revisits the best moments 
from this year’s sporting 
charity event, which saw 
thousands of people 
across the UK sign up to 
take part in fundraising 
stunts. 

12.25 Fleabag Claire and Fleabag 
return to their father’s home for an 
annual gathering to mark the 
anniversary of their mother’s death 
- but this time there is an unwanted 
guest. (R) 12.50 Fleabag Surprises 
are in store when Fleabag attends 
her godmother’s exhibition of erotic 
art. Last in tht^abt^s. (R) 1.20 
Weather for the Week Ahead 1.25 
BBC News 


' V Jfeuto s v 


A festive special, Robot 
Wars: Battle of the Stars, 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.40 Sign Zone: Coastal Path Paul 
Rose visits the South Devon 
coastline. (R) 7.10 Sign Zone: 
Great British Menu Russell 
Bateman, Ronnie Murray and Mark 
Froydenlund try to impress the 
judges. (R) 7.40 FILM: Herbie 
Goes to Monte Carlo (1977) 
Disney comedy adventure sequel, 
starring Dean Jones. ★★★ 9.20 
This Farming Life (R) 10.20 Money 
for Nothing 11.20 FILM: The 
Alamo (2004) Avastlyoutnumbered 
group of Texan soldiers mounts a 
suicidal defence to protect afortress 
against Mexican forces. Historical 
Western, starring Dennis Quaid. 
★★ 1.25 FILM: Up Periscope 
(1959) Second World War naval 
adventure, with James Garner. 


3.15 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events (R) 

4.00 Inside the Factory: 
Sweets (R) 

5.00 Tribes, Predators & Me 

6.00 New Zealand: Earth’s 
Mythical Islands (R) 

7.00 The Good Life Tom fears 
he and Barbara have no 
money set aside for their 
old age. George Cole 
guest stars in the final 
episode of the sitcom, 
made for the 1978 Royal 
Command Performance. 
(R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Jeremy 
Paxman asks the questions 
in the second semi-final of 
this year’s Christmas 
contest. 

8.00 Robot Wars: Battle of 
the Stars Dara O Briain 
and Angela Scanlon, 
present the first of | 
festive specials in-which 
four celebrity teams design 
their dream robot end 
battle it out in the arena. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den Christmas 
edition. Peter Jones, 
Deborah Meaden, Touker 
Suleyman, Sarah 
Willingham and Nick 
Jenkins meet 

entrepreneurs selling 
dance mats, active 
holidays, socks and 
chocolate. 

10.00 Live at the Apollo 
Christmas Special With 
Romesh Ranganathan, 
Seann Walsh, Kerry 
Godliman and Spencer 
Jones. (R) 

10.30 The Real Marigold on 
Tour Part one of two. 
Miriam Margolyes, Wayne 
Sleep, Bobby George and 
Rosemary Shrager 
investigate retirement in 
Florida. (R) 

11.30 Song for Marion 
(2012) A grouchy old 
man’s life is dramatically 
changed when he takes 
his terminally ill wife’s 
place in the local choir. 
Comedy drama, with 
Terence Stamp. ★★★ 

1.00 Sign Zone: Alan Bennett’s 

Diaries (R) 2.00 FILM: Sign Zone: 

The Lady in the Van (2015) ★★★★ 

3.40 This Is BBC Two 5.45 Natural 

World: Tiger Dynasty (R) 



Nick Miles stars as Jimmy 
in the soap, Emmerdale, 
shown at 7.00pm 

6.00 Good Morning Britain 8.30 
Lorraine Entertainment and fashion 
news. 9.25 FILM: Free Willy 2: The 
Adventure Home (1995) Family 
adventure, starring Jason James 
Richter. ★★ 11.15 FILM: Bean 
(1997) Comedy, starring Rowan 
Atkinson. ★★★ ‘12.55 ITV 
Lunchtime News; Weather. 1.05 
ITV News Central; Weather. 1.15 
Puppy Secrets: The First Six 
Months Part two of two. The 
puppies move into their new homes 
with their new owners. (R) 2.20 
FILM: Father of the Bride (1991) A 
doting father struggles to come to 
terms with his daughter’s impending 
wedding and her increasingly 
complicated plans. Comedy 
remake, starring Steve Martin and 
Diane Keaton. ★★★ 
_ 


4.25 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The comedian 
visits Battersea Dogs & 
Cats Home at Christmas, 
where he comes to the aid 
of a pregnant pug and tries 
to get a snaggle-toothed 
shih tzu the royal seal of 
approval. (R) 

5.30 Blankety Blank David 
Walliams presents a 
one-off special revival of 
the 1970s game show in 
which contestants and a 
panel of celebrities must 
identify the missing word in 
a phrase. (R) 

6.25 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.40 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Jimmy 
returns home to make 
peace with Nicola, but a 
blazing row erupts. 
Angelica and Elliot take 
matters into their own 
hands, and the Kings soon 
realise they are missing. 

7.30 Harry Potter and the 
Order ofthe Phoenix 
(2007) The wizard 
unites his fellow pupils 
into a secret army to 
battle the resurrected 
Lord Voldemort. 
Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Emma 
Watson and Gary 
Oldman. ★★★ 

10.10 ITV News; Weather. 

10.24 ITV Central Weather 

10.25 Jaws (1975) A 
seaside town’s police 
chief has to deal with a 
giant killer shark preying 
on tourists. Steven 
Spielberg’s thriller, 
starring Roy Scheider, 
Richard Dreyfuss and 
Robert Shaw. ★★★★ 

12.40 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show The host invites 
guests to air their differences over 
family and relationship issues, and 
provides them with his own brand of 
no-nonsense advice. (R) 



93-year-old widow Violet 
features in 24 Hours in 
A&E, on at 9.00pm 

6.40 FILM: California Man (1992) 

Teen comedy, starring Brendan 
Fraser. ★★ 8.10 FILM: Dunston 
Checks In (1996) Family comedy, 
starring Jason Alexander. ★★★ 
9.50 The Simpsons Homer 
becomes a fisherman. (R) 10.15 
The Simpsons Homer accidentally 
declares himself bankrupt. (R) 
10.45 FILM: The Muppet Movie 
(1979) Kermit the frog leads his 
motley band on a trip across 
America to seek their fortune in 
Hollywood. Comedy, starring Dorn 
DeLuise. ★★★ 12.50 FILM: Vice 
Versa (1988) Fantasy comedy, 
starring Judge Reinhold and Fred 
Savage. ★★★ 2.45 FILM: Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) Family adventure 
Sequel, with the voice of Michael J 
Fox. ★★★ 


4.15 Lego’s Big Christmas 

The run-up to the opening 
of the world’s biggest Lego 
store in London’s Leicester 
Square. (R) 

5.15 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 

weather. 

5.30 The Simpsons Homer 
gets a new assistant. (R) 

6.00 The Simpsons Lisa 
begins a whirlwind 
romance with her 

intellectual match, while 
Bart and Milhouse set out 
to debunk Springfield 
Elementary’s most famous 
legends. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks Amy confronts 
Ryan with the note. 

7.00 The Arrivals An intimate 
insight into the lives of 
some of the thousands of 
people that travel through 
Heathrow’s arrivals halls, 
and the stories told by 
passengers and awaiting 
loved ones. 

8.00 What Britain Bought in 
2016 Mary Portas surveys 
Britain’s spending habits 
over the past 12 months, 
joining retail forecasters to 
revisit some of tra}: must- 
have items, improbable 
hits and woeful trends of 
2016. 

9.00 24 Hours in A&E The 

staff at St George’s A&E 
deal tend to a 60-year-old 
bricklayer, a 93-year-old 
widow, and an 18-year-old 
dance student, all of whom 
have relied on support from 
their friends. 

10.00 David Blaine: Beyond 
Magic The illusionist 
performs tricks for a host of 
stars, including David 
Beckham and Drake. (R) 

11.00 The Big Fat Quiz of the 
Year 2016 Jimmy Carr 
hosts the annual end-of- 
year quiz, with Richard 
Ayoade, Rob Delaney, Mel 
Giedroyc, Sarah Millican, 
David Mitchell and Romesh 
Ranganathan competing. 

(R) 

1.00 FILM: The Girl Who Played 
with Fire (2009) (English Subtitles) 
★★★ 3.10 Gillette World Sport 
3.40 Location, Location, Location 
(R) 4.35 The Restoration Man (R) 

5.30 FILM: Mysterious Island 
(1961) ★★★ 



Clint Eastwood heads the 
cast in Kelly’s Heroes, 
shown at 3.20pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.20 SpongeBob 
SquarePants 9.55 World’s 
Strongest Man 2016 Action from 
the opening heat ofthe competition 
at Chobe National Park in Botswana. 
British hopes were resting on the 
broad shoulders of the likes of 
Eddie Hall and Mark Felix. (R) 10.55 
FILM: The African Queen (1951) A 
missionary and a drunken captain 
make a perilous journey through 
Africa at the outbreak of the First 
World War. Romantic adventure, 
starring Humphrey Bogart. ★★★★ 
1.00 FILM: The Glenn Miller Story 
(1954) Muircal Tropic of the 
bandleader and trombonist, 
depicting his triumphs both on and 
off the stage before his mysterious 
disappearance in 1944. With James 
Stewart and June Allyson. ★★★ 


3.20 Kelly’s Heroes 
(1970) Second World 
War adventure, starring 
Clint Eastwood. ★★★ 
6.10 BattleBots: World 
Championship Eight 
more battles are held to 
decide who goes through 
to the championship 
stages. With commentary 
from Kenny Florian and 
technical insights from 
NASA personnel. 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Action from the 
second heat of the 
competition at Chobe 
National Park in Botswana. 
Britain’s Eddie Hall took 
part in this group, alongside 
Americans Nick Best and 
Jon Lane; 5 News Update 
8.00 Kitten Rescuers 
Following the day-to-day 
work of RSPCA inspectors, 
vets and volunteers as they 
strive to keep Britain’s 
felines out of harm’s way. 
Part of the Animal Magic 
season; 5 News Update 
9.00 The Most Shocking 
Celebrity Moments of 
2016 Louis Walsh, 
Michelle Visage, Darren 
Day, Bobby Norris, Chloe 
Kahn, Eamonn Holmes, 
Kerry Katona, Stefan 
Dennis and Len Goodman 
recalltheyear’s memorable 
events. 

12.05 Pete Burns: The Last 
Interview Featuring rare footage 
from his last TV interview filmed a 
few months before his death, Pete 
Burns speaks about his life and his 
career. (R) 1.05 SuperCasino 
Viewers get the chance to take part 
in live interactive gaming, with a mix 
of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Santa Makes You LOL Zoe Lyons, 
Ellie Taylor, Marlon Davis and lain 
Lee showcase some of the most 
popular Christmas-themed viral 
videos currently doing the rounds 
online. (R) 4.00 Witches: A Century 
of Murder Suzannah Lipscomb 
investigates the origins of the 
obsession for mass witch hunts and 
trials that swept the British Isles 
during the 17th century. (R) 4.45 
Great Artists The life and legacy of 
Albrecht Durer. (R) 5.10 House 
Doctor A bland property near 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. (R) 
5.35 House Doctor (R) 
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BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



John Humphrys asks the 
questions in Celebrity 
Mastermind, at 7.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast Round-up of 
national and international news. 
9.00 FILM: Turbo (2013) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Ryan 
Reynolds. ★★★ 10.25 Go Jetters 
Christmas Special: The North 
Pole Christmas Eve arrives but 
Santa’s sleigh has vanished. 10.50 
FILM: Chicken Run (2000) 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Mel Gibson and Julia Sawalha. 
★★★ 12.10 Bargain Hunt From an 
antiques fair in Norfolk. (R) 12.50 
BBC News 1.00 Midlands Today; 
Weather 1.10 The Moonstone Mr 
Bruff tries to stop Rachel and 
Godfrey’s wedding. (R) 1.55 FILM: 
Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade (1989) Action adventure 
sequel, starring Hlfdfon Ford and 
Sean Connery. ★★★★ 


6.30 

6.45 


7.00 


3.55 Room on the Broom 

AnimatecT adaptation of 
Julia Donaldson’s 
children’s book. (R) 

4.20 Shrek the Third 
(2007) The bad- 
tempered ogre must 
persuade a rebellious 
teenager to face up to 
his responsibilities as 
heir to the throne. 
Animated sequel, with 
the voice of Mike Myers. 
★★★ 

5.45 Pointless Quiz show, 
hosted by Alexander 
Armstrong. 

BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Celebrity Mastermind 

Michelle Ackerley, Joe 
Fattorini, Danny Clarke and 
John Finnemore answer 
questions on Columbo, the 
line of longitude two 
degrees west, Garfield 
Sobers and MR James’ 
ghost stories. 

7.30 EastEnders As Ronnie’s 
big day approaches, she 
encourages Roxy to build 
bridges with Jack as the 
sisters secretly make 
plans. 

8.00 Life in the Snow @|>$pi 
Buchanan goes k 
of animals that I 
snowy conditions ah... _ 

adapted to survive in cold 
weather, including polar 
bears, penguins, owls, 
wolverines and reindeer. 
9.00 To Walk Invisible 
Feature-length drama 
telling how the Bronte 
sisters emerged from 
relative obscurity to pen 
their celebrated works of 
literature. 

11.00 BBC News 

ll.lOMidlands Today; 
Weather 

11.20 Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull (2008) 

The globe-trotting 
archaeologist races 
against Soviet agents to 
find a mysterious 
artefact of untold power. 
Action adventure 
sequel, starring 
Harrison Ford. ★★★ 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead 

1.20 BBC News 




A review of the year, 
Charlie Brooker’s 2016 
Wipe, on at 9.00pm 

6.45 Sign Zone: Coastal Path The 

explorer visits the Jurassic Coast. 
Last in the series. (R) 7.15 Sign 
Zone: Great British Menu The 
London and South East hopefuls 
serve up their desserts. (R) 7.45 
FILM: Herbie Goes Bananas 
(1980) Disney adventure, starring 
Cloris Leachman. ★★ 9.15 This 
Farming Life (R) 10.15 Money for 
Nothing Sarah Moore transforms 
four more reclaimed items. 11.15 
FILM: A Distant Trumpet (1964) 
Western, starring Troy Donahue. 
★★★ 1.10 FILM: Hidalgo (2004) A 
pony express rider enters in a 
3,000-mile horse race across the 
Arabian desert, only to be drawn 
into political conflict. Period 
adventure, with Viggo Mortensen 
and Omar Sharif. ★★ 


r mpian 


3.15 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events (R) 

4.00 Inside the Factory: 
Crisps (R) 

5.00 Tribes, Predators & Me 

6.00 New Zealand: Earth’s 
Mythical Islands (R) 

7.00 To the Manor Born: 
1979 Christmas 
Special Living in reduced 
circumstances does not 
blind Audrey to her 
responsibilities as 
Christmas approaches. 
Festive special from 1979, 
starring Penelope Keith 
and Peter Bowles. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Two teams of 
distinguished graduates 
compete on behalf of their 
former universities in the 
final of the festive edition of 
the quiz. Jeremy Paxman 
hosts. Last in the series. 

8.00 Robot Wars: Battle of 
the Stars Paratyn^“ 
Kadeena Cox, football star 
Robbie Savage, hi^rory 
presenter Neil Oliver and 
Rizzle Kicks singer Jordan 
Stephens battle it out in the 
second of two festive 
specials. 

9.00 Charlie Brooker’s 
2016 Wipe The 

broadcaster takes a 
satirical look back at the 
past 12 months, a year that 
has seen Donald Trump 
being voted into the White 
House and the BBC losing 
the Bake Off. 

10.00 Cunk on Christmas The 

Weekly Wipe commentator 
presents her take on the 
festive season. 

10.30 Kevin Bridges: A 
Whole Different Story 

The comedian on stage in 
Glasgow in 2015, musing 
on economics, art history 
and diet tips, as well as the 
rigours of growing up and 
adapting to his new-found 
place in the world. 

11.30 A Gert Lush Christmas 
Dan Colman is about to 
introduce the woman of his 
dreams to his family at 
Christmas, but it may not 
go to plan. (R) 

12.30 Dragons’ Den (R) 1.30 Sign 

Zone: The Great Christmas Bake 

Off (R) 2.30 Sign Zone: Doctor 

Who (R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two 



Andrew Garfield stars in 
The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2, on at 5.50pm 

6.00 Good Morning Britain The 

team is joined by actor Mark Benton, 
who talks about his role in new ITV 
period drama The Halcyon. Plus, 
news, health, entertainment and 
lifestyle features. 8.30 Lorraine 
Entertainment and fashion news. 
9.25 FILM: Free Willy 3: The 
Rescue (1997) Family adventure, 
starring Jason James Richter. ★★★ 
11.10 FILM: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) Comedy, starring Rowan 
Atkinson. ★ 12.50 ITV Lunchtime 
News; Weather. 1.05 ITV News 
Central; Weather. 1.15 FILM: Peter 
Pan (2003) The boy who never 
grows old whisks Wendy Darling 
and her brothers away on an 
adventure to the magical world^ftf 
Neverland. Fantasy, starring Jeremy 
Sumpter. ★★★ 


3.15 Midsomer Murders A 

fatal explosion at a haulage 
yard proves a difficult case 
for Barnaby, whose 
suspects include several 
Territorial Army soldiers, a 
ruthless businessman and 
a grieving mother. (R) 

5.15 ITV News Central; 
Weather. 

5.30 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

5.50 The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 (2014) 

Premiere. The 
superhero battles a foe 
with electrical powers, 
while an old friend 
presents an even 
greater threat. Action 
adventure sequel, with 
Andrew Garfield and 
Emma Stone. ★★★ 

8.30 Emmerdale Kerry gets 
drunk and flirts with a man 
at the Woolpack’s singles 
night, hoping to make Dan 
jealous. But when her 
suitor turns nasty, Joanie 
takes matters into her own 
hands. 

9.00 Harry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince 
(2009) The wizard 
must uncover the 
secrets of Lord 
Voldemort’s past to try 
to end the evil sorcerer’s 
reign of terror. Fantasy 
adventure sequel, with 
Daniel Radcliffe and 
Michael Gambon. ★★★ 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.19 ITV Central Weather 

11.20 Harry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince 
(2009) Concluded. 
★★★ 

12.20 The Chase Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants answer 
general knowledge questions and 
work as a team to take on quiz 
expert the Chaser and secure a 
cash prize. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247 
Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with 
a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.00 ITV Nightscreen Text- 
based information service. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show The host 
invites guests to air their differences 
over family and relationship issues, 
and provides them with his own 
brand of no-nonsense advice. (R) 



Kirstie Allsopp presents 
Location, Location, 
Location, on at 8.00pm 

7.15 FILM: Short Circuit 2 (1988) 

A curious robot meets an old friend 
and sets off for an adventure in New 
York. Sci-fi comedy sequel, starring 
Fisher Stevens and Michael 
McKean, with the voice of Tim 
Blaney. ★★ 9.20 The Simpsons 
Brazilian football legend Ronaldo 
guest stars. (R) 9.50 The Simpsons 
Homer becomes a member of the 
paparazzi. (R) 10.20 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.50 FILM: The Great Muppet 
Caper (1981) Premiere. Chaotic 
comedy, with John Cleese. ★★★ 
12.55 FILM: The Net (1995) A 
computer analyst has to prove her 
true identity after her details are 
replaced by a false police record on 
the national database. Thriller, with 
3|jandra Bullock and Jeremy 
tham. ★★ 


3.15 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun Finding a 
retirement home in 
Menorca on a budget of 
£165,000. 

4.15 Posh Pawn at 
Christmas The team 
put through their paces 
gymnast Beth Tweddli 

5.15 Channel 4 News 

5.30 The Simpsons 
department store Santa 
grants Lisa’s Christmas 
wish. (R) 

6.00 The Simpsons Homer 
and the family are forced to 
leave town. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks Amy throws 
Ryan out of the house. 

7.00 The Ballroom Boys 

Cameras follow young 
male ballroom dancers 
from south Wales as they 
head towards the biggest 
competition of their 
dancing lives - the UK 
Championships in 
Bournemouth. 

8.00 Location, Location, 
Location Ne w jse ries. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil 
Spencer help couples 
looking for homes in 
Birmingham, including a 
pair who have already seen 
52 properties and cannot 
find the perfect pad. 

9.00 Guy Martin: Cycling 
Home for Christmas 
The bike enthusiast takes 
on his toughest challenge 
yet as he cycles around the 
entire 4,800-mile coast of 
Great Britain in just 20 days 
- a record that has stood 
since 1984. 

10.35 Bruce Springsteen: In 
His Words Bio¬ 
documentary setting out to 
reveal the man behind the 
music, featuring home 
video from his youth, and 
footage from his early 
years performing solo in 
Greenwich Village. 

12.05 It Was Alright in the 1970s 
(R) 1.00 FILM: The Girl Who 
Kicked the Hornets’ Nest (2010) 
(English Subtitles) ★★★ 3,30 The 
Windsors Christmas Special (R) 
3.55 Jamie’s Comfort Food Bites 
(R) 4.05 Location, Location, 
Location (R) 5.00 FILM: It Came 
from Beneath the Sea (1954) (b/w) 
★★★ 



Shirley Bassey features 
in World’s Greatest 
Divas, on at 10.35pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.30 SpongeBob 
SquarePants Underwater 
adventures. 10.05 World’s 
Strongest Man 2016 Action from 
the second heat of the competition 
at Chobe National Park in Botswana. 
Britain’s Eddie Hall took part in this 
group, alongside Americans Nick 
Best and Jon Lane. (R) 11.05 FILM: 
West Side Story (1961) Two 
teenagers from rival New York street 
gangs fall^Lrv^ve. Leonard 
Bernstein’s musical based on 
Romeo and Juliet, With Natalie 
Wood. ★★★★ 2.05 FILM: The 
Family Man (2000) A businessman 
is magically sent into an alternative 
reality to experience the life he 
would have lived if he had not left his 
girlfriend. Drama, with Nicolas Cage 
and Tea Leoni. ★★★ 



4.25 Serendipity (2001) 

Romantic drama, 
starring Kate Beckinsale 
and John Cusack. ★★★ 
6.10 BattleBots: World 
Championship The 
championship round 
begins, with the winners of 
the qualifiers and four wild 
card teams competing 
through four three-minute 
bouts. Hosted by Molly 
McGrath. 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Action from the third 
heat of the competition at 
Chobe National Park, 
Botswana. Iceland’s 
Hafthor “Thor” Bjornsson 
took part alongside 
Britain’s Terry Hollands; 5 
News Update 

8.00 Biggest Dog in the 
World Three households 
with Great Danes that 
definitely live up to their 
names, and the pros and 
cons of owning massive 
dogs, including crippling 
costs and extreme 
domestic destruction; 5 
News Update 

9.00 The Adele Story 

Documentary charting the 
career of pop and blue¬ 
eyed soul singer Adele, 
beginning with her time at 
the star-making Brit School 
through to the success of 
her albums 19,21 and 25. 

10.35 World’s Greatest Divas 
A celebration of leading 
female vocalists, including 
the likes of Mariah Carey, 
Dusty Springfield, Shirley 
Bassey, Adele and Diana 
Ross. 

11.35 Lip Sync Battle UK 
Xmas Special Shane 
Richie and Jessie Wallace, 
aka EastEnders’ Alfie and 
Kat Moon, go head to head 
in this Christmas special of 
the song-miming 
challenge. Hosted by Mel B 
and Professor Green. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Building the Ice 
Hotel The construction of an 
establishment built every year in a 
Swedish village. (R) 4.00 Witches: 
A Century of Murder A profile of 
17th-century “Witchfinder General” 
Matthew Hopkins. (R) 4.45 Great 
Artists (R) 5.10 House Doctor (R) 

5.35 House Doctor (R) 



Be active in the day 


Seasonal 

serenity 

GETTING OVER-EXCITED LITTL'UNS 
TO BED ON CHRISTMAS EVE CAN BE A 
CHALLENGE. SLEEP EXPERT PROFESSOR 
COLIN ESPIE SHARES FIVE TOP TIPS TO 
HELP GUARANTEE SEASONAL SERENITY 
ALL ROUND 

I’m dreaming of a calm, quiet Christmas, with lots of 
lovely sleep! 

However - on the night before Christmas, all through 
the house, I’m pretty sure there’ll be plenty of crea¬ 
tures stirring, in the form of over-excited children, 
who certainly aren’t nestled all 
snug in their beds. 

We currently have a nightly 
rendition of We Wish You A 
Merry Christmas on a loop from 
my toddler son, and it’s not even 
Christmas Eve yet. 

On December 24, there’ll be 
three under-fives under the same \ 
roof at the grandparents’, and 
there’ll be hanging out stockings, | 
leaving out carrots and a mince 
pie, and, no doubt, more carol 
singing to squeeze into the usual 
bedtime routine. 

If this sounds familiar, whether they’re your own kids 
or your grandchildren, you might benefit from the ad¬ 
vice of University of Oxford sleep expert and co-found¬ 
er of digital sleep improvement programme Sleepio, 
Professor Colin Espie. 

Here are his top five tips to get kids off to sleep before 
Santa stops by... 

1. Be active during the day 
There’s plenty of evidence that regular exercise can 
help you fall asleep faster and stay asleep through the 
night. One Australian study found that every hour a 
child spends inactive, adds three minutes to the time 
taken to nod off. So take a break 
from Christmas movies and head 
for a family outing to the park 
- or simply get outdoors in the 
garden or go for a walk - to help 
expend excess energy in good 
time before bed. 

2. Stick to bedtime routines 
and rituals 

A consistent bedtime routine, or 
a set of specific ‘rituals’ before 
lights out, will signal that it’s 
time to sleep. If you’re staying 
away from home, find ways to 
recreate parts of the routine, 
even if they are happening later than usual. Preparing 
for bed in the same order each night (such as: bath, 
brushing teeth, stories, goodnight hug), will help with 
readiness for sleep, wherever you are. Even a few days 
of a consistent schedule should help your child settle 
in a new location. Bringing familiar bedding, toys and 
books will help them to relax and feel secure away 
from home. 

3. Act before your child gets overtired 

Young children are often reluctant to admit they’re 
tired - even more so when the alternative to bed is 
playing with shiny new toys. Look for signs of sleep¬ 
iness before your child starts to get overtired, which 
is often the driver for ‘hyper’ behaviour. Try to start 
the bedtime routine at a consistent time. If they really 
don’t feel tired, they can play quietly in their bed or 
crib with the lights low. If you notice that your child 
is often overtired at night, experiment by shifting the 
whole bedtime routine forwards by 15-30 minutes. 

4. Give plenty of notice 

Give plenty of notice when 
bedtime is coming up, and then 
stick to what you’ve said: “In 10 
minutes, the cartoon will end 
and it’ll be bath time, and then 
we’ll have time for two books.” A I 
timer which rings when playtime | 
runs out could be a useful ‘inde¬ 
pendent’ signal that it’s time for 
bed. If your child refuses to stay 
in bed, try to avoid giving extra 
attention for bad behaviour. Be 
as neutral and ‘uninteresting’ Stick to routine 

as you can as you return your 

child to bed, even if you have to do this a few times. 
Consistency is key - even at Christmas - to help the 
whole family sleep well. 

5. And if all else fails... 

With a house full of guests, your child may under¬ 
standably feel as though they are missing out on all 
the excitement by going up to bed. If you’ve followed 
the tips above and still have a stubborn and weary 
young one hanging onto the bannisters in slum¬ 
ber-protest, the suggestion that Father Christmas only 
leaves presents for children who are asleep might just 
be enough incentive to encourage lights out. At least, 
that’s what the elves told me... 

• Sleepio is a six-week online sleep programme for 
adults, clinically proven to help those with sleep 
problems fall asleep, stay asleep and feel better during 
the day 
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Nativity gold star 


FESTIVE FASHION 


Gifts with 
wow factor 

FASHION GIFTING 

Whether it’s the wow factor of an ultimate party dress, or 
little extras poked into those stockings, you can’t beat a 
soft and squidgy gift. CLAIRE SPREADBURY has your 
festive fashion presents all wrapped up 

FOR HER 

• Glitzy Butterfly Hardcase Clutch Bag, £49, Acces¬ 
sorize (uk.accessorize.com) 

• Biba Fully Embellished Waisted Dress, £169, House 
of Fraser (www.houseoffraser.co.uk) 

• Carvela Garnet Glitter Shoe Boot, currently reduced 
to £110 from £145, Littlewoods (www.littlewoods.com) 

• Lost Ink Bow Scuba Sweat, 

£42, Littlewoods (www.little- 
woods.com) 

• V by Very Star Embellished 
Cape, currently reduced to £24 
from £50, Very (www.very.co.uk) 

FOR HIM 

• Supremacy Fine Herringbone 
Blazer, £94.99, Superdry (www. 
superdry.com) 

• Paul Smith London Wool 
Stripe Scarf, £65, House of 
Fraser (www.houseoffraser.co.uk) 

• Label Lab Rams Head Cufflinks, £25, House of 
Fraser (www.houseoffraser.co.uk) 

• Occasional Human Stormtrooper Candy Skull 
Sweatshirt, £35, Sgt. Smith (www.sgtsmith.com) 

• Iivor Leather Brogue Trainers, £95, Ted Baker 
(www.tedbaker.com) 

FOR THE LITTLE ONES 

• Holly & Whyte Sweatshirt with Print, age 1.5-7yrs, 
£12.99, Lindex (www.lindex.com/uk) 

• Party Backpack in Purple (also available in Pink, 
Blue, Black and Green), £32, Smiggle (www.smiggle. 
co.uk) 

_ • Fairisle Hooded Cardigan, 

aged Newborn-3yrs, currently 
reduced to £15.20 from £19, Ma¬ 
mas & Papas (www.mamasand- 
papas.com) 

• Little Dickins & Jones Sleeve¬ 
less Bow Front Satin Dress, age 
3-12yrs, £45, House of Fraser 
(www.houseoffraser.co.uk) 

• Sweet Snuggles Bear Soft Two- 
Way Mitten Gloves, currently 
reduced to £3 from £6, Super- 

Trio of socks drug (www.superdrug.com) 

GET THE LOOK 

Oh how we love a Kate Middleton-inspired dress at the 
fraction of the cost. The Duchess of Cambridge rocked 
the red carpet at the premiere of A Street Cat Named 
Bob recently, wearing a white Self-Portrait gown. It’s 
sold out, of course, but you can pre-order the £320 
dress for a January delivery (www.self-portrait-studio. 
com), or opt for this similar navy number, at less than 
a quarter of the price. 

• Navy Crochet Lace Midi Dress with Pleats, £65, 
Little Mistress (www.little-mistress.com) 

BUY IT NOW 

The festive season is almost in full swing, so if you’re 
yet to buy a Christmas jumper, head to your nearest 
Lidl. Featuring designs for him (sizes M-XL), her (sizes 
6-20) and the little ones (ages 1-14), they’re an abso¬ 
lute bargain, with children’s knits priced at £5.99, and 
adult versions for £7.99. Available while stocks last in 
stores nationwide (www.lidl.co.uk). 

FASHION FLASH 

• Sock it to 'em 
Following their research that 
Brits lose 676 million socks 
every year, Ted Baker Footwear 
is running an odd-socks amnesty 
in London, which will be rolled 
out to the rest of the country in 
January. Simply pop into a store 
with your odd socks and be re¬ 
warded with a trio of new ones! 

• All I want for Christmas Embellished cape 

Christmas shopping is high on most people’s agendas 
right now, but according to a recent survey by The 
Clothes Show, a whopping 92% of us are guilty of 
spending money on ourselves too in the run-up to the 
big day, with 60% admitting to splashing over £100 on 
a self-gifting item, and 54% buying a prezzie for some¬ 
one else and then deciding to keep it instead! Better 
do some good deeds to ensure we don’t make Santa’s 
naughty list this year... 

STYLE STEAL 

Getting kids kitted out for their Christmas shows can 
cause no end of stress. But worry no more. George at 
Asda have a huge range of outfits, from nativity stars 
to Santa, Rudolph and Elf costumes. Sizes range from 
age l-10yrs. 

• Nativity Star Light Up Costume, £10, George at 
Asda (direct.asda.com) 





BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Sue Barker hosts the 
quiz show, A Question of 
Sport, on at 7.30pm 

£ 6.00 Breakfast Round-up of 

national and international news. 
9.00 FILM: Shark Tale (2004) 
Animated comedy, with the voice of 
Will Smith. ★★ 10.20 Wallace & 
Gromit: The Wrong Trousers The 
animated duo fall foul of a villainous 
penguin. (R) 10.50 FILM: Flushed 
Away (2006) Animated comedy, 
featuring the voice of Hugh 
Jackman. ★★★ 12.10 Bargain 
Hunt Two teams compete at 
Ardingly Antiques Fair in West 
Sussex. (R) 1.10 BBC News 1.25 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.35 
The Moonstone Franklin puts his 
life at risk to prove his innocence. 
Last in the series. (R) 2.20 FILM: 
Kung Fu Panda 2 (2011) Animated 
comedy sequel, with the voice of 
Jack Black. ★★★ 


3.40 Stick Man (R) 

4.10 Wreck-lt Ralph 
( 2012 ) A video game 
villain ventures into 
other arcade worlds 
looking for the chance 
to be a hero. Animated 
adventure, with the 
voice of John C Reilly. 
★★★ 

5.45 Pointless 

6.30 BBC News 

6.45 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

7.00 Celebrity Mastermind 

Tyger Drew-Honey, Tom 
Ravenscroft, Maria 
McErlane and Terry Deary 
are quizzed on specialist 
subjects including socialite 
Unity Mitford and GK 
Chesterton’s Father Brown 
stories. 

7.30 A Question of Sport 

Sue Barker asks the 
questions in the light¬ 
hearted quiz, with celebrity 
guests joining team 
captains Matt Dawson and 
Phil Tufnell. 

8.00 EastEnders Things 
come to a head for Lee as 
he finally reaches breaking 
point, and Max’s return 
continues to cause friction 
in the Square as fetea 
and motive sv\\n 
questioned. 

8.30 Captain Americ 
The Winter Soldier 
(2014) Premiere. The 
superhuman soldier 
battles a mysterious 
cyborg assassin as he 
uncovers a sinister 
conspiracy. Comic¬ 
book thriller sequel, 
starring Chris Evans. 
★★★ 

10.40 BBC News 

10.50Midlands Today; 

Weather 

11.00 Still Game Festive 
episode in which Jack and 
Victor face the prospect of 
a gloomy Hogmanay stuck 
in the lift at Osprey Heights, 
and console themselves by 
reminiscing about New 
Years past. (R) 

11.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special (R) 

12.10 The NFL Show 12.40 FILM: 

Hollywood Homicide (2003) ★★★ 

2.30 Weather for the Week Ahead 

2.35 BBC News 



Dustin Hoffman stars in 
Roald Dahl’s Esio Trot, 
shown at 6.30pm 

6.25 Meerkats: Secrets of an 
Animal Superstar The story of a 
20-year study of the animals’ 
behaviour. (R) 7.25 Sign Zone: 
Great British Menu (R) 7.55 Sign 
Zone: Great British Menu (R) 8.25 
FILM: Short Circuit (1986) Sci-fi 
comedy adventure, starring Steve 
Guttenberg. ★★★ 10.00 This 
Farming Life (R) 11.00 Money for 
Nothing 12.00 FILM: 84 Charing 
Cross Road (1987) Romantic 
drama, starring Anne Bancroft and 
Anthony Hopkins. ★★★ 1.35 FILM: 
Ladies in Lavender (2004) The 
lives of two elderly spinsters living 
peacefully by the Cornish coast are 
thrown into turmoil by a Polish 
castaway. Period drama, with Judi 
Dench, Maggie Smith and Daniel 
Bruhl. ★★★ 


3.15 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events An Australian town 
plagued by giant bats. (R) 
4.00 Inside the Factory The 

production of baked 
beans. (R) 

5.00 Flog It! The team visits 
Greater Manchester. (R) 

5.30 The Marvellous World 
Tof Roald Dahl The story 

of Roald Dahl’s life, related 
via his own inimitable 
voice. (R) 

6.30 Roald Dahl’s Esio Trot 

Dustin Hoffman and Judi 
Dench star in this 
adaptation of Roald Dahl’s 
story about retired bachelor 
Mr Hoppy, who hits upon a 
cunning plan to romance 
his neighbour Mrs Silver. 

(R) 

8.00 Judi Dench: All the 
World’s Her Stage Billy 
Connolly, Samantha Bond, 
Harvey Weinstein and Ian 
McKellan are amoi _ 
reminiscing about th 
veteran actress in Tnr¥ 
celebration of her 60-year 
career. 

9.00 The Real Marigold on 
Tour: Japan Part two of 
two. Chef Rosemary 
Shrager, actress Miriam 
Margolyes, dancer Wayne 
Sleep and darts champion 
Bobby George investigate 
retirement in Japan. 

10.00 Ql Guests David Baddiel, 
Cariad Lloyd and Ross 
Noble join regular panellist 
Alan Davies and host Sandi 
Toksvig to contemplate the 
theme “nature and 
nurture”. 

10.30 Dara 0 Briain Crowd 
Tickler The comedian 
performs at the 
Hammersmith Apollons 
part of his 2015 tour, 
demonstrating his skill at 
expertly crafted routines, 
cracking one-liners and 
spontaneous gag-making. 

11.30 Stag Atimid schoolteacher 
tags along on his brother- 
in-law’s stag weekend in 
the Scottish Highlands, 
which quickly turns messy. 

(R) 

12.30 Stag (R) 1.30 Stag (R) 2.30 

Sign Zone: Victorian Bakers at 

Christmas (R) 3.30 Sign Zone: 

Wild Tales from the Village (R) 

4.30 This Is BBC Two 




Roxy Shahidi sars as 
Leyla Harding in 
Emmerdale, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Good Morning Britain 8.30 
Lorraine Entertainment and fashion 
news. 9.25 FILM: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore 
(2010) Comedy sequel, starring 
Chris O’Donnell. ★11.00 FILM: 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (1988) 
Comedy, starring Michael Caine 
and Steve Martin. ★★★ 1.05 All 
Star Family Fortunes With Keith 
Duffy and Jennie McAlpine. (R) 1.50 
ITV Lunchtime News; Weather. 
2.00 ITV News Central; Weather. 
2.05 FILM: The Dam Busters 
(1954) An engineer designs an 
ingenious bouncing bomb to 
destroy major dams in Germany’s 
industrial heartland. Fact-based 
Second World War drama, with 
Michael Redgrave and Richard 
Todd, (b/w) ★★★★ 



4.30 Midsomer Murders 

When a dairy worker is 
crushed to death by a giant 
round of cheese at the 
home of the world-famous 
Midsomer Blue, Barnaby 
and Jones are soon on the 
case. (R) 

6.25 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.40 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Kasim 
admits to Leyla that hefeels 
Finn is coming on too 
strong. Pete tries to 
persuade his brother not to 
get too carried away, 
unaware he is planning a 
very grand public gesture. 

7.30 Coronation Street Anna 
has a fall and is knocked 
unconscious while 
babysitting Jack, and Mary 
wonders if she is doing the 
right thing as she prepares 
to leave for South Africa. 

8.00 Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: 
Part 1 (2010) The 
dark lord Voldemort 
rises to ultimate power 
over the magical world, 
so the teenage wizard 
and his friends set out 
on a mission to find the 
magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing 
parts of the evil wizard’s 
soul that hold the key to 
destroying him. The first 
half of the two-part 
conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe, Ralph 
Fiennes, Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint. ★★★ 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

11.04 ITV Central Weather 
11.05 Jaws 2 (1978) A man- 
eating shark menaces 
teenagers adrift off a 
seaside resort, while the 
police chief tries to alert 
the community. Thriller 
sequel, starring Roy 
Scheider and Lorraine 
Gary. ★★★ 

1.10 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 


Gregory Peck stars in 
the horror, The Omen, 
shown at 2.00am 

6.20 FILM: The Parent Trap (1961) 

Disney comedy, starring Hayley 
Mills. ★★★ 8.35 The Simpsons 
Three stories of revenge. (R) 9.05 
The Simpsons (R) 9.35 FILM: A 
League of Their Own (1992) An 
alcoholic former professional player 
reluctantly agrees to coach an all¬ 
female baseball team during the 
Second World War. Comedy drama, 
with Geena Davis, Tom Hanks and 
Madonna. ★★★ 12.05 FILM: 
Cutthroat Island (1995) A tough 
female pirate enlists the help of an 
educated slave in beating her 
double-crossing uncle to buried 
treasure. Adventure, with Geena 
Davis. ★★ 2.30 Roald Dahl’s Most 
Marvellous Book David Walliams 
presents a look at the author’s most 
popular books. (R) 


4.00 The Secret Life of the 
Zoo at Christmas Ten 

brave keepers deal with a 
massive reticulated python 
that is off its food. (R) 

5.00 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

5.30 The Simpsons Wiethe 

voice of Eric Idle. (R) 

6.00 Hollyoaks Jack H 
defeated when his whole 
family decide to go home 
instead of fleeing to Ireland 
and Eva has a plan to make 
it look like Jack has killed 
himself at the Osborne 
house. 

7.00 Noel’s Sell or Swap 
Live Noel Edmonds 
rekindles elements of his 
1970s children’s show 
Multi-Coloured Swap 
Shop, giving guests the 
chance to bid on an 
eclectic mix of items. 

8.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast New 
series. Jimmy Doherty tries 
to attract wild bees to his 
farm, while Jamie OliVer 
cooks up a thaii green 
curry and shows comedian 
John Bishop how to make 
the best lasagne ever. 
9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does 
Countdown New Year 
Special Jon Richardson 
and Richard Osman take 
on Johnny Vegas and Sara 
Pascoe. as Jimmy Carr 
hosts a special edition with 
a Hogmanay theme. David 
O’Doherty helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. 

10.00 Rude Tube: Welcome 
to 2017 Top 100 
countdown celebrating the 
best clips of the year, 
including a zombie 
apocalypse and a boxer 
dog mannequin challenge. 
Hosted by Alex Zane. 

12.05 Tattoo Fixers at Christmas 
1.00 Celebrity First Dates With 
Brad Simpson, Bernie Clifton, 
Keegan Hirst and NatashaHamilton. 
(R) 2.00 FILM: The Omen (1976) 
Horror, starring Gre^ry, ^feck. 
★★★ 3.55 The Windsors 

Christmas Special 4.25 
Countdown (R) 5.05 FILM: 20 
Million Miles to Earth (1957) Sci-fi 
thriller, starring William Hopper, 
(b/w) ★★★ 



Helen and Barlie feature 
in Britain’s Cleverest 
Dog, on at 8.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.25 SpongeBob 
SquarePants Double bill. 
SpongeBob must recover a secret 
ingredient. 10.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2016 Action from 
the third heat of the competition. (R) 
11.00 Penguins Make You Laugh 
Out Loud (R) 12.00 Santa Makes 
You LOL Christmas-themed viral 
videos currently dominating the 
nation’s bandwidth. (R) 1.00 
Christmas Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud Festive-themed videos that 
have taken the internet by storm. (R) 
2.00 FILM: Labyrinth (1986) A 
teenager travels through a magical 
maze to rescue her baby brother 
from a band of goblins and their 
sinister king. Fantasy adventure, 
starring Jennifer Connelly and 
David Bowie. ★★★ 


4.00 Planet of the Apes 
(2001) Sci-fi adventure 
remake, starring Mark 
Wahlberg. ★★★ 

6.15 BattleBots: World 
Championship Molly 
McGrath introduces four 
more three-minute battles 
in the arena, to decide 
which teams will be going 
through to the next round. 
7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Action from the 
fourth heat of the 
competition at Chobe 
National Park in Botswana. 
Britain’s Laurence Shahlaei 
took part, having previously 
retired from the sport due 
to injury; 5 News Update 
8.00 Britain’s Cleverest 
Dog Brainbox pets and 
others animals, from a 
canine Einstein that has 
mastered a shape-sorting 
puzzle to a pet raccoon that 
can ride a bicycle and push 
a toddler’s scooter; 5 News 
Update 

9.00 Flowers in the Attic 
2: Petals on the 
Wind (2014) 

Premiere. A woman 
returns to the site of her 
traumatic childhood, 
planning to take 
revenge on her mother 
by seducing her 
husband. Drama, 
starring Heather 
Graham and Rose 
Mclver. Includes 5 News 
Update at 10.00. ★★★ 
10.45 The Blind Side 
(2009) A couple take in 
a homeless teenager 
and help him fund his 
education and train to 
be an American football 
player. Fact-based 
drama, with Sandra 
Bullock and Quinton 
Aaron. ★★★ 

1.05 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 The Yorkshire Vet at 
Christmas A festive trip to Skeldale 
with vets Julian Norton and Peter 
Wright. (R) 4.00 Eamonn & Ruth: A 
Million Pound Christmas The 
most expensive w^ys in which 
people can enjoy the season of 
goodwill. (R) 4.45 Great Artists (R) 
5.10 House Doctor (R) 5.35 House 
Doctor (R) 













































New Year’s E 




Marion Cotillard guests 
on The Graham Norton 
Show, at 10.35pm 

6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus sports reports, weather 
forecasts and arts and entertain ment 
features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45.10.00 Saturday Kitchen Matt 
Tebbutt hosts a New Year’s special, 
with guests chefs Galton Blackiston 
and Yotam Ottolenghi, and Naga 
Munchetty. 11.30 James Martin: 
Home Comforts With guest Camilla 
Dallerup. (R) 12.00 Football Focus 
Dan Walker looks ahead to the 
fixtures over the New Year weekend. 
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Sport Relief 2016: The Final Score 
Another chance to see the best 
moments from this year’s event. (R) 
2.15 The Great Christmas Bake 
Off Part two of two.ISf^tna, Howard, 
James M and Janet compete. (R) 


Life in Polar Bear Town 
with Gordon Buchanan, 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.30 This Farming Life The farmers 
reflect on what each season means 
to them. (R) 7.30 The NFL Show 
Mark Chapman looks at the major 
stories shaping the NFL. (R) 8.00 
Robot Wars: Battle of the Stars 
Four celebrity teams design their 
dream robots and battle it out in the 
arena. (R) 9.00 Robot Wars: Battle 
of the Stars (R) 10.00 FILM: You 
Again (2010) Comedy, starring 
Kristen Bell. ★★ 11.45 Gordon 
Buchanan: Elephant Family & Me 
(R) 12.45 Gordon Buchanan: 
Elephant Family & Me Part two of 
two. Gordon Buchanan encounters 
African elephants in the wild. (R) 
1.45 FILM: We Dive at Dawn 
(1943): Second World War 
adventure, starring John Mills, (b/w) 
★★★ 


Rochelle Humes presents 
Ninja Warrior UK, 
shown at 7.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.10 Grizzly 
Tales for Gruesome Kids (R) 6.20 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures (R) 
6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 
(R) 6.45 Sooty (R) 6.55 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story (R) 7.00 
Super 4 (R) 7.15 Oddbods (R) 7.20 
Nerds & Monsters (R) 7.35 Horrid 
Henry (R) 7.50 Horrid Henry (R) 
8.00 Looped (R) 8.15 Looped (R) 

8.30 Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 8.55 

Adventure Time (R) 9.10 

Adventure Time (R) 9.25 

Thunderbirds Are Go 9.55 FILM: 
Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) ★★★ 

11.30 FILM: Mannequin (1987) 
★★ 1.15 I TV News and Weather; 
Weather. 1.30 Midsomer Murders 
A man is stabbed to death duri^^ 
ghost-hunting party. (R) 


Alan Carr’s New Year 
Specstacular 2016, 
shown at 9.00pm 

6.35 FILM: Swiss Family Robinson 
(1960) An 18th-century family is 
shipwrecked on an island off the 
coast of Papua New Guinea. Disney 
adventure based on the novel by 
Johann David Wyss, with John Mills 
and James MacArthur. ★★★ 8.55 
The Big Bang Theory (R) 9.20 The 
Big Bang Theory (R) 9.50 FILM: 
Big Miracle (2012) Fact-based 
drama, starring Drew Barrymore. 
★★★ 12.00 FILM: Hachi: A Dog’s 
Tale (2009) Fact-based family 
drama, starring Richard Gere. ★★★ 
1.50 The Simpsons (R) 2.15 The 
Simpsons Santa’s Little Helper is 
enrolled in the Animal Police 
Academy. (R) 2.45 FILM: Muppet 
Treasure Island (1996) Musical 
puppet comedy, with Tim Curry. 
★★★ 


Ch 5 i 



py 

j x5 

% 


A profile of the 
comedian, Ken Dodd - In 
His Own Words, 6.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! Programmes for 
children. 9.15 FILM: Ben-Hur 
(1959) A Jewish prince is betrayed 
by his Roman friend and sold into 
slavery, but returns years later to 
seek revenge. Oscar-winning epic, 
starring Charlton Heston, Stephen 
Boyd, Haya Harareet, Jack 
Hawkins, Hugh Griffith, Martha 
Scott, Finlay Currie, Terence 
Longden, Frank Thring and Claude 
Heater. ★★★★ 1.20 FILM: Wyatt 
Earp (1994) The story of the 
legendary lawman, from his youth 
to his days as deputy marshal of 
Tombstone andlhfe gunfight at the 
OK Corral. Western, starring Kevin 
Costner, Dennis Quaid, Gene 
Hackman, Michael Madsen, 
Isabella Rossellini, Bill Pullman and 
Catherine O’Hara. ★★★ 


3.15 
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4.15 

5.20 


6.20 

7.25 

7.35 

7.45 


8.35 


9.25 


9.35 


Darcey Bussell: 
Looking for Margot (R) 
Final Score 

Top of the Pops New 
Year’s Eve Special 
2016 

Peter Pan Goes Wrong 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Pointless Celebrities 

Rich Hall, Shappi 
Khorsandi, Sian Lloyd, 
Fred MacAulay, Mark King, 
Stuart Maconie, Chemmy 
Alcott and Amy Williams all 
take part in the unorthodox 
general knowledge quiz 
show. (R) 

Casualty Rumours 
spread about Sebastian’s 
accusation against Dylan, 
leading to a public 
confrontation. 

The National Lottery 
Live Sophie Ellis-Bextor 
performs live in the studio, 
as Gaby Roslin introduces 
the all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special 
Grandad’s health causes 
concern, Mrs Brown steps 
in when a fire at the salon 
leaves Rory and Dino with 
nowhere to work, while 
Dermot faces stiff 
competition to ^ihpa 
contract. (R) 

10.05 BBC News; Weather 
10.25The Graham Norton 
Show The host is joined 
by Assassin’s Creed stars 
Michael Fassbender and 
Marion Cotillard, James 
McAvoy, Frank Skinner, 
and Olympic rowers Gary 
and Paul O’Donovan. 

11.25 Robbie Rocks Big Ben 
Live Melvin Odoom 
presents live from Central 
Hall in Westminster, where 
Robbie Williams prepares 
to welcome in the new year 
with a concert, featuring 
some of his most 
memorable hits. 

12.00 New Year’s Eve Fireworks 
12.15 Robbie Rocks Big Ben Live 
12.45 Miranda Hart - My What I 
Call Live Show (R) 1.45 Walliams 
& Friend Christmas Special (R) 

2.25 FILM: Jump (^2) ★★★ 3.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead 3.45 
BBC News 


3.20 The Eagle Has 
Landed (1976) A Nazi 
agent plans to kidnap 
Churchill as the prime 
minister spends the 
weekend in a Norfolk 
village. Wartime 
adventure, starring 
Michael Caine, Donald 
Sutherland and Robert 
Duvall. ★★★ 

5.30 The Olympic Golden 
Ball Highlights from the 
sporting award ceremony 
held at Battersea Park. 
6.00 What Women Want 
(2000) A womanising 
executive gets a new 
insight into life when he 
accidentally gains the 
ability to hear the 
thoughts of the opposite 
sex. Romantic comedy, 
with Mel Gibson and 
Helen Hunt. ★★★ 

8.00 Life in Polar Bear Town 
with Gordon Buchanan 
The wildlife cameraman 
visits the town of Church! 
on the shores of Canada’s 
Hudson Bay, where packs 
of polar bears gather every 
autumn to prepare for their 
winter hunt. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den: Pitches 
to Riches? Richard 
Osman relives some of the 
most intense moments 
from the past two years in 
the Den, and catches up 
with former applicants 
putting their business 
plans into action. 

10.00 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the latest Premier 
League matches, including 
the top-of-the-table clash 
between Liverpool and 
Manchester City at Anfield. 

11.20 Jools’ Annual 
Hootenanny The veteran 
entertainer returns with his 
annual New Years Eve 
extravaganza, with guest 
performances by Chaka 
Khan, Christine & the 
Queens, Roy Wood, 
Rag’n’Bone Man and many 
more. 

1.25 Best of Glastonbury 2016 

Another chance to see some of the 

highlights from this year’s festival. 

(R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two Preview 

of upcoming programmes from 

BBC Two. 


3.30 The Chase Bradley 
Walsh presents as four 
contestants answer 
general knowledge 
questions and work as a 
team to take on quiz expert 
the Chaser and secure a 
cash prize. (R) 

4.30 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

4.45 ITV News and Weather 
5.00 World of Sport 
Wrestling The 

programme returns after 
more than 30 years for a 
one-off special featuring 
some of the UK’s leading 
grapplers, including Grado 
and Viper. Presented by 
Jim Ross and Alex Shane. 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK New 
series. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris 
Kamara return with the 
obstacle-course challenge, 
as more competitors put 
their strength, speed and 
courage to the test. 

8.00 Take Me Out Celebrity 
Special Former 
international rugby player 
Thom Evans, The Xtra 
Factor’s Roman Kemp, and 
5ive’s Ritchie Neville all 
enter Paddy McGuinness’s 
“love lift”, in the hope of 
securing a date. 

9.00 Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: 
Part 2 (2011) The 

young wizard and his 
friends face their final 
battle with the forces of 
the dark lord Voldemort. 
Conclusion of the 
fantasy saga, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe and 
Ralph Fiennes. ★★★★ 

11.30 ITV News and Weather 
and New Year Bongs 
The headlines, followed by 
Big Ben. 

12.15 The Chase Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants answer 
general knowledge questions and 
work as a team to take on ruthless 
quiz genius the Chaser and secure 
a cash prize. (R) 1.10 Tipping Point 
Game show, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, in which contestants 
answer questions to win turns on an 
arcade-style machine in the hope of 
winning up to £10,000. (R) 2.00 
Rebound Sean Fletcher hosts the 
quickfire quiz. (R) 2.50 ITV 
Nightscreen 


4.50 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

5.00 Amazing Spaces Snow 
Special The host embarks 
on a snow-covered design 
odyssey in Western 
Canada. (R) 

6.00 Winnie-the-Pooh: 

Most Famous Beai 
the World Al 

Titchmarsh celebrates 
Winnie-the-Pooh’s 90th 
birthday by visiting the 
locations that inspired 
author AA Milne to dream 
up the Hundred Acre Wood 
and its inhabitants. 

7.00 Britain’s Best Loved 
Sitcoms Black Books and 
Friday Night Dinner star 
Tamsin Greig narrates the 
results of a nationwide, 
intergenerational poll 
seeking to identify the 
nation’s most revered 
sitcom. 

8.00 Peter Cook & Dudley 
Moore: The Missing 
Sketches Rob Brydon 
gives a selection of 
celebrity fans, friends and 
colleagues a chance to see 
a selection of long-lost 
sketches performed by 
Peter Cook and Dudley 
Moore. 

9.00 Alan Carr’s New Year 
Specstacular 2016 The 

chat show host prepares 
for 2017 with help from 
special guests including 
Danny Dyer, Keith Lemon, 
Greg Rutherford, and 
musical performances by 
Professor Green and Teiks. 
11.05 Gogglebox 2016 A look 
back at some of the 
highlights of this year’s 
series, featuring regular 
armchair presenters Leon 
and June, Christopher and 
Stephen, and the Michaels 
family. (R) 

12.35 The Big Fat Quiz of the Year 
2016 Jimmy Carr hosts v th© a@nual 
end-of-year quiz. (R) 2.30 The 
Restoration Man Transforming a 
derelict Shropshire farmhouse into 
a family home. (R) 3.25 Location, 
Location, Location Looking for 
properties in Windsor and 
Maidenhead. (R) 4.20 Countdown 
(R) 5.05 FILM: That Darn Cat 
(1997) Disney comedy remake, 
starring Christina Ricci. ★★ 



4.55 5 News Weekend The 

day’s headlines. 

5.00 Another Audience with 
Ken Dodd The frantic 
funnyman returns. (R) 
6.00 Ken Dodd - In His Own 
Words Profile of the 
comedian, incorporating 
some of his best 
performances alongside 
rare archive interviews and 
contributions from friends, 
colleagues and fellow 
comics. 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 Action from the final 
heat of the competition at 
Chobe National Park in 
Botswana, as reigning 
champion Brian Shaw 
made his bow in this year’s 
contest, hoping to retain 
his title. 

9.00 Football on 5: The 
Championship George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the 
latest fixtures, which 
included Huddersfield 
Town v Blackburn Rovers 
and Brentford v Norwich 
City. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal 
Rush George Riley and 
Lynsey Hipgrave introduce 
all the goals from the latest 
matches in Leagues One 
and Two, including Bolton 
Wanderers v Scunthorpe 
United. 

10.30 Pulp Fiction (1994) 

A series of interlinked 
stories about the Los 
Angeles underworld. 
Quentin Tarantino’s 
crime drama, starring 
John Travolta, Samuel L 
Jackson, Uma Thurman 
and Bruce Willis. Part of 
the Tarantino’s Bloody 
New Year strand. 
★★★★ 

1.20 FILM: Reservoir Dogs (1992) 

Afailed robbery endsinablood bath, 
and as the criminals lie low they try 
to work out whether someone 
betrayed them. Quentin Tarantino’s 
thriller, with Harvey Keitel and Tim 
Roth. Part of the Tarantino’s Bloody 
New Year strand. ★★★★ 3.05 
SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 4.10 Kitten Rescuers 
Following the* work of RSPCA 
inspectors, vets and volunteers. (R) 
5.00 House Doctor (R) 5.50 Roary 
the Racing Car (R)T 


FESTIVE SCENTS 


Source the 
smells! 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH A 
FESTIVAL OF FRAGRANCE. GABRIELLE 
FAGAN SOURCES 12 SEASONAL SCENTS 

Ring the bells, deck the halls and... source the smells! 
Granted, that last one may not be a traditional festive 
saying, but perhaps it should be - because room fra¬ 
grance is now regarded as essential for our homes year- 
round, and Christmas (and the lead up to the holiday) 
surely shouldn’t be left out. 

This year, those characteristic-of-the-season scents 
- the pungent aroma of pine, cinnamon and mulled 
wine - have been joined by some new fragrances on 
the block, including celebratory tipples, sloe gin and 
champagne bellinis. 

Choose from 12 seasonal aromas 
to suit your taste, mood or the 
spirit of the occasion... 

WINTER WARMER 
The White Company’s appropri¬ 
ately-named Winter collection is 
described as “fruity meets spicy, 
as notes of cinnamon, nutmeg 
and star anise blend harmoni¬ 
ously with sweet vanilla and 
sumptuous red-wine accord.” 

Winter Indulgence Candle (four 
wick), £130; Botanical Pillar 
Candle, £26, Home Scenting Set 
(with diffuser, spray, signature candle), £55; Winter 
Tealights (set of 12), £15; Diffuser, £27 (020 3758 9222/ 
thewhitecompany.co.uk). 

WOODLAND WANDER 

The scent of spruce trees is synonymous with the 
season and Voluspa’s Classic Maison Luxury Candle - 
Spruce Cuttings, has sourced its goodness from Royal 
Colorado blue spruce cuttings, £45 (020 3735 9500/ 
voluspa.co.uk). 

BERRY BEAUTIFUL 

Rich, velvety wild berries and grapefruit are ingredi¬ 
ents in a Winter Berry Lidded Filled Candle, £12 (0333 
014 8000/marksandspencer.com). 

HAPPY HEARTH 
Jo Malone has come to the res¬ 
cue of those without chimneys, 
with an Incense & Embers Home 
Candle, £42 full of wood-smoke- 
style aromas (0800 054 2939/ 
jomalone.co.uk). 

MAKE A WISH 
If you’re writing those essential 
notes for Santa or compiling a 
present list, Marks & Spencer’s 
well-named Wish Diffuser, £8, 
with refreshing hints of grape¬ 
fruit and ginger, could help the 
process (0333 014 8000/mark- 


The Danish concept for creating a cosy atmosphere is 
one of the biggest trend’s of the season. Printer & Tay¬ 
lor’s Hygge Scent Diffuser, £35, features a fragrance 
made from super-comforting aromas (01432 265 094/ 
printerandtailor.com). 

TOAST OF CHRISTMAS 

Add to a party atmosphere by scenting the air with the 
spicy aroma of mulled wine, or a more heady liqueur, 
sloe gin. The White Company’s Mulled Wine and Sloe 
Gin home fragrance collections are ideal: Candles, £34 
each; Mini Diffuser, £16; Votive Candle, £12 (020 3758 
9222/thewhitecompany.co.uk). 

PACKAGE HOLIDAY 

Yankee Candle’s mix of fragrances for its Holiday 
Party collection could suit every occasion during the 
countdown and on the day itself: Star Anise & Orange; 
Macaron Treats; All Is Bright and Festive Cocktail, 
large jar candles all £21.99 each (0117 316 1260/yan- 
keecandle. co.uk). 

STRESS SOOTHER 
If you’re bogged down in prepa¬ 
rations and endless shopping, 
evoking the scent of a sun-baked 
exotic paradise could help lift the 
spirits. An Elemis Frangipani 
Glow Candle, £27.50, combines 
the rich perfume of the tropi¬ 
cal bloom with notes of ylang 
ylang, vanilla and coconut to 
help warm and soothe (0117 316 
1888/Elemis.com). 

NOSE FOR NOEL 
Marks & Spencer’s candles spelling out ‘Noel’ are 
decorative as well as sweet-smelling, with an uplifting 
blend of grapefruit and ginger. Noel Mini Letter Scent¬ 
ed Candle Set, £12 (0333 014 8000/marksandspencer. 
com). 

OPENING CEREMONY 

A glass of fizz is a traditional celebratory drink, and 
‘uncorking’ The Oak Room’s Merry Prosecco & A 
Champagne New Year Scented Candle, £19.99, whose 
scent mimics a blackberry bellini, could also raise the 
spirits - no hangover guaranteed (01992 501 040/oak- 
roomshop .co .uk). 

MOOD MAKER 

Warmth, Joy and Peace is probably what most of us 
wish for on Christmas Day - and that’s also the name 
of the fragrance that features in the Lily-Flame Christ¬ 
mas Day Diffuser, £20, John Lewis. (0845 604 9049/ 
johnlewis.com). 
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PERSONAL GIFTS 


Insight into 
family history 

IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A HIGHLY 
PERSONAL GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS, HOW 
ABOUT GIVING SOMEONE A UNIQUE 
INSIGHT INTO THEIR FAMILY HISTORY 
WITH A LIVING DNA ANCESTRY TEST? 

Living DNA is the world’s most detailed ancestry test. 
Have you ever wondered where you really come from? 
From a simple saliva swab, Living DNA can tell you the 
story of your family ancestry in amazing detail, stretching 
back thousands of years. 

Results are displayed on an interactive online plat¬ 
form, breaking down your ‘ancestry family’ to over 80 
worldwide regions - more than 
any other company. It’s also the 
only test of its kind which allows 
you to break down your British 
at a regional level, adding a 
fascinating level of detail to your 
story. 

You can even look back over mul¬ 
tiple generations to see how your 
ancestry has evolved through 
human history, and discover 
when you shared ancestors with 
different people throughout the 
world. 

Living DNA is like viewing your 
family history in high definition. 

And because it’s been developed by some of the world’s 
most respected genetic experts, you can be sure you’re 
getting the most accurate and detailed picture. 

A lifetime membership to Living DNA costs £120, 
including the swab kit, DNA analysis and online 
platform. Test results typically take 8-12 weeks 
before they are available on the interactive website. A 
personalised coffee table book of the results costs an 
additional £39 + P&R 
Available from: www.livingdna.com 


1 


Christmas DNA 


This Christmas, Rascals bring to you the only game 
your family will need over the Christmas period. You’ll 
get stockings full of presents with the brand new The 
Very Merry Christmas Game. 
Suitable for ages eight and above 
and for two-four players or 
teams, The Very Merry Christ¬ 
mas Game brings the whole 
family together to compete for 
the most lavish set of presents 
to fill their stockings. Be warned 
though as the presents can be 
really nice or really naff and 
players may not find out what 
they have been given until the 
end of the game. 

Pull a cracker using the Cracker 
Cards to steal a better present 



Christmas game 


from someone else’s stocking. You can even use real 
crackers if you have them. Land on the Carol Singers 
space and players have to sing their favourite festive 
song to avoid losing one their prezzies! 

Scheme your way to the best presents in the game but 
watch out for the dreaded sprout cards as they could 
have a bad effect on you! 

Available at Debenhams and Amazon for £19.99 

It’s often difficult to find sporty gifts for the man in 
your life but here are a few suggestions. 

EVOLUTION WARM BASELAYER SHIRT £50 

www.odlo.com/uk 

An essential for any outdoors activity, Evolution 
Warm will keep you comfortable even in the coldest of 
conditions. 

Key features: 

Seamless: seamfree integrated functional zones. 
Innovative waist design: seamfree, engineered higher 
waist at the back to ensure per¬ 
fect fit during motion. 

Perfect body climate regulation 
(material keeps you warm + dry) 

Permanent antibacterial finish: 

‘effect by Odlo’ with technical 
and modern design 
Comfortable body fit: ultra 
stretchable material. 

Odlo RAPTOR RUNNING 
SHIRT £40 www.odlo.com/uk 
Train, run, win - if that’s your 
philosophy, run with Raptor. 

The fast-drying (F-Dry) running 
T-shirt with optimal moisture 
management will help you cross the line with ease. 
Cool slogans not only stand out but make you look and 
feel good when burning off the Christmas calories. 
Odlo FAB COCOON SKI JACKET £180 www.odlo. 
com/uk 

Looking to enjoy some skiing this January? Then hav¬ 
ing a good jacket is essential. This sleek and modern, 
highly waterproof and breathable premium 750 Cuin 
down jacket is just that. 

Key features: 

Logic fabric: highly waterproof and breathable 2-layer 
construction with very soft surface for great handfeel 
and comfort, and fluorocarbon-free DWR finish (dura¬ 
ble water repellent). 

Premium down insulation: natural, extremely light¬ 
weight and breathable insulation with best existing 
warmth-to-weight ratio. 750 CUIN fill power from 
sustainably harvested European duck down. 



Raptor shirt 



BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



David Jason stars in the 
comedy, Still Open All 
Hours, on at 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast 8.15 Match of the 
Day (R) 9.40 FILM: The Princess 
and the Frog (2009) ★★★ 11.10 
FILM: The Pirates! In an Adventure 
with Scientists! (2012) ★★★ 
12.35 Revolting Rhymes Part one 
of two. Three animations based on 
poems from Roald Dahl’s children’s 
book. (R) 1.05 Revolting Rhymes 
The second of two animations 
based on Roald Dahl’s children’s 
book. (R) 1.35 BBC News; Weather. 
1.50 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year Message 
The Most Rev Justin Welby reflects 
on the past year. 1.55 Songs of 
Praise Aled Jones visits Henry Vlll’s 
Hampton Court Palace. 2.30 
Countryfile Anita Rani visits 
Malham Cove i^(jfea)£Yorkshire 
Dales. 


3.30 Planet Earth II: A World 
of Wonder A compilation 
of some of the most 
spectacular footage from 
the series. 

5.00 Monsters University 
(2013) Premiere. 
Student creatures Mike 
and Sulley must work 
together to complete 
their course in scaring 
kids. Animated comedy 
prequel, with the voices 
of John Goodman and 
Billy Crystal. ★★★ 

6.35 BBC News 

6.50 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

7.00 EastEnders Ronnie and 
Jack’s wedding day finally 
arrives, but with Roxy 
continuing to cause trouble 
it looks like the happy 
couple’s dream day may 
well end in a nightmare. 
8.00 Still Open All Hours 
Granville buys a batch of 
devices that are supposed 
to create positive emotions. 
A local underworld boss is 
looking for Leroy after his 
girlfriend makes Mrs 
Hussein jealous. 

8.30 Sherlock New series. The 
detective suspects a more 
sinister purpose behind the 
destruction of images of 
Margaret Thatcher, which 
may be connected to Mary 
Watson’s dark past as an 
assassin. 

10.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
New Year Special Bono 
is being bullied at school 
and Mrs Brown’s attempts 
to help her grandson only 
make things worse. 
Cathy’s French boyfriend 
does not make a great first 
impression. 

10.35 BBC News 
10.50Midlands Today; 

Weather 

11.00 Match of the Day 2 Mark 
Chapman reviews the 
day’s Premier League 
action, as Watford hosted 
Tottenham Hotspur at 
Vicarage Road and Arsenal 
played Crystal Palace at 
the Emirates Stadium. 

12.05 Peter Pan Goes Wrong A 

spoof, am-dram production of JM 

Barrie’s classic children’s fantasy. 

(R) 1.05 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 1.10 BBC News 



Deborah Meaden 
features in Dragons’ 
Den, on at 8.00pm 

6.00 Countryfile Ellie Harrison 
marks the centenary of Alf Wight, 
better known as James Herriot. (R) 

6.55 FILM: Camelot (1967) King 
Arthur is happily married to Queen 
Guenevere, but the arrival of Sir 
Lancelot spells trouble for their 
relationship. Musical, starring 
Richard Harris and Vanessa 
Redgrave. ★★★ 9.45 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites Matt Tebbutt 
presents highlights of the series. 
11.15 New Year’s Day Vienna 
Concert 2017 A live concert by the 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. 
12.45 Grand Tours Shorts Paul 
Murton explores Blaven Caves. (R) 

12.55 Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping 
Beauty (R) 2.40 Alan Rickman: 
Talking Pictures A tribute to the 
actor. 


3.10 Prince of Persia: 
The Sands of Time 
(2010) Fantasy 
adventure, starring 
Jake Gyllenhaal. ★★★ 
4.55 Sign Zone: The 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year 
Message (R) 

5.00 Wild Tales from the 
Village Animals that live 
near a remote French 
village. (R) 

6.00 Croft and Perry: The 
Sitcoms (R) 

6.50 Dad’s Army (R) 

7.25 Dad’s Army Mainwaring 
and Wilson decide to 
recruit women into the 
platoon to take care of the 
less demanding tasks, but 
the captain loses his heart 
to an attractive widow. (R) 
8.00 Dragons’ Den The panel 
casts judgment oa^i^ 
bespoke gifting service^} 
ticket comparison website, 
and a new safety 
created by a pai r of welfthy 
entrepreneurs. Presented 
by Evan Davis. 

9.00 Thailand: Earth’s 
Tropical Paradise New 

series. Series exploring the 
wildlife and culture of the 
Southeast Asian nation. 
The first episode examines 
the south of the country 
and the role of spirituality in 
daily life. 

10.00 What We Did on Our 
Holiday (2014) 

Premiere. Three 
children give away all 
the secrets of their 
parents’ troubled 
marriage while visiting 
their grandfather. 
Comedy drama, 
starring Rosamund 
Pike. ★★★ 

11.30 The Real Marigold on 
Tour: Japan Part two of 
two. Chef Rosemary 
Shrager, actress Miriam 
Margolyes, dancer Wayne 
Sleep and darts champion 
Bobby George investigate 
retirement in Japan. (R) 

12.30 Judi Dench: All the World’s 
Her Stage A look back over the 
actress’ 60-year career. (R) 1.30 
FILM: Henry V (1989) ★★★ 3.45 
Sign Zone: Holby City (R) 4.40 
This Is BBC Two 5.50 Bargain 
Hunt (R) 



Following the prince’s 
charity work, Prince 
Harry, on at 10.45pm 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.10 Grizzly 
Tales for Gruesome Kids (R) 6.20 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures (R) 
6.45 Sooty (R) 6.55 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story (R) 7.00 
Super 4 (R) 7.20 Scrambled!: 
Nerds & Monsters (R) 7.35 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry (R) 8.05 
Scrambled!: A Grizzly New Year’s 
Tale: The Crystal Eye (R) 8.30 
Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are 
Go 8.55 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time (R) 9.10 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time (R) 9.25 FILM: 
Carry On Cleo (1964) ★★★ 11.10 
Chopping Block (R) 12.10 ITV 
News and Weather 12.15 All Star 
Family Fortunes (R) 1.00 ITV 
Racing Live 


3.30 Ninja Warrior UK 

Obstacle course challenge 
show, presented by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 
(R) 

4.30 E.T.: The Extra- 
Terrestrial (1982) 

Sci-fi fantasy, with 
Henry Thomas. ★★★★ 

6.40 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Diversity Presents 

Steal the Show 
Members of the public 
compete for the chance to 
perform with the street 
dance troupe. Plus, 
workplace dance-offs and 
music from the Vamps. 
Presented by Ashley 
Banjo. 

8.00 Coronation Street Anna 
is horrified when she 
regains consciousness 
and finds Phelan looming 
over her, while Johnny 
makes an announcement 
that shocks his party 
guests. 

8.30 Morecambe and 
Wise’s Funniest 
Moments A countdown 
of the duo’s 20 greatest 
moments. With 
contributions from David 
Walliams, Glenda Jackson, 
Paddy McGuinness, 
Angela Rippon and Andre 
Previn. 

10.30 ITV News and Weather 

10.45 P rince Harry 

Documentary following the 
prince on his return to the 
southern African country of 
Lesotho to continue the 
work of Sentebale, the 
charity he set up there a 
decade ago. (R) 

11.45 Premiership Rugby 
Union Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman present 
action from the 12th round 
of fixtures, including 
Newcastle Falcons v 
Wasps, Bath v Exeter 
Chiefs, and Leicester 
Tigers v Saracens. 

12.40 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 Chopping 
Block (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
Guests air their differences. (R) 



Documentary, Titanic: 

The New Evidence, 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.40 FILM: The Love Bug (1968) 
★★★ 8.35 The Big Bang Theory 
(R) 9.00 The Big Bang Theory (R) 
9.30 The Big Bang Theory (R) 
10.00 New Year’s Brunch With 
guests KaraTointon, Rick Edwards, 
Will Mellor and Dr Xand van 
Tulleken. 12.55 The Simpsons 
Homer befriends a group of 
holidaying celebrities. (R) 1.25 The 
Simpsons With the voice of rapper 
Ludacris. (R) 1.55 The Simpsons 
Mr Burns replaces the power plant 
employees with robots. (R) 2.20 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Animated adventure, based on 
Michael Rosen’s book of the same 
name. (R) 2.50 Gogglesprogs 
Christmas Special Young TV 
p^ewers appraise the year’s 
television programmes. (R) 



Hafthor Bjornsson, 
World’s Strongest Man 
2016, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.10 Football on 
5: The Championship George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included 
Huddersfield Town v Blackburn 
Rovers and Brentford v Norwich 
City. (R) 9.15 Football on 5: Goal 
Rush The latest matches from 
Leagues One and Two. (R) 9.45 Big 
Bash Cricket Live Perth Scorchers 
v Sydney Thunder. Live coverage of 
the Australian Twenty20 encounter 
at the Western Australia Cricket 
Association Ground. 1.25 FILM: 
101 Dalmatians (1996) An evil 
fashion designer is bent on turning 
a litter of puppies into a magnificent 
fur coat. Disney comedy adventure 
remake, starring Glenn Close and 
Jeff Daniels. ★★★ 


3.50 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

3.55 Mirror Mirror (2012) 

Fantasy, starring Julia 
Roberts. ★★★ 

6.00 Rio 2 (2014) Premiere. 
Parrots Jewel and Blu 
and their three chicks 
leave home to make a 
journey up the Amazon. 
Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voices 
of Jesse Eisenberg and 
Anne Hathaway. ★★★ 
8.00 Titanic: The New 
Evidence Investigative 
journalist and Titanic 
expert Senan Molony 
examines recently 
recovered photographs of 
the doomed ship, which 
provide fresh insight into 
the reasons for its sinking. 
9.00 Mission: Impossible 
- Ghost Protocol 
( 2011 ) Premiere. The 
secret agent team is 
falsely implicated in a 
bombing, and pursues 
the real terrorist around 
the globe. Action 
adventure sequel, 
starring Tom Cruise and 
Jeremy Renner. ★★★ 
11.358 Out of 10 Cats Does 
Countdown New Year 
Special Jon Richardson 
and Richard Osman take 
on Johnny Vegas and Sara 
Pascoe. as Jimmy Carr 
hosts a special edition with 
a Hogmanay theme. David 
O’Doherty helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 
12.35 Rude Tube: Welcome to 
2017 Top 100 countdown 
celebrating the best clips of the 
year, including azombieapocalypse 
and a boxer dog mannequin 
challenge. Hosted byAlexZane. (R) 
2.25 Trigger Happy Christmas 
Special Dorn Joly returns with a 
festive edition of the hidden-camera 
show, featuring new characters 
alongside the “big mobile .pfian’’, 
who now has a smartphone with 
apps and video-calling. (R) 2.55 
Hollyoaks Drama following the 
lives and loves of young people in 
Chester. (R) 5.05 Jamie’s Comfort 
Food Bites Lobster macaroni and 
cheese. (R) 5.15 FILM: King Kong 
(1976) Fantasy adventure remake, 
starring Jeff Bridges and Jessica 
Lange. ★ 


tel 


3.30 Dirty Dancing 
(1987) Romantic 
drama, with Patrick 
Swayze and Jennifer 
Grey. ★★★ 

5.35 The Adele Story A 

profile of the chart-topping, 
Oscar-winning pop singer. 

(R) 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2016 The Grand Final, 
which took place at Chobe 
National Park, Botswana, 
as the 10 competitors who 
made it past the heats went 
head to head for the trophy. 
Last in the series. 

7.55 5 News Weekend 

Round-up of the day’s 
headlines from around the 
world. 

8.00 Legally Blonde 
( 2001 ) A dizzy 
teenager enrols at 
Harvard to try to prove 
to her ex-boyfriend that 
she is not stupid, but 
finds herself out of her 
depth. Comedy, with 
Reese Witherspoon and 
Luke Wilson. ★★★ 

9.45 Whitney Houston: A 
Tragic Love (2015) 
Premiere. Biopic of 
Whitney Houston, 
examining her troubled 
marriage to singer 
Bobby Brown and the 
pressure of fame on 
their relationship. 
Starring Yaya DaCosta 
and Arlen Escarpeta. 
★★★ 

11.30 The Last Hours of 
Whitney Houston Dr 

Richard Shepherd 
investigates the death of 
the singer in February 
2012, with the post-mortem 
revealing the damage 
caused by years of drug 
and alcohol abuse. (R) 

12.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: 
Katherine Ryan v Kayvan Novak 
The two comedians compete. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 4.00 Now That’s Funny! 
Internet-sourced videos with an 
amusing family friendly hook. (R) 

4.50 Divine Designs The 
architecture of Winchester 
Cathedral. (R) 5.15 Divine Designs 
(R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm Otto 
shows off by climbing a tree. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car Hellie is 
accused of cheating. (R) 
















































Cool ways to 
beat winter 


ALTHOUGH we’ve had a veiy 
mild time of it recently, winter is 
sure to bite at some point. 

And when it does, it’s always with 
a sense of relief that we are what we 
are and most of us can turn our backs 
on the cold and return to our central¬ 
ly-heated home. Not so the natural 
history of the Salopian countryside. 

Winter is a time for birds; I needn’t tell 
you that they flourish in our gardens at this 
time of the year. 

That of course is because they can be sure 
of a good feed here. 

But we cannot help much with the bio¬ 
logical make up of our various species of 
finches, tits and thrushes, so how do birds 
themselves deal with the cold tempera¬ 
tures? 

From feathers to fat, birds have multiple 
strategies for keeping warm when the mer¬ 
cury dips. 

Although many of course leave our 
shores, there are huge amounts that stay 
(or visit from colder climes). 

These resident winter birds have a bet¬ 
ter chance of maintaining their territory 
year-round, and they avoid the hazards of 
migration. 

But in exchange they have to endure the 
cold. 

Like us, birds are warm blooded, which 
means their bodies maintain a constant 
temperature, often around 106 degrees 
fahrenheit. 

To make enough heat, and maintain it, 
they’ve evolved many different strategies, 
some similar to our own. 

Sparrows, for example, seek out shelter 
in dense foliage or cavities to avoid the el¬ 
ements. 

They also huddle, bunching together to 


ON THE 
WILDSIDE 


with Ben Waddams 



share warmth, and try to minimize their 
total surface area by tucking in their head 
and feet and sticking up their feathers. 

As previously mentioned, now is a great 
time to get your bird-boxes up. 

Not only are some species pairing off to 
explore possible nest sites come spring, but 
they also use them to escape the worst of 
the weather, together. 

Birds can also put on fat as both an insu¬ 
lator and energy source. 

More than 10 per cent of winter body 
weight may be fat in certain species, includ¬ 
ing tits and finches, yet unlike some of us 
(!), they can’t afford to lounge about all day 
and cannot put on too much extra. 

As a result, some birds spend the vast 
majority of their daylight hours seeking out 
fatty food sources, making feeder food even 
more precious for surviving a frosty night. 

But although the small, fragile birds are 
a marvel at this time of the year, some of 
the most impressive weather-beaters are 
the water birds. 

How on earth does a bird, warmed by its 
blood just like us, survive stood on ice or 
trying desperately to find food in partially 
frozen water? 

It’s all about heat exchange, and the 
smaller the temperature difference between 
two objects, the more slowly heat will be ex¬ 
changed. 

Ducks, geese and herons, as well as many 
other birds, have a counter-current heat 
exchange system between the arteries and 
veins in their legs. Warm arterial blood 
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flowing to the feet passes close to cold ve¬ 
nous blood returning from the feet. 

The arterial blood warms up the venous 
blood, dropping in temperature as it does 
so. This means that the blood that flows 
through the feet is relatively cool. This 
keeps the feet supplied with just enough 
blood to provide tissues with food and 


oxygen, and just warm enough to avoid 
frostbite. But by limiting the temperature 
difference between the feet and the ice, heat 
loss is greatly reduced. Natural selection’s a 
clever thing. 

Ben’s last show in Shrewsbury’s Square 
will be at at the Chronicle Christmas mar¬ 
ket this Saturday from 9am to 6pm. 


Police officers in 29 
region to start 
using bodycams 

POLICE officers in Shropshire will be wearing body camer¬ 
as on the beat next year thanks to a £1 million investment 
in the technology, it has been revealed. 

Firearms officers and those carrying tasers will be the 
first to receive the new cameras before they are eventually 
rolled out across the rest of the West Mercia force. 

It comes after research in a new study claimed the body 
cameras can drastically reduce the number of complaints 
against officers. 

Demands were also made for the routine use of the bod¬ 
ycams for police following the death of former footballer 
Dalian Atkinson, 48, who was shot by police using tasers 
in Telford in August. 

West Mercia’s police and crime commissioner John Cam¬ 
pion vowed in September that officers would be equipped 
with cameras. 

And, having campaigned for it since his election earlier 
this year, Mr Campion has now signed off a business case 
worth £lm that will see the cameras introduced in 2017. 

He said the technology had been shown to have a signifi¬ 
cant impact in other forces by reducing complaints against 
police officers, helping to prevent crimes occurring and pro¬ 
viding clear evidence of incidents when required. 

“I promised our communities I would reform and mod¬ 
ernise their police service to ensure better efficiency, effec¬ 
tiveness and value for money,” Mr Campion said. 

“This investment demonstrates how I am delivering on 
that promise. 

“By making sure our police have the tools they need to do 
their difficult jobs to the best of their abilities, it will make 
much better use of their time and resources all round. 

“This technology is also about reassuring our communi¬ 
ties and giving them confidence. 

“The cameras provide clarity and evidence about what 
has happened at incidents involving the police, which I 
know will also be beneficial for officers. 

“I have seen first hand the benefits these cameras have 
and have led the push for their introduction. 

“I am pleased to have reached this milestone and will 
continue to hold the Chief Constable to account to ensure 
the cameras are introduced on time, on budget and then 
used appropriately across the force.” 

The £lm is a joint investment for the West Mercia and 
Warwickshire forces. The costs are weighted 69 per cent to 
31 per cent towards West Mercia. 

A leading study from Cambridge University found a 93 
per cent drop in complaints when the cameras were intro¬ 
duced. 
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^Saturday's television 



Michael McIntyre’s Big Show 

8.55pm 

Jack Whitehall joins Michael on stage at 
London’s Theatre Royal on Drury Lane, 
along with Sting, who performs some of 
his classic hits, and music from his new 
album 57th & 9th. Plus, Ricky Gervais’s 
insufferable middle-manager-turned- 
musician David Brent makes a special 
appearance. 



Operation Snow Tiger 

6.55pm 

Part two of two. After returning to the far 
east of Russia, cameraman Max Hug 
Williams follows a tiger to see if she has 
new offspring, while Liz Bonnin 
searches for another female that has 
gone missing. The scientists also 
rescue an orphaned cub, but has it 
been found in time? 


I 




The Lord of the Rings: The 
Fellowship of the Ring 

4.15pm 

A hobbit is plunged into a battle against 
the forces of darkness when his uncle 
bequeaths him a magical ring. He joins 
a fellowship of heroes to embark on a 
perilous quest to destroy the ring. The 
first part of Peter Jackson’s epic fantasy 
trilogy, starring Elijah Wood. 



Channel 4 Racing 

1.30pm 

Rishi Persad presents live coverage of 
six races. From Ascot, races start at 
1.50, 2.25, 3.00 and 3.35. From 
Haydock Park at 2.05 and 2.40. 
Commentary and analysis by Richard 
Hoiles, Jim McGrath, Graham 
Cunningham and Tanya Stevenson, 
and reports from Alice Plunkett. 



Football on 5: The 
Championship 

9pm 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the weekend’s 
games in the Championship, including 
Burton Albion v Newcastle United at the 
Pirelli Stadium and Birmingham City v 
Brighton & Hove Albion at the AMEX 
Stadium. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. Angela Hartnett 
presents the cookery show, joined by 
chefs Francesco Mazzei and Jordan 
Bourke and actor Simon Callow, who 
faces his food heaven or hell. 

11.30 James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. With special guest French 
chef Michel Roux Sr. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. Dan Walker presents a 
look ahead to this weekend’s Premier 
League fixtures, including Manchester 
City v Arsenal. Plus, news from Crystal 
Palace v Chelsea in the lunchtime kick¬ 
off. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Sports Personality 2016: The 
Contenders. Gabby Logan presents a 
special programme looking at the 
nominees for this year’s award, 
featuring interviews with some of those 
on the shortlist. (R) 

2.15 Bargain Hunt. Mark Stacey and 
Catherine Southon offer their expertise 
to the two teams as they find items to 
sell at auction in Newark, and Tim 
Wonnacott visits Stoneleigh Abbey in 
Warwickshire. 

3.15 Escape to the Country. Two sisters 
search for a property in Devon. (R) 

4.00 Final Score. Jason Mohammad 

presents a round-up of this afternoon’s 
results from the Premier League, 
Football League and Scotland. 

5.30 BBC News. 

5.40 Midlands Today; Weather. 

5.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman present 
a Sports Personality of the Year special 
of the general knowledge quiz, with 
Jayne Torvill, Paula Radcliffe and Greg 
Rusedski. 

6.40 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly and 
Claudia Winkleman host the live grand 
final, which sees the couples perform 
three routines each. Plus, music by 
Emeli Sande. Last in the series. 

8.55 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. Jack 
Whitehall, Sting and Ricky Gervais - in 
the guise of David Brent - take to the 
stage. Plus, Jamie Oliver takes part in 
Sent To All, and Michael surprises two 
Unexpected Stars. 

9.55 BBC News; Weather. 

10.15 The National Lottery Live. Gaby Roslin 
presents as the all-important winning 
Lotto and Thunderball numbers are 
revealed, with pop star Oily Murs 
pushing the buttons and performing an 
exclusive new track. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 

presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Crystal 
Palace v Chelsea and West Bromwich 
Albion v Manchester United; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.45 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman looks 
at the major stories shaping the NFL 
world, joined by former Super Bowl 
winners Osi Umenyiora and Jason Bell. 

12.15 FILM: Old School (2003). Comedy, 
with Luke Wilson, Will Ferrell and Vince 
Vaughn. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.50 BBC News. 



6.50 FILM: Holiday Affair (1949). Romantic 
comedy, starring Janet Leigh and 
Robert Mitchum. 

8.15 FILM: The Bishop’s Wife (1947). 

Fantasy, starring Cary Grant. 

10.00 This Farming Life. Documentary 
following life on five farms around 
Scotland. (R) 

11.00 This Farming Life. Martin and Mel 

introduce their newly purchased rams 
to their flock of ewes. (R) 

12.00 Wild Japan. The wildlife of the east 
Asian country, beginning on the island 
of Honshu. (R) 

I. 00 Wild Japan. The wildlife of Ryukyu 

Islands in south-west Japan. (R) 

2.00 Wild Japan. Life on the island of 
Hokkaido. Last in the series. (R) 

3.00 FILM: The Odd Life of Timothy Green 
(2012). Fantasy, starring Jennifer 
Garner. 

4.35 FILM: Nativity 2: Danger in the 
Manger! (2012). Comedy sequel, 
starring David Tennant. 

6.25 Dad’s Army. First-ever episode of the 
classic comedy, in which bank manager 
George Mainwaring assembles a 
motley crew of volunteers to protect 
Britain from Nazi invasion. Arthur Lowe 
stars. (R) 

6.55 Operation Snow Tiger. Part two of two. 
Cameraman Max Hug Williams follows 
a tiger to see if she has new cubs, while 
Liz Bonnin searches for another female 
that has gone missing. (R) 

7.55 Walt Disney - Part Two. Documentary 
exploring the life, career and legacy of 
Walt Disney, presenting a portrait of the 
animator as an ambitious entrepreneur 
whose masterpieces defined an 
industry. 

8.55 FILM: A Christmas Carol (2009). A 

Victorian miser is visited by a series of 
ghosts on Christmas Eve who try to 
make him change his ways. Motion- 
capture animated fantasy, starring Jim 
Carrey and Gary Oldman. 

10.25 Ql XL. Sandi Toksvig quizzes guests 
Miles Jupp, Deirdre O’Kane and Phill 
Jupitus and regular panelist Alan 
Davies on a series of subjects involving 
non sequiturs in this extended episode. 

II. 10 Porridge. Fletch discovers fellow 

inmates at Slade Prison are planning an 
escape over Christmas, and is 
convinced it is doomed. Festive edition 
of the comedy from 1975, with Ronnie 
Barker. (R) 

11.50 The Making of Young Men. 

Documentary going behind the scenes 
of BalletBoyz’ first feature film, a 
re-working of the company’s hugely 
successful stage production of the 
same name that premiered in 2015. 

12.20 Balletboyz - Young Men. Feature- 
length dance film without dialogue shot 
on location in northern France. (R) 

1.20 FILM: Chances Are (1989). A man 
reincarnated without memories of the 
past starts to recall his former life when 
he unwittingly meets his daughter. 
Romantic comedy, with Cybill Shepherd 
and Robert Downey Jr. 

3.05 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC2. 



6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 

6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 

6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 6.35 
Signed Stories: Share a Story 6.40 
Thunderbirds Are Go 7.00 Super 4 
7.15 Oddbods 7.20 Oddbods 

7.25 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. 

Animated comedy. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. Cartoon 
about a mischievous youngster. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 
Monsters and ghouls get in the way of 
the Scooby gang’s adventures as they 
travel and spend time together in the 
summer. 

9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. Fun for 
children. (R) 

9.25 I TV News. 

9.30 FILM: Carry On Follow That Camel 
(1967). A disgraced English gentleman 
joins the Foreign Legion to restore his 
honour and proves himself an unlikely 
hero. Comedy, starring Phil Silvers, Jim 
Dale and Kenneth Williams. 

11.20 Judge Rinder. Cameras follow criminal 
barrister Robert Rinder as he takes on 
real-life cases in a studio courtroom. (R) 

12.25 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

12.35 This Time Next Year. Davina McCall 
meets a couple hoping for a child with 
the help of a surrogate, a lovelorn 
policewoman and a woman who wants 
to lose enough weight so she can go on 
holiday. (R) 

1.35 FILM: Mr Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium (2007). The dying owner of 
a magical toy shop plans to leave the 
business to his assistant, but the store 
itself is not happy. Fantasy comedy, 
with Dustin Hoffman and Natalie 
Portman. 

3.20 Thunderbirds Are Go. A hot-air balloon 
crashes at the summit of a mountain. 

3.45 ITV News Central; Weather. 

4.00 ITV News and Weather. 

4.15 FILM: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Fellowship of the Ring (2001). An 
unassuming hobbit must destroy a 
magical ring before it falls into evil 
hands. The first part of the fantasy 
trilogy, starring Elijah Wood, Viggo 
Mortensen and Ian McKellen. 

7.30 FILM: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (2012). Unassuming hobbit 
Bilbo Baggins is recruited to join a band 
of dwarves on a quest to reclaim their 
lost homeland. Fantasy adventure, with 
Martin Freeman and Ian McKellen. 

10.40 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.55 FILM: Private Benjamin (1980). A 
society widow enlists in the army in the 
hope of finding a new direction, but 
comes into conflict with her tough 
commanding officer. Comedy, with 
Goldie Hawn and Armand Assante. 

12.55 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 


Channel 4 


6.10 Three Peaks Yacht Race. Action from 
the adventure race. 

7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra’s 
constant lateness angers Ray. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
wants to buy an expensive dress for 
Ally. (R) 

8.00 Frasier. The psychiatrist realises his 
true feelings for Kate. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. The psychiatrist announces on 
air he is looking for companionship. (R) 

9.00 The Morning Line. Racing preview from 
Ascot. 

10.00 The Big Bang Theory. Penny struggles 
with Leonard’s confession. (R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. Leonard meets 
up with the woman he kissed. (R) 

10.50 The Simpsons. Homer challenges 
Marge to a cooking competition. (R) 

11.15 The Simpsons. Homer choreographs 
the Super Bowl half-time show. (R) 

11.45 FILM: The Dog Who Saved the 
Holidays (2012). Premiere. Comedy 
sequel, starring Shelley Long. 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Ascot and Haydock Park. 

4.05 The Simpsons. Three festive shorts 
with the animated family. (R) 

4.35 The Simpsons. The children are 
trapped in school. (R) 

5.05 Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas. 

Festive spin-off of the animated films, 
with the voice of John Leguizamo. (R) 

5.40 FILM: Arthur Christmas (2011). 
Animated comedy, with the voice of 
James McAvoy. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Tree of the Year with Ardal O’Hanlon. 
The actor visits some of the UK’s most 
remarkable trees, before revealing the 
winners of the Woodland Trust’s 
prestigious Tree of the Year awards 
from the 28-strong shortlist. 

9.00 It Was Alright in the 1970s. Matt Lucas 
narrates this look at the programmes 
that flirted with danger during the 
decade, including Blue Peter, which 
carried on filming as a fire broke out live 
on air. 

10.00 FILM: Escape Plan (2013). A security 
expert is incarcerated after being duped 
and tries to break out with the help of a 
fellow convict. Thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

12.15 FILM: The Guest (2014). A couple 
invite an old friend of their dead son to 
stay with them, but begin to wonder if 
he is what he appears to be. Thriller, 
starring Dan Stevens. 

2.00 Bear’s Wild Weekend with Jonathan 
Ross. Survival expert Bear Grylls takes 
the chat-show host to little-known La 
Palma in the Canaries, where they trek 
through dense jungle and walk down 
an active volcano. (R) 

2.50 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are 
joined by Miranda Hart for a comic 
review of the significant moments of the 
past seven days. (R) 

3.45 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Nick confronts 
Tegan about some missing drugs from 
the hospital and catches her deleting 
CCTV footage of herself in the medicine 
storeroom. (R) 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey 6.05 
Milkshake! Bop Box 6.10 Peppa Pig 

6.15 Angelina Ballerina 6.25 Bob the 
Builder 6.40 Wanda and the Alien 6.50 
Zack and Quack 7.00 Seaside Antics 
7.05 Fireman Sam 7.20 Pip Ahoy! 

7.30 Little Princess 7.45 Paw Patrol 
8.05 Blaze and the Monster Machines 

8.35 Noddy in Toyland 8.50 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom 9.00 Shimmer 
and Shine 9.25 Peppa Pig 9.35 Peppa 
Pig 9.45 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom 10.05 Jelly Jamm 

10.15 The Gadget Show. Ortis and Jon 
showcase the year’s best Christmas 
buys. (R) 

11.15 FILM: A Cinderella Christmas (2016). 

Romantic comedy, starring Emma 
Rigby and Peter Porte. 

I. 05 FILM: Christmas Cookies (2016). 

Premiere. Romantic drama, starring Jill 
Wagner and Wes Brown. 

2.50 FI LM: Love Always, Santa (2016). 
Premiere. Festive romance, starring 
Marguerite Moreau. 

4.35 FILM: Christmas Under Wraps (2014). 

Premiere. Drama, starring Candace 
Cameron Bure. 

6.25 FILM: Space Cowboys (2000). An 

ageing former test pilot is called on to 
stop a malfunctioning Soviet satellite 
from crashing to Earth. Adventure, 
directed by and starring Clint Eastwood. 
With Tommy Lee Jones. Includes 5 
News at 7.25pm. Edited for language. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the weekend’s 
games in the Championship, including 
Burton Albion v Newcastle United. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George Riley 
and Lynsey Hipgrave introduce all the 
goals from the weekend’s games in the 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Scunthorpe United v Millwall. 

10.30 The Funny Thing About Christmas. A 
selection of comedians and celebrities, 
including Anthea Turner, Vanessa Feltz, 
Carl Fogarty and Kerry Godliman, 
discuss everything they love and loathe 
about the festive season. 

II. 30 Greatest Ever Christmas Songs. A 

celebratory compilation of some of the 
biggest festive songs over the last 50 
years, featuring a wide variety of artists 
including the Pogues, Johnny Mathis 
and the Darkness. 

1.25 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 Person of Interest. Finch and Reese 
are given the number of a government 
contractor. (R) 

4.00 Person of Interest. Reese, Shaw and 
Finch are too late for their latest 
number. (R) 

4.50 House Doctor. Revamping a detached 
house in Sandhurst, Berkshire. (R) 

5.15 House Doctor. Home improvement 
highlights from the series. (R) 

5.40 Angels of Jarm. Aaron draws a star 
with six points. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car. Big Chris tries to 
get rid of his junk at a car-boot sale. (R) 
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Countryfile 

5.40pm 

Matt Baker presents a Christmas 
special from Bamburgh Castle, where 
he is busy working on preparations for 
the festive season. Ellie Harrison, Anita 
Rani, John Craven, Adam Henson and 
Tom Heap report on rural stories 
connected to some of the nation’s 
favourite Christmas carols. 



Full Steam Ahead 

4.35pm 

Historians Ruth Goodman, Alex 
Langlands and Peter Ginn relive 
the golden age of steam. They 
begin by exploring how the introduction 
of steam railways in the early 19th 
century created a domestic revolution, 
from the way people lived to the food 
they ate. 


All Star Mr & Mrs Christmas 
Special 

7pm 

Festive edition of the celebrity game 
show with Phillip Schofield, in which 
Dominic Brunt (Emmerdale’s Paddy Kirk) 
and his wife Jo, boxer Lennox Lewis and 
his wife violet and T’Pau singer Carol 
Decker and her husband Richard reveal 
how well they know each other. 



9pm 

In the aftermath of the silo tragedy, 
Hester seeks revenge on Leo, while 
Karen decides she and Sam have no 
future, and decides to take matters into 
her own hands. Niska plans to return to 
Berlin with Astrid, but struggles with the 
idea of abandoning her family, and Joe 
makes a shocking confession to Laura. 



Michael Buble at Christmas 

8pm 

The Canadian crooner’s fifth festive 
special sees him take to the stage of 
the Orpheus Theatre in Los Angeles, 
with guest appearances by Celine Dion, 
Sharon Jones and the Dap-Kings, and 
Tori Kelly. The music features classics 
such as White Christmas and Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas. 


BBC1 T BBC2 W ITV l^hannel 4 I^Channel 5 


6.00 Breakfast. 

7.40 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Crystal 
Palace v Chelsea and West Bromwich 
Albion v Manchester United. (R) 

9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

10.00 Fern Britton Meets Rebecca Ferguson. 
The X Factor singer discusses how her 
Christian faith helped her to cope with 
the pressures of overnight fame, and 
reveals how she was a victim of fraud. 
Last in the series. 

11.00 Sunday Politics West Midlands. The 

week’s events at Westminster, 
presented by Andrew Neil. Including a 
regional round-up. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Flog It! Antique selling in Barnsley. (R) 

2.10 Elizabeth at 90 - A Family Tribute. A 

celebration of the Queen’s birthday 
using her own collection of home 
movies to build a picture of her life, with 
insights and memories from various 
members of the royal family. (R) 

3.40 Planet Earth II. Footage of wild animals 
that live in cities, including leopards in 
Mumbai, peregrine falcons in New York, 
hyenas in Harar and langurs in Jodhpur. 
Last in the series. (R) 

4.40 Dunster by Candlelight. David Grant 
takes part in a candlelit procession in 
Somerset. 

5.15 BBC News. 

5.30 Midlands Today; Weather. 

5.40 Countryfile. Christmas special from 
Bamburgh Castle on the 
Northumberland Coast, featuring 
reports on rural stories connected to 
some of the nation’s favourite 
Christmas carols. Including weather for 
the week ahead. 

6.40 Sports Personality of the Year 2016. 

Gary Lineker, Clare Balding and Gabby 
Logan present this year’s ceremony live 
from the Genting Arena in Birmingham. 

9.00 The Apprentice. Former contenders 
help the final two launch their 
businesses in a task to determine the 
winner, before Alan Sugar decides who 
he wants as his partner. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 The Apprentice: You’re Hired. Rhod 
Gilbert is joined by the winner, the 
runner-up and Lord Sugar himself, as 
the business tycoon reveals the 
reasons behind his final decision. Last 
in the series. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

11.30 Walliams & Friend. Meera Syal 
becomes David Walliams’ latest 
“friend”, joining forces with him in a 
variety of sketches. A number of 
celebrities also make fleeting 
appearances. (R) 

12.00 Have I Got a Bit More News for You. 

Gary Lineker hosts an extended edition 
of the satirical quiz with MP Nicky 
Morgan and comedian Jon Richardson 
joining team captains Ian Hislop and 
Paul Merton. 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 


6.20 A to Z of TV Gardening. Carol Kirkwood 
looks at subjects beginning with the 
letter T. (R) 

7.05 Big Dreams Small Spaces. Monty Don 
helps create two family friendly 
gardens. (R) 

8.05 Countryfile. The team explores the 
various landscapes of Aberdeenshire. 

(R) 

9.00 Super Powered Owls: Natural World. 

An investigation into owls’ heightened 
abilities. (R) 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. Matt 
Tebbutt selects some highlights from 
throughout the series, offering viewers a 
chance to revisit some of their favourite 
moments from previous years in the 
kitchen. 

11.30 A to Z of Christmas Cooking. Festive 
recipes, including a Christmas cake by 
Fanny Cradock. (R) 

12.15 MOTD2 Extra. Mark Chapman presents 
football discussion. 

1.00 Tom Kerridge Cooks Christmas. (R) 

1.30 Equestrian: Olympia 2016. Lee 

McKenzie presents action from the 
prestigious event, which was staged 
over seven days at the Olympia Grand 
Hall in London, and featured the latest 
round of the FEI World Cup. 

4.35 Full Steam Ahead. Reliving the golden 
age of steam railways. (R) 

5.35 FILM: The Terminal (2004). An Eastern 
European en route to America is 
stranded after a coup in his homeland, 
but makes a life for himself in JFK 
Airport. Comedy, starring Tom Hanks 
and Catherine Zeta-Jones. 

7.40 Victoria Wood as Seen on TV Special. 
Comedy sketches written by and 
starring Victoria Wood. (R) 

8.20 Best of British: Victoria Wood. The 
comedian and writer looks back on her 
career, discussing her childhood in 
Lancashire and her life as a performer. 
With contributions from collaborators 
and famous fans. (R) 

9.00 Victoria Wood’s Midlife Christmas. A 

festive special from 2009 that attempts 
to cram a night’s Christmas viewing into 
an hour. Highlights include the Midlife 
Olympics, and costume drama Lark 
Pies to Cranchesterford. (R) 

10.00 Victoria Wood: At it Again. A filmed 
performance at the Royal Albert Hall, 
taken from the comedian’s 2001 UK 
tour. 

11.30 FILM: Last Chance Harvey (2008). A 

miserable New Yorker falls for an 
equally unfulfilled woman he meets 
while in London to attend his daughter’s 
wedding. Romantic drama, starring 
Dustin Hoffman and Emma Thompson. 

12.55 Sign Zone: Countryfile. The team 

explores Aberdeenshire, where Helen 
Skelton visits an open-air aquarium and 
a village with no cars while Joe Crowley 
finds out about the area’s wildcat 
population. (R) 

1.50 Sign Zone: Holby City. Essie’s feelings 
towards Parker lead her to make a 
questionable decision in her work, and 
Ollie is forced to decide how he really 
feels about Zosia. (R) 

2.50 This Is BBC2. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 
6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 

6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 6.45 
Sooty 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a 
Story 7.00 Super 4 7.15 Oddbods 

7.20 Oddbods 

7.25 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. 
Animated comedy. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. Cartoon 
about a mischievous youngster. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
Feisty frolics. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. A 

hot-air balloon crashes at the summit of 
a mountain. 

9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. Fun for 

children. (R) 

9.25 FILM: All Stars (2013). Comedy, 
starring Theo Stevenson. 

11.20 Let’s Do Christmas with Gino & Mel. 
With singer Ashley Roberts. (R) 

12.15 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

12.20 Off Their Rockers. Joey Essex is the 
victim of a prank. (R) 

1 2.50 FILM: The Incredible Hulk (2008). A 

scientist who changes into a monster 
when angry is hunted by a general who 
wants to use the creature as a weapon. 
Comic-book adventure, starring Edward 
Norton and Liv Tyler. 

2.55 FILM: National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation (1989). Comedy, starring 
Chevy Chase. 

4.45 FILM: Santa Claus: The Movie (1985). 

Family fantasy adventure, starring 
Dudley Moore. 

6.40 ITV News Central; Weather. 

6.50 ITV News and Weather. 

7.00 All Star Mr & Mrs Christmas Special. 

Festive edition of the celebrity game 
show with Phillip Schofield, in which 
Dominic Brunt, Carol Decker and 
Lennox Lewis and their partners reveal 
how well they know each other. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. Christmas special 
of the detective drama. A man is 
murdered during the reopening of a 
village that has stood abandoned since 
the Second World War. Hugh Dennis 
guest stars. 

10.00 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.20 FILM: Hot Fuzz (2007). A zealous 
policeman is relocated to a sleepy 
country village, where a series of grisly 
so-called accidents arouses his 
suspicions. Action comedy, starring 
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost. 

12.35 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Action from Brands 
Hatch, featuring the final round of the 
F4 British Championship, in which three 
drivers were in contention for the title. 
Commentary by Richard John Neil. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The host 
invites guests to air their differences 
over family and relationship issues. (R) 


6.20 Everybody Loves Raymond. Robert 
contemplates leaving the police force. 
(R) 

6.45 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray hurts 
Debra’s feelings. (R) 

7.10 Frasier. Joe spends the night with 
Daphne. (R) 

7.40 Frasier. Niles takes Daphne to a society 
ball. (R) 

8.05 The Big Bang Theory. The guys’ skills 
are tested by a flat tyre during 
Leonard’s bachelor party weekend. (R) 

8.35 The Big Bang Theory. Sheldon 

remembers back to the days before he 
met Leonard. (R) 

9.00 The Big Bang Theory. The boys take 
up fencing. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. With Craig David, 
Alexander Armstrong, Michael 
Parkinson and Nicola Adams. 

12.30 Lewis vs Nico: FI 201 6 . A look back at 
the 2016 season. 

2.05 FILM: Inkheart (2008). Fantasy 

adventure, starring Brendan Fraser. 

4.10 The Snowman. Animated adventure, 
based on Raymond Briggs’ festive tale. 

(R) 

4.45 Channel 4 News. 

5.10 FILM: Cars (2006). Pixar animated 
adventure, with the voices of Owen 
Wilson and Paul Newman. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather. Footage of 
unusual weather conditions recorded in 
Britain during 2016, including floods, 
super-storms, tornadoes and lightning 
strikes, and examining the reasons for 
them. 

9.00 Humans. In the aftermath of the silo 
tragedy, Hester seeks revenge on Leo, 
while Karen decides she and Sam have 
no future and decides to take matters 
into her own hands. Last in the series. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the households’ 
instant reactions to what they are 
watching on TV from the comfort of their 
own sofas. (R) 

11.05 FILM: About a Boy (2002). A 

womaniser who poses as a father to 
meet single women changes his ways 
after befriending a lonely youngster. 
Romantic comedy, with Hugh Grant, 
Toni Collette and Nicholas Hoult. 

12.55 FILM: Before I Go to Sleep (2014). A 
woman who cannot retain her 
memories tries to piece together her 
past, and fears her husband is hiding 
something from her. Thriller, starring 
Nicole Kidman and Colin Firth. 

2.25 60 Days in Jail. Jeff pursues a 

friendship with a duplicitous inmate and 
ends up in a dangerous situation. Zac 
receives a visit from his wife and Tami’s 
feud with Barbra continues. (R) 

3.20 Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer meet 
the Charles family, who are split as to 
whether they should sell their house, 
which has a loft that does not meet 
building regulations. (R) 

4.15 Location, Location, Location. Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer help couples 
in Hertfordshire and north London. (R) 

5.10 Supershoppers. Claims of huge 
reductions by high-street discount 
stores. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey 6.05 
Milkshake! Bop Box 6.10 Peppa Pig 
6.15 Angelina Ballerina 6.25 Bob the 
Builder 6.40 Wanda and the Alien 6.50 
Zack and Quack 7.00 Seaside Antics 
7.05 Fireman Sam 7.15 Pip Ahoy! 

7.30 Little Princess 7.40 Paw Patrol 
8.00 Blaze and the Monster Machines 
8.25 Noddy in Toyland 8.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom 9.00 Shimmer 
and Shine 9.25 Peppa Pig 9.35 Peppa 
Pig 9.45 Jelly Jamm 

10.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the weekend’s games 
in the Championship. (R) 

11.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Goals from 
the weekend’s games in the Leagues 
One and Two. (R) 

11.30 The Gadget Show. Tips on saving 
money on the latest technical 
equipment. (R) 

12.30 FILM: A Perfect Christmas List (2014). 

Drama, starring Ellen Hollman. 

2.15 FILM: Lost Letter Mysteries for 
Christmas (2014). Festive comedy, 
starring Eric Mabius. 

4.00 FILM: The Christmas Miracle of 
Jonathan Toomey (2007). Family 
drama, starring Tom Berenger. 

5.45 FILM: Scrooge (1970). Musical fantasy, 
starring Albert Finney. 

8.00 Michael Buble at Christmas. The 
crooner’s fifth Christmas special sees 
him take to the stage in Los Angeles, 
with guest appearances by Celine Dion, 
Sharon Jones and the Dap-Kings, and 
Tori Kelly. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 FILM: Hercules (2014). Premiere. The 
legendary hero leads a band of 
mercenaries in a battle to restore a 
deposed king to his throne. 

Mythological adventure, starring 
Dwayne Johnson and Ian McShane. 
Includes 5 News at 10pm. 

10.55 FILM: Snitch (2013). A man volunteers 
to become an undercover informant in a 
drug trafficking operation to save his 
son from prison. Crime thriller, starring 
Dwayne Johnson and Susan Sarandon. 

1.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 Person of Interest. News of Northern 
Lights hits the media, meaning that the 
team’s work has become more difficult 
due to the public spotlight on 
proceedings. Crime drama, starring Jim 
Caviezel. (R) 

4.00 Person of Interest. Decima hunts down 
Reese and Shaw using Samaritan’s 
feeds. Meanwhile, Greer sets a trap for 
Finch by targeting his former fiancee, 
Grace. Crime drama, starring Jim 
Caviezel. (R) 

4.50 House Doctor. Ann Maurice and Alistair 
Appleton look back over highlights from 
the series, including a two-bedroom 
semi that smelt of dogs and was full of 
dolls. (R) 

5.15 House Doctor. A selection of highlights. 

(R) 

5.40 Angels of Jarm. Rafe and Mick help 
Mary skip. (R) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Process starts 
to find new 
road company 

ENGINEERING companies are being 
sought to dig up Shropshire’s roads, in a 
roadworks contract that could be worth 
£210 million. 

Shropshire Council is looking for a 
company to replace current highways 
contractor Ringway, at the conclusion of 
its contract in March 2018. 

Cabinet member for highways and 
transport, Councillor Simon Jones, has 
said that the new contract will mean a 
reduction in the amount of roadworks 
carried out in future, as a result of a cut 
in government funding. 

The contract, which will initially last 
for seven years, can be extended by up to 
three years, one at a time. 

It covers the maintenance, repair, 
renewal, construction and cleaning of 
Shropshire’s roads and the maintenance 
of the council’s vehicles. 

Councillor Jones, said it will take nine 
months to finish the tendering process. 

He said: “Shropshire Council has begun 
a procurement process for a contract that 
is potentially worth £200 million over the 
contracted term, plus extensions. Due to 
the value of the contract European Union 
procurement rules apply, and the process 
will take over nine months to conclude.” 
Councillor Jones has admitted that pres¬ 
sures on council funding will lead to less 
work being carried out. 

He said: “The procurement process will 
scrutinise quality statements, value for 
money, financial standing, background, 
track record, experience, in order to 
recommend to the council’s cabinet a 
preferred partner, crucially due to the re¬ 
ductions from central government fund¬ 
ing for the council’s highways grant, then 
this will have to be reflected in the vol¬ 
umes of works delivered in the future.” 

Hygiene advice 
for takeaways 

TAKEAWAY food businesses in Powys 
are being reminded that they need to pro¬ 
mote their food hygiene ratings on leaf¬ 
lets and menus which enable customers 
to order by phone or online. 

Powys County Council’s Food Safety 
Team has issued the reminder. 

As part of the new rules, if a takeaway 
leaflet or menu shows food for sale, the 
price and a way of ordering the food with¬ 
out visiting the premises, it will also have 
to include a bilingual statement encour¬ 
aging customers to check the food hy¬ 
giene rating of the business on the food 
hygiene ratings website. 

The statement will also remind custom¬ 
ers that they have a legal right to ask the 
food business for their food hygiene rat¬ 
ing when they order over the phone. The 
legislation also enables food businesses 
to voluntarily display their valid food hy¬ 
giene rating on this type of publicity ma¬ 
terial, but if they do so the rating must be 
valid and in the specified format so it can 
be clearly seen. It has been three years 
since Wales because the first country in 
the UK to create a statutory food hygiene 
rating scheme. The Food Hygiene Rating 
(Wales) Act 2013 made it compulsory for 
all food businesses - such as restaurants, 
pubs, cafes, takeaways, hotels and super¬ 
markets - to display their hygiene rating 
at their premises. 

Guidance issued 
on safe taxi use 

RESIDENTS are being urged to get 
home safely by Powys County Council 
this Christmas by using a licensed hack¬ 
ney carriage or private hire vehicle. 

The council’s licensing team are urging 
residents to ensure that both the driver 
and the vehicle are licensed before enter¬ 
ing the vehicle if they intent to travel in a 
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle. 

The team has provided some top tips 
for a safe ride home this Christmas. 

A private hire can only be pre-booked 
and don’t have a meter. They may not be 
so easy to spot as they don’t have a taxi 
sign, however they should have a yellow 
taxi plate on the rear to show that they 
are licensed 

Drivers of private hire vehicles must be 
licensed too and must have their photo 
badge with them. 

A hackney carriage can be pre-booked, 
hailed or are instantly available at a taxi 
rank. They will have a meter fitted, have 
a taxi roof sign and a white plate on the 
rear to show it is licensed 


Work of carers in the spotlight at library event 



Councillor Rebecca Evans, Ellen Powell from Shropshire Community Directory, 
Mayor Paul Milner, team librarian Heather Rodenhurst and Kim 
Thompson-Lawrence from Qube attended the event 


College student Casey Williams treats Emma Roberts from Oswestry to a manicure 


BEING a carer is a tough job and during Car¬ 
ers Rights Day, Oswestry Library hosted a 
special morning to help those who look after 
others. 

Staff at the library worked with Carers Trust 
4 All to host a carers day. 


The event at the library was organised to 
provide support, advice and a bit of light relief 
to all local carers. 

More than a dozen helpful organisations 
were represented during the free drop-in event. 

Among the organisations were Citizens Ad¬ 


vice Bureau, Qube, Alzheimer’s Society and 
People2People. 

Many carers took up the invitation to come 
along to the event. 

And some of th carers also took advantage 
of free manicures courtesy of students from 


North Shropshire College in Oswestry and 
hand massages by Time for You. Shropshire 
Young Carers served tea, coffee and cake. 

In addition, those attending could enter a 
prize draw for the chance to enjoy spa facilities 
at the Lion Quays Hotel and Spa. 


Florence and colleagues 
help spread festive cheer 



Florence Roberts helps deliver some of the shoeboxes full of gifts Florence Roberts with Cath Ashcroft and Phil Walker, Operation Christmas Child district co-ordinator 


Report by Naomi Penrose 

A KIND-hearted bakery worker 
has inspired her colleagues to 
bring a bit of Christmas cheer to 
children in crisis-hit parts of the 
world. 

Florence Roberts, who lives in St 
Martins, near Oswestry, asked her col¬ 
leagues at the Village Bakery to help 
her provide shoeboxes crammed with 
goodies for the Operation Christmas 
Child charity. 

People are asked to fill boxes with items 
such as toys, toiletries and sweets for dis¬ 
tribution to trouble-torn areas around the 
globe. 

Last year Florence contributed her own 
shoebox and this year she decided to get her 
colleagues in on the act. 

As a result, a total of 63 shoeboxes from 
the family firm’s bakeries in Wrexham and 
Minera were delivered to the Operation 
Christmas Child warehouse. 

Florence, aged 24, said: “I did it last year 
at home so I thought it was a good idea to 
get my colleagues at the Village Bakery in¬ 
volved so we can get loads of boxes. Every¬ 
body has responded really well and are 
really keen, especially those with children. 

“They want to teach their children about 
giving to other people, less privileged. It’s a 
great lesson, really good. 

“We’ve collected 63 boxes in total and 
they are full of different things like toys, 
sweets and hygiene items like toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soaps and flannels.” 

Phil Walker, district coordinator for Op¬ 
eration Christmas Child, said: “Last year 
we had just over 10,000 shoe boxes here 
from our catchment area of north Wales 
and Chester and we’re hoping for a similar 
number this year.” 



Florence Roberts sorts out the gifts Florence Roberts, Cath Ashcroft and Phil Walker with some of the shoeboxes 




































DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


your ad by text 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

get £10 SHIS CHAT CREDIT and send to I 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.shropshirestar.com 


dvert (max 155 characters) 
. Standard Network rates apply. 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3724 

£1.55 per min plus your 



0906 500 3726 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 


: biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.ShropshireStar.COITI 


Single Women 



AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
418117 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be dis¬ 
creet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3000 Box 419673 
SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady 
young looking 60s, genuine and 
kind seeks gent with GSOH, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424671 0 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time 
wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3008 Box: 409715 
CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a gent 
with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424783 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3016 Box: 413399 
SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, I 
can wine and dine you, you will have 
a nice time, call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424781 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3020 Box 
421375 

JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424675 0 
HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to earth 
lady, 35yrs, shapely brunette, seek¬ 
ing someone with GSOH, looks 
unimportant, any age. ACA, I prom¬ 
ise! Tel: 0906 515 3024 Box 
423035 

CHRISTINE, 40, attractive slim 
sporty brunette seeks fit well built 
male. Call me let’s see what the 
future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 425061 || 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, out¬ 
going and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3012 Box 
424543 

LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired 
female, been hurt in the past seeks 
male to buy her flowers and mend 
her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 425041 || 

SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate times. 
Special friendship, mutual respect. 
Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 3028 
Box 408291 

LYN, 47, curvy quiet sensitive 
brunette but with a wild side. It could 
be exciting to know me! Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 425013 0 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3004 Box 422365 
RETIRED happy, caring, attractive 
female, likes gardening, travel, ani¬ 
mals, comedy, seeks tall, funny, kind 
chap, Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 411459 
KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed 
redhead, curvy size 16, likes films, 
football, pubs, reading, seeking like- 
minded male for nights in/out, hope¬ 
fully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 425057 0 
MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946 0 


JULIE attractive 35yr old female 
with a great body, looking for no 
strings attached evening meets. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
4250371 

JOSIE. sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592 0 
MARY, passionate honest slim blue¬ 
eyed blonde, 39yrs, likes nights 
in/out, looking for affectionate male, 
any age to spend adult fun times. 
Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 425009 0 
ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
4157105 0 

JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded gent 
for nights in, days out and much 
much more. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424491 0 
DONNA, 42, bright bubbly blue 
eyed blonde looking for someone to 
enjoy life and love to the full with. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No:424873 0 
MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No:424775 0 
SUE, attractive genuine lady, own 
home, loves to spoil a man, give me 
a call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424673 0 
SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful 
classy French lady looking for happy 
decent reliable very sexy man for 
lots of TLC and good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424847 0 
SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr 
old female, bored with everyday rou¬ 
tines, WLTM up for some fun dis¬ 
creet and extremely broadminded 
younger male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424827 0 
DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking 
for some fun and adventure with 
similar fun loving mature male. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424799 0 
CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 
41yrs loves life to the full, hoping 
you will contact me if you want a 
genuine fun time. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424779 0 
SARAH, mature feminine lady, kind 
caring but still has a sensual side, 
hoping to meet like minded, confi¬ 
dent, non smoking gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424777 0 
PROFESSIONAL lady, mid 60s, 
interests include gardening, theatre, 
walking, days out and travelling, ani¬ 
mal lover, looking for a professional 
gentleman, kind and caring, intellec¬ 
tual and outgoing, with gosh, for 
friendship possibly more, in the 
Stafford area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424569 
HI I'm Ellie, 39, pretty, funny, great 
figure, OHAC/child, have everything 
apart from a man, WLTM someone I 
wanna be with, not have to be. Call 
me. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:424635 0 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, 57, 
widow, likes dining out, country 
pubs, good conversation and laugh¬ 
ter, seeks genuine professional 
gent, with a gosh with similar inter¬ 
ests, to enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424157 
ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark 
hair, blue eyes, loves to dance 
seeks romantic man to share inti¬ 
mate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424747 0 
DIVORCED female, attractive, sen¬ 
sual by nature, OHAC, bored with 
own company, looking to make life a 
little more exciting with likeminded 
man. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:424591 0 

JANE 40's, blonde blue-eyed petite 
build, WLTM understanding discreet 
tall, caring man for daytime meets. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424769 0 


PATRICIA, 50s, solvent female, tac¬ 
tile, fun, likes to travel, seeks tall, 
easygoing mature male to enjoy all 
the good things in life with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424553 0 
BARBARA, 36, slim blonde, likes 

music, sport, the outdoors, quiet 
nights in etc, WLTM kind honest 
gent to share interests and get to 
know me. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424549 0 
HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent any 
age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424493 0 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male com¬ 
panion for nights out, dining, maybe 
more. ACA or text me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424495 0 
JULIE, 53yrs, tall, slim, dark haired 
lady, sociable and fun loving, new to 
the area so WLTM men friends for 
fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424497 0 
SEXY brunette 39, petite, brown 
eyes, seeks energetic discreet guy 
for no strings fun and friendship. 
Age/status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424451 0 
HEATHER, 48, well travelled sol- 
vent brunette looking to share a 
large glass of wine and whatever fol¬ 
lows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424429 0 

TERRI, attractive young looking 
29yrs, long legged sporty seeking 
nice man to fall in love with, up to 
45yrs. If that's you pis call, you have 
nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424377 0 

Single Men 

IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 
50s, likes most things, holidays, 
gardening, motorbikes, WLTM similar 
aged lady, 50-60, with nice 
personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 421345 

MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 356651 

DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, 
easy going, happy, looking for an 
attractive, loving and caring female, 
45-65, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:423073 0 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, look¬ 
ing for lady to spend life with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424687 0 

BIG is beautiful is larger is lovelier, 
Steve 58, seeking broadminded, 
adventurous BBW for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
412031 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own 
home, likes to eat out and in, WLTM 
honest, kind girl for tender, loving 
care and fun times. No timewasters 
please. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:424929 0 

MALE, 64, single, n/s, likes music, 
films, driving, nights in, dining out, 
trips, WLTM lady, 50-70, looks unim¬ 
portant, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:424927 0 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium 
build, likes meals out, music, cine¬ 
ma, sports, driving, seeks female, 
40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 239148 
HONEST male, 60s,Ij/S, GSOH, 

car owner, seeks female, 55-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 416817 
MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S 
seeks female 50-70 for friendship 
and romance. Looks unimportant. 
Likes occasional drink, eating in/out, 
cinema and driving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 418893 
47 year old guy, 5ft7, dark hair, blue 
eyes, likes DVDs, nights in and out, 
seeks female, 42-49, in Leamington 
Spa/Rugby area, for friendship and 
long term relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424325 


CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking 
Christian female, 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, possibly more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423747 0 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 419283 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, dark hair, looking 
for a lady, 50-60, to share the good 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424759 

ANY mature women over 60 seek¬ 
ing adult fun - this attractive male 58 
will cater for your needs, any size or 
status. Text only. Mailbox: 
5410860 0 

WIDOWER, 60s, GSOH, n/s, likes 
places of interest, country walks, 
cats and dogs, music, theatre and 
cinema, still looking for a lady, 
around 55-65, for companionship, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No: 424709 

ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, profession¬ 
al male, 50, GSOH, easygoing, 
enjoys sport, socialising, good com¬ 
pany, looking to meet attractive 
female for fun, adventure and take 
things from there. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424563 
59YR old male, likes country walks, 
pub lunches, seeks lady for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424685 0 
MALE 50 seeks mature, home lov¬ 
ing lady, 60 plus who enjoys cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424683 0 
MARTIN trustworthy, warm hearted, 
loving, reliable male, 45, 6ft, medi¬ 
um build, young at heart, GSOH, 
seeks female, 50-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424681 0 
MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, looking 
for loyal partner for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424679 0 
CARING 55yr old male, widower, 6ft 
3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun and 
laughter, maybe happy ever after. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424677 0 

MALE 57, attractive, seeks mature 
woman any age for close fun, mar¬ 
ried or single. Text only Mailbox: 
5410860 0 

BLACK male, ex-marine, 6ft1, 
would like to meet a lady, 30 or over, 
if you would like a night in or out, 
Birmingham area, give me a shout. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424507 0 

ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, 
slim, dark hair, likes music, cycling 
and photography, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 417235 0 
GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes 
countryside, keep fit, karaoke, seeks 
soul mate for fun times. N 
Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 408411 

IAN, GSOH, 60, looking for some¬ 
body to go out with and have a good 
time, a good laugh, maybe things 
will move on, I’m young at heart so 
looking for younger female if possi¬ 
ble, NSA. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 424357 0 
RETIRED male seeking companion¬ 
ship maybe more. No time wasters. 
Text only Mailbox: 5542315 0 
ITALIAN male, 46, from Oldbury, 
seeking female, 30-50, for friend¬ 
ship, possible relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 424371 0 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, looking for genuine 
lady, 50-55, to share the good things 
in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No: 424353 

NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks 
kind, caring romantic lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416905 

TIM, young at heart, intelligent, fun 
loving, spontaneous, GSOH, WLTM 
a lady with a GSOH, for friendship 
and possibly more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424395 0 
ATTRACTIVE, Tall and intelligent 
Black male 50, lover of animals and 
nature seeks solvent lady of quality 
50+ for romance. Text only 
Mailbox: 5561456 0 



Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 12/12/16 



FOCUS ON 


• • • 


Matheson & Brown is a well-established, family run double glazing installation and repair 
business based in Wellington, Shropshire. 

With over 15 years' experience we supply, install and repair windows, doors and 
conservatories throughout Shropshire. 

Our speciality is repairs and we always stand by our policy of 'repair where appropriate'. 
We can provide new installations as required. 

Our reputation has been built on quality and reliability. No sales team will call, just our 
friendly assessors, who will advise and recommend solutions to your problem. Whether it 
is upgraded double glazing, a new conservatory or broken window repairs you can rest 
assured that we will complete the job to the highest standards. 

Above all we have the knowledge, expertise and experience to complete your double 
glazing project quickly and efficiently. 

WHY CHOOSE MATHESON & BROWN? 

• Over 15 years' experience 

• Family run business 

• Double glazing experts 

• Installation and repairs 

• Wide range of products available 

• Domestic and commercial 

• Free quotes 


• No sales people 

• Guaranteed parts and labour 

• Friendly, personal service 

• After care service 

• Competitive prices 

• Door locks 

(please see Ultion video) 


We cover Shropshire and the surrounding areas. 
07539 216 615 0800 956 2453 
www.mathesonandbrown.co.uk 




Bathrooms & Kitchens 


Furniture Repairs 


©omplete 

©roperty 

©enovations 

Call Steve now 
for a FREE 
no obligation quote 


• Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Plastering, Electrical 
Plumbing & Tiling 


» From design to 
installation 
we do it all 
(big or small!!) 


01691 680443 / 
07970 357619/ 
cprchester.com 



cdt 


electrical 


services 


O u, limited 

New installations - Rewires 
Repairs - Fuse board upgrades 
Inspection & testing 
No job too small - All work certified 
Contact Phil for free no obligation quote. 
enquiries@cdtelectrical.co.uk 

m:07967 739472 


+- 


Gardening 



D.T LANDSCAPES 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Surgery 

IMPROVING 
OUTDOOR SPACES 

All work guaranteed 
20 years experience 

Block paving • Fencing 
Paving • Gravelling • Turfing 
Decking • No Job Too Small 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
01691 661014 
07799 617911 

dt.landscapes@live.com 



Upholstery and Repairs 


Specialist Service for all 
Antique, Traditional and 
Modern Furniture 
Call John for friendly professional 
advice on how I can make your worn 
out furniture look like new again. 


Furniture Medic Shrewsbury \ Tel: 01952 511942 



CASH4CARAVANS.CO 


UTZZ V ] 


mXM MD 

\Mmm m 

QAM 

Phone John 

aim or as 

SY10 8EL 


BudgetSkips.co.uk 

Skip Hire & Waste Management 
Tel: 01743 860 496 
“We don’t talk rubbish, we move it” 
07816 825831 

BUDGET 
SKIP HIRE 

Wait and load from £65.00+rat 
Mini skip from £70.00 +vat 
Midi skip from £100.00+rat 
Midi X skip from £130.00+rat 
Large skip from £175.00 +vat 


OSWESTRY CABS 


Why pay more for door to door 

Locals - Long Distance 
Airports - Contracts 


01691 661663 


Airport Shuttle Service 

Single journey to or from Oswestry 


Manchester 

Liverpool 

Birmingham 

Shrewsbury 

Wrexham 


Taxi Estate 
Car 4 Seats 
£59.00 
£59.00 
£82.00 
£50.00 
£45.00 


Minibus 5 to 
8 passengers 
£82.00 
£82.00 
£110.00 
£60.00 
£54.00 


Night Out Returns 
Taxi has 4 seats to 4 / 
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ROAD TEST 


Fiat Tipo is old school but likeable 


FIAT TIPO LOUNGE 1.6 MULTIJET II120, £19,499 



It’s a no-nonsense, no-frills family car with a simple, if fairly stylish design 


By James Fossdyke 

Fiat’s new family hatchback gets an old 
name and old-school simplicity, but there’s 
something likeable about that. 

Pretty much everything about the Tipo is 
new, apart from the name. 

Last seen on a boxy hatchback of the ‘80s 
and ‘90s, the Italian nameplate we thought 
had vanished is back on the tailgate of a 
practical Fiat. 

This Tipo is here to take on the likes of the 
Kia Cee’d and Hyundai i30 at the budget 
end of a market led by the ever-popular Ford 
Focus and Volkswagen Golf. 

It’s a no-nonsense, no-frills family car, and 
comes with a simple engine range, a simple 
model line-up and a simple, if fairly stylish, 
design. 

Although the Tipo is supposed to be one of 
Fiat’s budget offerings, it’s actually a pretty 
good-looking car. 

There’s certainly no betrayal of its £12,995 
asking price in the hexagonal grille, the 
squinting headlights and the curvaceous 
bonnet. 

No, it doesn’t jump out at you in the way 
cars like the Ford Focus do, but there’s 
something appealing about its understated 
handsomeness. 

Inside, the cabin is made up of various 
bits and bobs nabbed straight from the Fiat- 
Chrysler group’s parts bin. T 

he five-inch touchscreen found on better- 
equipped variants is identical to the one found 
in high-spec Fiat 500s, while the steering 
wheel is shared with the Jeep Renegade, and 
the gear lever appears to be the same as the 
one found in the Alfa Romeo Giulietta. 

All these parts feel relatively well put 
together, and though it’s a bit dark in there, 
the cabin - small touchscreen aside - even 
looks quite stylish. 

The Tipo is monstrously practical, offering 


a sizeable 440-litre boot that’s competitive in 
the segment. 

Although both the Honda Civic and the 
Peugeot 308 are more capacious, the Fiat 
makes the Volkswagen Golf and Ford Focus 
look cramped. 

It’s the same story in the cabin, where 
there’s plenty of room for passengers front 
and rear, with decent headroom and plenty of 
legroom all round. 

A plethora of cubbyholes should also mean 
there’s always somewhere readily available 
storing sundry items. 

Dynamics 

The Tipo’s cabin is well suited to long 
distances, but the driving dynamics are even 
better suited to touring. It’s comfortable even 
over poor surfaces, and the 1.6-litre diesel 
engines are punchy enough to cope with in¬ 
gear acceleration during arduous motorway 
miles, while the refinement is decent without 
being exemplary. 

As a result of this, the Tipo is no driver’s car. 
The steering is numb and the ‘dead zone’ 
around the straight-ahead position is a little 
too large, meaning small corrections on 
motorways and fast A-roads are occasionally 
difficult to judge. 

On the plus side, though, driving around 
town is made simple by the lightweight 
low-speed steering and the commendable 
visibility. 

It’s economical, too, thanks to the frugal 
diesel engines that make up the most popular 
engines in the range. 

Officially, the 118bhp diesel mated to a 
manual gearbox is capable of 76.3mpg and 
99g/km C02 emissions, but this can be 
improved by going for the business-focused 
Elite version, which manages 89g/km 
emissions - handy for company car drivers 
looking to reduce their tax bills. 

If you don’t need that efficiency, though, 


there’s a healthy engine range to choose 
from. 

The standard engine is a 1.4-litre petrol with 
94bhp, but you can also have a 1.6-litre with 
108bhp or a 1.4-litre turbocharged engine with 
118bhp. 

There’s a smaller 1.3-litre diesel, too, but its 
94bhp output is far behind that of the 1.6 and 
it isn’t noticeably more efficient. 

The £12,995 starting price is an attractive 
one, but you don’t really get all that much for 
your money. 

Sure, you get air conditioning, but it’s the 
manual variety that doesn’t seem to differ 
all that much from the average heater/fan 
arrangement. 

You also get 15-inch wheels with plastic hub 
covers and the basic 94bhp 1.4-litre petrol 
engine. 

Comforts 

Of course, it’s a lot of car for the price of a 
mid-range Ford Fiesta, but most customers 
are going to want a few of the home comforts 
you’ll find in the mid-range Easy Plus model. 
It’s £1,000 more expensive than the basic 
Easy variant and it offers 16-inch alloy wheels, 
a wider choice of engines and the five-inch 
Uconnect touchscreen infotainment system. 

At the top of the Tipo range is the Lounge 
trim, which is a further £1,000 more expensive 
than the trim level below. 

Although that £14,995 asking price only gets 
you the basic engine, it does buy you an awful 
lot of kit. 

Satellite navigation, climate control and 
17-inch alloys are just the start, with automatic 
lights and wipers, a rear-view camera and 
chrome trim also included. 

There’s a business-focused Elite trim 


level, too, which costs £16,995 and offers the 
five-inch touchscreen, satellite navigation and 
a safety pack, as well as an environmental 
upgrade that improves the efficiency of the 
diesel powertrain. 

Optional extras include leather seats with 
heaters, priced at £750, and safety packs that 
incorporate gadgets such as lane departure 


warning, autonomous emergency braking and 
adaptive cruise control. 

Anyone looking for a practical, comfortable 
and well-priced family hatchback will find the 
Tipo fits their needs perfectly. Like the Panda, 
it’s an honest workhorse that focuses more on 
family life than on Nurburgring lap times, and 
it’s all the better for it. 



CHIRK 

SERVICE STATION 

joins “Trust My Garage” 

Zj'i'e strive to get it right first time, every time ” 



MOT & Repair Centre 

^ Full Diagnostics 
Air Conditioning Service 
v? Body Repair Centre 
M Insurance Work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 
§re| courtesy car collection a nd delivery 


JAGUAR SELECTION 54 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr. Silver. 

52 JAGUAR S TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles .£3995 04 BMW 645 COUPE Black, Stunning car . SOLD 

V JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN . P0A CONVERTIBLES 

04 JAGUAR X TYPE, Auto 2.1 SE, FSH . SOLD 04 VAUXHALL TIGRA SPORT, Silver .£1295 

63 TOYOTA AYG0 Mode WTi, Red, low mileage.£4995 03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible.£1795 

13 FORD FIESTA 1.5TDCi, Titanium Red .£5995 4 X 4 / COMMERCIALS 

=7 FORDFIESTAJSTDCI,Diesel .SOLD 08 C | TR0EN NEMOXHDI610Diesel. SOLD 

57 BMW X3 Si SE, Grey Metallic, Vehicle Must Be Seen.£5,895 07 RENAULT |<ANG0 DIESEL SLD High mileage, extensive history.E2000+VAT 

CHEAP AND CHEERFUL/PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS 

07 FIAT PUNT0, Red, local owner, new MoT. SOLD 

_06 FORD M0NDE0 TITANIUM Diesel. High Mileage.£1995 

Only £3995 0 4 CITROEN C3 Diesel, Cheap Road Tax. New MOT .£1195 

£4250 v BMW 320 SALOON. Silver.£725 

'S Y F0RD F0CUS1 ' 6 Pe,ro1 - Lon 9 Mot Well worth inspection . SOLD 

£3690 W 313 S aloon - Lots of History, Previously Supplied by us .£995 


SPECIAL 

OFFERS 


i T l I 


rr 

£35 


MOT & 

Interim Service 

from £45 

+ VAT & Parts * 


CAR OF THE WEEK 
NISSAN 350z FAIRLADY 3.5 V6 39k, Silver. This car must be viewed. 
Superb piece of machinery.... 


VAUXHALL C0RSA EXCITE 1.2 Red. lady owner. 

PEUGEOT 207 SPORTIUM 1.6 Sat Nav. 

VAUXHALL C0RSA Ecoflex Silver, 35k. 

CITROEN C4 PICASSO VTR+ HDi Diesel. 

FORD KA EDGE 50k, Grey Metallic. 

CITROEN C3 AIRDREAM + HDi Diesel, Cheap Road Tax ... 

FIAT 500 POP 1.2. White. 

BMW 118 SE Diesel. Grey Metallic. 

SUZUKI SWIFT SPORT 1.6, Black, low mileage. 

BMW X5 Diesel, Black. 

BMW 318 SE Alloys, Must be seen. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA Exclusive 1.8 Red Metallic. 

CITROEN C3 DESIRE 1.4 black, economical car. 



....£5595 

,...£3795 

...SOLD 


LOW COST FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Finance Example: Cash Price £3995 
Deposit or Part Exchange: £500 Balance £3495 
Payable over 48 months at £95.43 per month (APR 16.4%) 
Subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. If your car is worth more than 
the deposit price, we will give you the difference back in cash. 


Isold | 


DIAGNOSTIC 

CHECK 


* Conditions Apply 



GUARANTEED BY THE 
RETAIL MOTOR INDUSTRY 

■ a m m wn Holyhead 

CHIRIv^’ 

1 SERVICE STATION llusna 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 

ORB 

SERVICING MOT CARS FITTING TYRES 

BRAKES CLUTCH SUSPENSION 




P&G VEHICLE 

REPAIRS 

Cargotec Industrial Park, Elson, Ellesmere SY12 9JW 


TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES j 

DIAGNOSTICS 

• 

SERVICING 

1 *. 

REPAIRS 

1 



t r 1 : i ' i, r ; 


01691 622849 

www.pandgvehiclerepairs.co.uk 


MNA Motors 


To advertise in any of our motoring sections 
within the Shropshire Star or your local 
Chronicle or Journal contact your local 
Motoring Representative from the list below. 

Bobby Clark 01952 241340 

John Slim 01952 242424 
(Ext 3503) 



2016 on track for 
record registrations 



Ford Fiesta topped the sales chart 

It’s set to be a record-breaking year for the British new 
car market as registrations passed the 2.5 million mark in 
November. 

Steady 2.9 per cent market growth pushed total year- 
to-date sales up to 2.51m - the highest level ever seen in 
November. 

Much of this growth was fuelled by alternatively fuelled 
vehicles such as electric cars and plug-in hybrids, which 
saw demand up 25.1 per cent compared with November 
2015. 

Petrol registrations grew, too, up 7.9 per cent compared 
with the same month last year, while diesel registrations 
fell slightly, down by 2.9 per cent. 

As usual, the Ford Fiesta topped the sales charts, 
despite Ford revealing the popular supermini’s 
replacement. A surprising sales success, though, was 
the Vauxhall Astra, which out-sold the VW Golf by around 
170 units to nip into second spot. 

With 112,327 units registered since January 1, the 
Fiesta continues to lead the year-to-date sales table, too, 
having sold 39,155 units more than its closest rival, the 
Vauxhall Corsa, by the end of November. The Ford Focus 
and VW Golf continue to fight it out for third spot, with the 
Focus currently leading by just over 1,400 units. 

Mike Hawes, chief executive of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, said: “Our industry continues 
to make vehicles that are ever safer, more refined, more 
efficient and more enjoyable to drive - and the latest 
advanced technology and cutting-edge designs are 
continuing to attract buyers into showrooms. 

“It’s encouraging to see that alternatively fuelled 
vehicles, although still a small proportion of the market, 
have seen strong growth this month achieving a record 
market share. Long-term government support and 
incentives are essential if these vehicles are to command 
a larger market share in the future.” 






























































2014/64 SKODA YETI 4x4 


OUTDOOR Lauren and Klement 
Limited Edition 170BHP. 

Metallic Silver, Manual, Sat Nav, 
Heated Seats, Leather, Pan Roof, 
19,000 miles, FSH £16,799 



2012 12 MERCEDES Cl 80 SE 


MANUAL Red Upgrade AMG Alloy 
Wheels, One Owner, 54,000 miles, 

FSH £10,999 



2009 09 AUDI A4 AVANT 2.0 
TDi S-LINE Grey Metallic, 170 BHP, 
45,000 Miles, FSH £12,499 



2010 10 BMW 318D 2.0 M-SPORT 

4 Door Saloon, Blue Metallic, 

17” Double Spoke Alloy Wheels, 
63,000 miles, £30 Road Tax £9,999 





•*- % 3 

£ 


2012 12 CITROEN BERLINGO 1.6 HDi 
MULTISPACE Blue Metallic, 25,900 
miles, Air Con, FSH £6999 



2014 14 MAZDA 3 SPORT 2.2 
DIESEL Grey Metallic, 36,300 miles, 
Sat Nav, £20 Road £12,499 



2011 61 AUDI A5 2.0 TDI SE 5 Door 
Hatchback, Manual, 170 BHP, 

Bright Red, Full Leather, 55,000 miles, 
FSH £30.00 Road Tax £11,999 



KC JONES CAR SALES 

Oswald Road, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 1RB ^ 

Tel: 01691 238987 

Web: kcjonescarsales.co.uk OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

201161 AUDI A5 2.0 TDI SE 5 Door Hatchback, Manual, 170 BHP, Bright Red, Full Leather, 55,000 miles, FSH £30.00 Road Tax.£11,999 

2009 09 AUDI A4 AVANT 2.0 TDi S-LINE Grey Metallic, 170 BHP, 45,000 Miles, FSH.£12,499 

2007 57 AUDI A4 AVANT 2.0 FSi S-LINE Manual, Metallic Grey, 58,000 miles, FSH.£7,499 

201313 AUDI A4 ALL ROAD 2.0TDI QUATTRO ESTATE, Black Metallic with Privacy Glass, 6 Speed Manual, Climate Control, Sat Nav, 62,000 Miles.£16,999 

2008 58 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi S-LINE CABRIOLET, Silver Metallic with Black Hood, Half Leather, 98,000 Miles, FSH.£6,999 

2009 09 AUDI Q5 2.0 TDi S-LINE QUATTRO S-TRONIC, White, 61,000 Miles, one owner, FSH.£16,999 

2013 63 BMW 520d M-SPORT AUTO Metallic Silver, Leather, Sat Nav, heated seats, 75,000 miles, FSH.£15,999 

201010 BMW 3180 2.0 M-SPORT 4 Door Saloon, Blue Metallic, 17” Double Spoke Alloy Wheels, 63,000 miles, £30 Road Tax.£9,499 

2007 07 BMW X3 2.0SE DIESEL ESTATE, Black Metallic, Leather Seats, 88,000 Miles, 6 Speed Manual,. SOLD 

2013 63 CITROEN C3 PICASSO VTR + 1.6 HDi, Red Metallic, 22,100 Miles, One Owner, £20 Road Tax.£7,299 

201212 CITROEN BERLING01.6 HDi MULTISPACE Blue Metallic, 25,900 miles, Air Con, FSH.£6999 

2013 62 FORD B-MAX 1.4 ZETEC 5-door. Bronze, One Owner, 38,600 miles, FSH, Parking Sensors.£6,999 

201313 FORD FIESTA 1.0 ECO BOOST ZETEC 3-door, 120 BHP, Blue, Rear Spoiler, 49,600 miles, Zero Road Tax.£8,499 

2010 60 FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCi 5 DOOR, Bronze Metallic, 2 Owners, FSH, £30 Road Tax. SOLD 

201212 FORD MONDE01.6 TDi EDGE 5 Door Hatch Manual. Metallic Silver, 49,000 miles, FSH.£7,499 

2009 59 JAGUAR XF LUXURY 3.0 V6 DIESEL AUTO, Blue Metallic with Silver Grey Leather, 2 Owners, 53,000 Miles, Sunroof, Sat Nav, FSH. SOLD 

2013 63 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER EVOQUE PURE TECH 4x4 Manual, Metallic Grey, White Leather, 77,000 miles, Sat Nav.£21,999 

201111 LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2.2 XS AUTO Gold Metallic with Cream Leather, One Owner, 33,800 miles, FSH.£15,999 

2009 59 LAND ROVER FREELANDER TD4 HSE AUTO Metallic Black, Cream Leather, 1 Lady Owner, 79,000 miles, FSH. SOLD 

201414 MAZDA 3 SPORT 2.2 DIESEL Grey Metallic, 36,300 miles, Sat Nav, £20 Road.£12,499 

201212 MERCEDES C180 SE MANUAL Red Upgrade AMG Alloy Wheels, One Owner, 54,000 miles, FSH.£10,999 

2008 58 MERCEDES ML320 CDi Auto Sport, Metallic Black, 91,000 miles, FSH. SOLD 

201111 MINI COOPER CLUBMAN 1.6 Diesel Estate, Black, 69,000 miles, FSH, £20 Road Tax,.£7,999 

201161 MINI COOPER 2.0 SO CLUBMAN 5dr, Sat Nav, Red & Black, One Owner, 36,000 miles, FSH, £30 Road Tax.£10,999 

2007 57 OPEL ANTARA CDTi 4WD MANUAL Metallic Blue, 74,000 miles.£7,499 

2015 65 PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 3-door. Blue, One Owner, Air Con, Bluetooth, 6200 miles, Zero Road Tax.£6,999 

2007 07 PEUGEOT 407 COUPE 3.0 V6 Manual Metallic Black Red leather 52,000 miles.£2,999 

201414 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCi M-NAV 5 DOOR, Blue Metallic with Black Roof, 27,000 Miles, FSH, Zero Road Tax.£9,999 

2012 61 RENAULT TWING01.6 RS SILVERSTONE GP Red, 64,000 miles, 10wner, FSH.£4,799 

201010 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 1.5 DCI TOM TOM ESTATE, Silver Metallic, 51,400 Miles, £20 Road Tax.£4,999 

2012 62 SEAT EXEO SE 2.0 TDi 4 Door, Black with Black Leather, 39,000 Miles, Sat Nav, Rear Sensors, FSH.£9,499 

2014 64 SKODA YETI OUTDOOR 4X4 LAUREN&KLEMENT 2.0 TDI Manual, Metallic Silver, Full Leather, Sat Nav, Heated Seats, Pan Roof, 19,000 miles, FSH ..£16,799 

2013 63 SKODA RAPID TSi SE 5 Door, Light Blue Metallic, 26,700 Miles, Air Conditioning, £30 Road Tax,.£6,999 

2009 59 SKODA OCTAVIA TSi 5-door Automatic, Oyster Metallic, 62,000 miles, Climate Control, Air Con, Reversing Sensors, FSH. SOLD 

2014 64 SUZUKI SX4 S-CROSS 1.6 Manual, Metallic Green, 10wner, 18,000 miles, FSH.£10,699 

2002 52 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.4 3-door. 109,000 miles, 12 months, MOT.£1,650 

201313 VAUXHALL CASCADA SE 2.0 CDTi CONVERTIBLE, Blue Metallic, Electric Hood, 15,000 Miles, One Owner, FSH,.£11,999 

201313 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 S 5-door, Manual, Bright Red, 15,000 miles, FSH.£5,999 

2013/13 VAUXHALL MOKA TECH LINE 2.0 CDTi. Bright Blue, 30,000 miles, FSH.£9999 

2006 56 VOLVO C301.8 SE 3-door, Green Metallic with Leather Seats, 66,000 Miles, 17” Alloy Wheels.£3,999 

2003 52 VOLVO XC90 05 SE AWD Gold Metallic, 82,000 miles, 7 Seats, FSH.DUE IN 

2007/57 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2.0 GTi Manual. Metallic Black, 77,000 miles. SOLD 


CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

We will buy your vehicle. Call or phone for a free valuation • All vehicles subject to a HPI check 



2009 09 AUDI Q5 2.0 TDi S-LINE 
QUATTRO S-TRONIC, 

White, 61,000 Miles, one owner, 

FSH £16,999 



2013 63 BMW 520d M-SPORT 
AUTO Metallic Silver, Leather, Sat 
Nav, heated seats, 75,000 miles, 
FSH £15,999 



2003 52 VOLVO XC90 D5 SE AWD 

Gold Metallic, 82,000 miles, 

7 Seats, FSH, 

£5,999 



2011 11 LAND ROVER FREELANDER 
GS MANUAL Metallic Black, 
65,000 miles, FSH, Side Steps, 
Face Lift Model 
£12,999 



2013 63 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE PURE TECH 4x4 

Manual, Metallic Grey, White Leather, 
77,000 miles, Sat Nav 

£21,999 



2013 63 NISSAN JUKE 


Blue 

£10,499 



2014 14 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 
DCi M-NAV 5 DOOR, Blue Metallic 
with Black Roof, 27,000 Miles, FSH, 
Zero Road Tax £9,999 
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“MOTORING 


ROAD TEST 


No loss 

By Graham Breeze 



Inside there’s a new instrument cluster There’s a new front end and higher headline, smart skid plates and attractive rear bumpers 


With a history of hybrid launches already in 
the bag it was only a matter of time before 
Toyota gave the duel-fuel treatment to the 
impressive RAV4. 

It was back in 1997 that Toyota revealed a 
Prius with the electric option and Yaris and 
Auris soon followed suit so it was always on 
the cards for RAV4 to join the growing club 
with the launch of the most powerful version 
yet with a combined system output of 195bhp. 

Entry level Business Edition models are 
front wheel drive but the rest of the range gets 
the four wheel option including the Business 
Edition Plus on test which Toyota claim 
produces an average fuel consumption of 
57.6mpg and impressive C02 levels of 115g/ 
km. 

Whenever the vehicle is being driven the 
electric motor is always operating. The petrol 
engine will stop and start at any vehicle 
speed to maintain the best possible balance 
between performance and efficiency. The 
hybrid is the most powerful version of the 
RAV4 yet made in Europe 

I’ve said it before but there is still something 
spooky about pulling away in silence. The 
RAV4 on test cruised along for almost a mile 
without drinking a spot of petrol and then 
comfortably raced from 0-62mph in just 8.4 
seconds and had a top speed of 112mph - 
so hybrid certainly doesn’t mean a loss in 
performance. 

This Toyota has a big following, there’s even 
a RAV4 club out there where enthusiasts 
share tales of joy about their prized motors, so 
bosses have had to be careful not to alienate 


buyers by changing the brand too much. So 
despite a new front end and higher hoodline, 
smart skid plates and attractive rear bumpers 
the RAV remains instantly recognisable as a 
Toyota, though for me they should never have 
taken the spare wheel off the back door. 

The hybrid version gets all the interior 
changes too, including a new instrument 


cluster and large information display 
containing all the infotainment you’ll ever need 
and a satellite navigation system. 

Hybrid means a lot of extra weight to carry, 
and in this case it’s an extra 300 lbs, so 
handling is not as good as on the regular 
RAV4 - though the difference is not enough to 
turn you off a purchase. 


Inside the RAV4 is a genuine five-seater, 
though some rivals boast more rear seat 
space. 

You can’t fault the boot though, with a wide 
opening door revealing more space than you 
will probably ever use. 

You getfollow-me-home headlights, hill 
start assist, all-round, ABS, traction control, 


stability control, hill-start assist, dusk sensing 
headlights, rain-sensing wipers, a power 
tailgate, heated door mirrors, leather steering 
wheel and gear-knob and rear privacy glass. 

It’s a very competitive world in the SUV 
sector but like-for-like there’s not much to 
compare with this Toyota which hits the road 
at £27,650. 
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UK's favourite CV rang* 



LOOKING FOR A NEW CAR? 



View our video road tests at 
www.shropshirestar.com/motoring 



Pages and pages of new car offers, used Cars, local motoring stories, 
national news and private car sales - if you’re in the market for a new car - 
the Shropshire weekly newspapers are a must read! 


Part of Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 


MNA Media 













































How they stand 


37 


Sky Bet League One 

P W D L F A P 

S’thorpe Utd.21 13 5 3 43 20 44 

Bolton Wdrs.21 13 4 4 28 12 43 

Sheffield Utd ....21 12 5 4 38 22 41 

Bradford City.... 21 9 9 3 27 18 36 

Rochdale.21 10 3 8 30 27 33 

P’borough Utd.. 20 9 5 6 33 23 32 

Fleetwood.21 9 5 7 33 27 32 

Southend Utd...21 8 7 6 29 28 31 

Bristol Rvrs.21 8 6 7 33 37 30 

Wimbledon.21 7 8 6 30 25 29 

Charlton Ath.20 6 10 4 26 19 28 

Millwall.20 8 4 8 32 32 28 

Northampton ...21 7 6 8 31 30 27 

Oxford Utd.21 7 6 8 25 25 27 

Port Vale.21 7 6 8 26 32 27 

Walsall.21 6 8 7 24 30 26 

Gillingham.21 7 5 9 29 36 26 

MK Dons.21 6 6 9 26 30 24 

Swindon .21 6 5 10 21 32 23 

Bury.21 6 2 13 30 42 20 

Coventry City... 21 4 7 10 18 28 19 

Oldham Ath.20 3 9 8 12 22 18 

Chesterfield.21 5 3 13 26 39 18 

Shrewsbury ....21 4 6 11 20 34 18 

Vanarama National N 

P W D L F A P 

AFCFylde.20 14 5 1 61 27 47 

Kidderminster .20 12 4 4 39 17 40 

Chorley.20 11 7 2 30 14 40 

Tamworth.20 12 3 5 39 33 39 

Darlington.20 11 5 4 47 29 38 

Salford City.20 9 7 4 37 22 34 

FC Halifax.18 10 3 5 40 24 33 

Brackley.17 9 6 2 29 19 33 

Stockport Cnty. 20 9 5 6 28 26 32 

Harrogate.20 9 4 7 34 29 31 

Gloucester City 20 9 3 8 37 32 30 

FC Utd of Man.. 21 7 5 9 35 35 26 

Worcester City. 19 6 4 9 30 31 22 

Telford Utd.20 5 6 9 17 22 21 

Boston Utd.20 5 6 9 29 44 21 

Alfreton.19 6 2 11 41 52 20 

CurzonAshton. 18 5 5 8 26 37 20 

Nuneaton.20 4 7 9 30 32 19 

Gainsboroughy. 20 5 4 11 28 44 19 

Bradford PA.21 4 4 13 22 47 16 

S’bridge Celtic.. 20 3 1 16 18 52 10 

Altrincham.19 1 4 14 20 49 7 

Evo-Stik League 

Division One South 

P W D L F A P 

Shaw Lane.17 12 4 1 41 11 40 

Newcastle.20 12 2 6 34 25 38 

Spalding Utd ....20 11 4 5 39 23 37 

Sheffield.23 10 4 9 40 33 34 

Witton Albion... 14 10 2 2 35 12 32 

Rushden & D... 17 8 7 2 31 20 31 

Chase.21 9 4 8 34 33 31 

Romulus.21 9 4 8 31 33 31 

Basford Utd.21 9 6 6 31 32 30 

Leek.19 8 6 5 28 29 30 

Belper.20 7 7 6 24 21 28 

Kidsgrove Ath.. 21 8 3 10 37 32 27 

Lincoln Utd.16 7 5 4 25 19 26 

Bedworth Utd... 19 7 4 8 32 37 25 

S’bridge PS.17 7 3 7 24 26 24 

Gresley.21 6 6 9 36 48 24 

NorthwichVic..21 5 7 9 33 36 22 

Stamford.17 6 3 8 27 31 21 

Mkt Drayton ....21 6 2 13 25 43 20 

Carlton.21 4 6 11 25 33 18 

LboroDyn.23 4 2 17 19 54 14 

Rugby.20 3 3 14 16 36 12 


Hallmark Security 
Football League 


First Division 

P W D L F A P 

City Liverpool ..24 15 4 5 60 29 49 

Whitchurch A... 23 15 3 5 53 26 48 

Charnock R.20 15 2 3 58 27 47 

Alsager.21 13 4 4 52 27 43 

Lind REMYCA..22 12 6 4 57 39 42 

Sandbach Utd..20 12 3 5 44 27 39 

Widnes.20 11 4 5 47 35 37 

FC Oswestry ...22 11 4 7 44 38 37 

Prestwich H.19 10 2 7 46 27 32 

St Helens.21 9 5 7 49 43 32 

Stockport.21 10 2 9 56 51 32 

Carlisle City.21 9 3 9 42 45 30 

Daisy Hill.21 9 3 9 47 52 30 

Chadderton.18 7 4 7 42 43 25 

HolkerOB.20 7 3 10 32 41 24 

Cheadle .23 6 5 12 44 59 23 

Silsden.19 7 1 11 45 42 22 

BacupBoro.21 6 4 11 24 38 22 

Atherton LR.22 4 3 15 27 56 15 

Blackpool.23 3 5 15 26 59 14 

Eccleshall.21 2 3 16 30 74 9 

Ashton.20 1 1 18 17 64 4 

Midland Football 
League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Alvechurch.23 15 5 3 52 17 50 

Lye.21 13 7 1 45 17 46 

Westfields.18 12 4 2 48 21 40 

Coleshill.20 11 3 6 47 31 36 

Sptg Khalsa.19 10 4 5 41 25 34 

Coventry Utd.... 21 10 4 7 32 23 34 

St Andrews.21 11 1 9 43 39 34 

Heanor.20 9 5 6 35 33 32 

Cov Sphinx.21 8 6 7 41 41 30 

Shepshed Dyn.. 18 8 3 7 33 30 27 

Quorn.20 8 3 9 28 35 27 

Walsall Wood... 21 8 2 11 29 36 26 

Lng Eaton Utd.. 18 7 4 7 33 34 25 

Rocester.20 7 4 9 37 45 25 

Lboro Unity.21 6 6 9 38 37 24 

Highgate Utd.... 19 7 3 9 34 41 24 

Wulfrunians.20 7 3 10 23 39 24 

Shawbury Utd..23 7 1 15 41 59 22 

Boldmere.19 4 6 9 27 31 18 

S’port Swifts.... 20 4 6 10 24 37 18 

Tividale.20 5 2 13 27 49 17 

Brocton.19 2 2 15 18 56 8 

Welsh Premier League 

P W D L F A P 

The New Saints 17 17 0 0 63 10 51 

Gap Connah’s Q17 9 6 2 24 12 33 

Bala.17 8 6 3 28 22 30 

Bangor City.17 8 3 6 26 27 27 

Cardiff Met Unityl 8 7 3 8 24 15 24 

Llandudno.18 5 7 6 14 22 22 

Carmarthen.18 5 5 8 22 29 20 

Newtown.18 4 5 9 21 25 17 

Rhyl.17 5 2 10 21 41 17 

Cefn Druids.16 3 7 6 23 30 16 

Aberystwyth ....16 5 1 10 19 33 16 

Airbus UK B.17 3 3 11 20 39 12 

Huws Gray Alliance 

P W D L F A P 

Prestatyn .15 13 2 0 54 13 41 

Caernarfon.15 11 2 2 45 24 35 

Caersws.16 9 2 5 37 30 29 

Flint Utd.15 8 3 4 37 22 27 

Guilsfield.15 8 3 4 30 20 27 

Porthmadog.15 8 2 5 35 26 26 

Gresford Ath.... 15 8 1 6 35 24 25 

Holywell.14 7 3 4 22 12 24 

Llanfair Utd.14 5 2 7 17 29 17 

Mold Alex.15 5 2 8 27 59 17 

Denbigh.16 3 5 8 26 38 14 

Buckley.15 4 2 9 24 40 14 

Holyhead H.15 3 4 8 26 28 13 

Conwy Borough 15 4 1 10 30 44 13 

Penrhyncoch....15 3 3 9 21 30 12 

Ruthin.15 2 1 12 14 41 7 


Spar 


Mid Wales League 

Division 1 


P W 

Berriew.18 13 

Rhayader.17 13 

Carno.15 10 

Bow Street.16 8 

Hay St Mary’s.. 16 7 

Aberaeron.16 7 

Llanidloes.15 7 

Llanrhaeadr.12 7 

Knighton.16 6 

LI’dod Wells.14 5 

Machynlleth.15 5 

Radnor Valley... 15 3 


Montgomery ... 17 1 0 16 

Division 2 


F A P 

65 23 42 
37 10 42 
39 19 33 
30 25 26 
41 29 25 
30 24 25 
27 24 24 
32 18 23 
21 28 22 

27 33 18 
21 34 17 
25 32 14 

28 56 10 

11 44 7 

13 48 3 


P W 

Kerry.14 10 

BorthUtd.14 10 

Dolgellau Ath.... 15 8 
U’ffraidVillage. 16 6 

Builth Wells.15 6 

Abermule.14 5 

Churchstoke.12 6 

N’bridge-on-Wye13 6 

AberUni.13 5 

Presteigne St A 16 4 
Dyffryn Banw...13 4 
Four Crosses.... 14 3 
Penybont.13 0 


F A P 

36 16 32 

37 18 32 

34 28 27 
28 28 21 

35 39 21 

34 23 20 
37 27 20 
37 36 20 
24 25 17 
29 44 16 
15 25 13 
14 23 12 
14 42 4 


West Midlands 


(Regional) League 

Premier Div :o: "“ 


P W D L F A P 

Haughmond.21 18 1 2 73 20 55 

W’ton Spt Com 22 16 5 1 73 18 53 

Malvern .21 13 3 5 71 29 42 

Wellington.22 12 3 7 54 39 39 

Ellesmere Rgrs. 20 12 2 6 51 37 38 

Bewdley.20 11 4 5 56 42 37 

W’Ton Casuals. 19 12 0 7 55 35 36 

BC Rgrs.23 10 5 8 50 39 35 

Cradley.22 10 4 8 47 32 34 

Shifnal .21 9 5 7 48 41 32 

Willenhall.26 10 2 14 48 69 32 

Smethwick.25 10 1 14 35 58 31 

PegasusJnrs...21 10 0 11 43 41 30 

Stone OA.24 7 8 9 34 40 29 

Bridgnorth.23 8 3 12 40 56 27 

Bilston Com....22 7 4 11 38 54 25 

Dudley.24 7 3 14 36 60 24 

Wellington Ams 24 6 2 16 39 82 20 

Dudley Spts.20 3 3 14 26 55 12 

Gornal Ath.20 0 0 20 9 79 0 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Hereford LC.18 17 0 1 79 19 51 

Newport.19 12 4 3 66 35 40 

Wednesfield.18 12 2 4 69 29 38 

Tipton.17 9 4 4 34 26 31 

Worcs Raiders. 13 9 3 1 42 21 30 

Darlaston .15 8 4 3 37 23 28 

Old Wulfs.17 8 3 6 44 39 27 

Wyrley.19 7 5 7 27 41 26 

Bustleholme.17 6 1 10 38 51 19 

Wrens Nest.14 4 2 8 20 37 14 

Bromyard.17 4 2 11 28 46 14 

Wem.19 3 4 12 32 59 13 

FC Stafford.15 4 3 8 37 52 12 

Kington.16 3 3 10 26 46 12 

St Martins.16 3 1 12 27 61 10 

Team Dudley.... 16 2 3 11 23 44 9 

Division 2 

P W D L F A P 

Allscott.16 10 4 2 43 22 31 

Telford Jnrs.16 9 3 4 52 28 30 

West Brom Utd 16 9 3 4 39 17 30 

AFC Broseley... 14 7 2 5 26 29 23 

Malvern Res.... 16 7 2 7 31 39 23 

WarstoneWdrs 14 6 3 5 33 29 21 

W’ton Utd.15 7 0 8 34 43 21 

Gornal Colts.13 6 2 5 27 22 20 

Wonder Vaults.. 13 6 2 5 24 28 20 

Sikh Hunters ....15 5 4 6 37 44 19 

TiptonYthAFC. 16 5 4 7 33 40 19 

Bewdley Res... 15 3 2 10 29 41 11 

Emerald Ath.10 1 5 4 15 23 8 

AzaadSpts.13 1 2 10 20 38 5 

Sportsjam Regional 
League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Gobowen Celtic 15 8 2 5 50 44 26 

Church Stretton 12 7 3 2 32 21 24 

Oakengates Ath 11 7 2 2 31 14 23 

Madeley Sports 13 6 5 2 28 17 23 

Childs Ercall.14 7 1 6 37 25 22 

Clee Hill Utd.14 7 1 6 36 35 22 

Rock Rvrs.13 6 3 4 38 31 21 

Prees.15 5 2 8 41 46 17 

Shifnal Utd 97.. 13 4 2 7 28 41 14 

Hodnet.13 3 4 6 23 34 13 

W’dineWood...13 2 4 7 26 39 10 
Bridgnorth Res. 14 3 1 10 21 44 10 
Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

O’gates Rgrs.... 15 12 1 2 71 28 37 

Shrewsbury Jnrs1412 0 2 88 22 36 
St Georges Utd. 16 10 3 3 47 26 33 

Newport Res... 15 10 1 4 55 16 31 

Stoke Heath.14 9 3 2 91 34 30 

Oswestry Res. 15 9 3 3 54 44 30 

Craven Arms ...16 8 4 4 79 33 28 

Madeley Spt Resl 6 9 1 6 47 35 28 

Brown Clee.16 8 1 7 52 38 25 

Coven Utd.14 7 2 5 50 37 23 

Riverside.14 5 2 7 37 29 17 

St Martins Villager 5 2 5 43 36 17 

W’church A Jnrs14 3 4 7 40 46 13 

Albrighton.15 3 3 9 37 59 12 

A Broseley.17 1 0 16 20 78 3 

A Shifnal.17 1 0 16 34138 3 

Denso.16 1 0 15 21 167 3 

Under 21 

P W D L F A P 

Wellington Ams 10 6 1 3 41 22 19 

W’dine Wood ....9 5 2 2 25 16 17 

Bridgnorth.9 5 2 2 22 13 17 

Market Drayton .6 3 1 2 14 9 10 

Oswestry.9 3 0 6 17 24 9 

W’church A Jnrs 7 0 0 7 3 38 0 

Greenhous Shrews¬ 
bury & District Sunday 
League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Atho Market.9 7 0 2 39 25 21 

Instones Utd.9 6 1 2 28 14 19 

Cruckton Rvrs.... 6 5 1 0 28 7 16 

Pontesbury.8 4 1 3 30 17 13 

Loppington.9 4 1 4 22 24 13 

Rock Rvrs Yth.... 7 3 0 4 19 17 9 

Kinnerley.7 2 0 5 17 26 6 

Coton Rvrs.10 2 0 8 18 52 6 

TheGates.9 1 2 6 14 33 5 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Radbrook.7 4 1 2 23 16 13 

Beacon.7 4 1 2 14 13 13 

Telegraph.7 4 0 3 20 15 12 

Norbury.9 3 1 5 24 17 10 

RedBarne.7 3 1 3 14 13 10 

Compasses.5 2 2 1 11 9 8 

Anchor Inn.6 1 0 5 10 33 3 



Silverware smiles - the prize winners in the CML Highley League were happy to face the camera at Broseley Social Club. Islanders A were 
officially crowned first division champions with star man Scott Harries winning the averages, the singles trophy and also the doubles KO with 
team-mate Dave Rhodes. Highley B topped division two with Mike Weston winning all of his 18 games to take the averages prize while Dave 
Davies of Chelmarsh took the singles trophy and Dave Brown of Horsehay won the Jim Palmer Memorial Veterans Merit. 


Division 2 


P W D L F A P 


Unison.10 7 0 3 45 22 21 

S.A.H.A.Youth...9 6 1 2 32 18 19 

Snailbeach.6 4 0 2 28 18 12 

White Lion.7 3 1 3 21 23 10 

Boars Head.8 3 1 4 15 17 10 

Crown Coleham. 6 3 0 3 12 13 9 

Minsterley Rgrs.. 8 3 0 5 18 32 9 

s HthIO 1 1 8 15 43 4 


Division 3 


P W D L F A P 


Bomere Heath....9 8 1 0 61 12 22 

Harlescott Rgrs 10 6 2 2 38 15 20 

Dun Cow.9 4 3 2 40 30 15 

Onslow.11 5 0 6 46 37 15 

Brockton Rvrs.... 9 4 0 5 35 35 12 

Bull In The Barne 9 4 0 5 27 32 12 

Charles Darwin 10 3 1 6 22 38 10 

HarlescottS.C....9 3 1 5 19 37 10 
Coracle Utd. 10 2 0 8 21 73 6 


Division 4 

P W D L F A P 

Beeches.10 7 0 3 24 17 21 

Crown A F’gate 11 6 2 3 28 24 20 

Heath Farm Rgrs 9 6 1 2 35 14 19 

Dorrington.9 5 3 1 27 17 18 

Unicorn.11 6 0 5 30 23 18 

Wheatsheaf.8 5 0 3 25 12 15 

Three Fishes.9 5 0 4 25 23 15 

Old PO Wem ....11 4 2 5 23 21 14 

Dolphin Afc.12 2 1 9 26 46 7 

Dun Cow Youth 12 0 1 11 17 63 1 

Telford Sunday Football 
League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Randlay Utd.10 10 0 0 77 7 30 

Dawley Wdr Vetsl 2 8 0 4 49 32 24 
Honeysuckle ...10 7 1 2 48 25 22 

Dawley Social .11 7 0 4 43 39 21 

Barley.9 6 0 3 30 25 18 

Shifnal Nth End ..9 5 1 3 28 23 16 

Riverside.12 4 3 5 28 35 15 

Captain Webb ....8 3 0 5 27 35 9 

Lord Hill MD’tonll 3 0 8 21 56 9 

Travellers Joy.... 9 2 0 7 17 29 6 

Celtic Spartans 10 1 1 8 14 38 4 

Bulls HdDBV.9 1 0 8 17 55 3 


Division 1 


P W 

Ironbridge .10 10 

Whitehorse Ath .9 6 

Wrekin.10 6 

Church Wickets 11 6 
Joiners Arms ....8 5 

St Georges.10 5 

Cosford Utd.8 4 

The Falcon.11 3 

Telford Rgrs .... 12 2 
W’dine Wd Jnrs 12 1 


D L F A P 


0 0 53 5 30 


2 9 


45 15 21 
44 10 19 
34 13 19 
26 11 16 

20 29 15 

38 20 14 
24 32 10 
22 42 8 

21 52 5 

18116 4 


J T Hughes 
Montgomeryshire 
Amateur Football 
League 

Honda Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Llanfyllin.10 6 1 3 37 17 19 

Meifod.8 5 2 1 18 10 17 

Waterloo Rovers 7 4 2 1 21 12 14 

Berriew Res.8 4 2 2 19 16 14 

Guilsfield Res.8 4 1 3 17 16 13 

Caersws Res.8 3 3 2 20 14 12 

MordaUtd.9 3 2 4 14 15 11 

Llanfair Res.12 3 2 7 18 32 11 

Llanymynech.8 2 1 5 14 26 7 

Llanrhaeadr Resl 0 1 2 7 15 35 5 

Mitsubishi Division 2 

P W D L F A P 

Maesyrhandir... 12 9 0 3 38 30 27 

Carno Res.13 8 2 3 38 27 26 

Trewern Utd.11 8 0 3 62 19 24 

Newtown Wand.. 9 6 1 2 25 16 19 

Kerry Res.11 6 1 4 37 31 19 

Bishops Castle... 5 5 0 0 25 3 15 

Llangedwyn.8 5 0 3 24 17 15 

Abermule Res ..10 2 3 5 22 29 9 

Waterloo Res ...11 2 2 7 22 39 8 

Welshpool Res. 10 1 3 6 17 39 6 

Llanfechain.11 1 1 9 17 56 4 

Trefonen.10 1 1 8 18 39 1 


English Rugby Clubs 

National League 3 Midlands 

P W D L F A P 

Nuneaton.13 10 1 2 361 209 49 

Sheffield.13 10 0 3 346204 48 

B’ham & Solihulll3 9 1 3 255 215 40 

Broadstreet.13 7 1 5 338228 38 

Towcestrians.... 13 6 1 6 297267 36 

Old Halesoniansl 3 7 0 6 297282 34 

Derby.13 6 0 7 347322 34 

Longton.13 6 0 7 348383 32 

Sandbach.13 6 0 7 308305 31 

P’borough Lionsl 3 5 2 6 261 298 30 

Bridgnorth.13 5 0 8 277270 27 

Lichfield.13 4 1 8 263418 26 

Bedford Athletic 13 3 0 10 297356 21 

Syston.13 3 1 9 174412 14 


Midlands 1 West 

P W D L F A P 

Newport, Salop 13 11 1 1 422 272 54 

Bournville.13 10 0 3 471 338 50 

Burton.13 9 1 3 429 215 49 

Dudley Kings.... 13 7 0 6 345 270 35 

Stratford UAvonl 3 6 0 7 331 291 35 

Wolverhampton 13 7 0 6 222 276 31 

Hereford.13 6 1 6 229275 30 

Stoke on Trent.. 13 5 1 7 272 280 30 

Worcester.13 6 1 6 263 287 29 

Whitchurch.13 6 0 7 234 275 28 

Moseley Oak.... 13 5 0 8 323394 28 

Crewe/Nantwich13 4 1 8 317362 26 

Sutton Coldfield 13 4 0 9 217318 22 

Kenilworth.13 2 0 11 214436 12 

Midlands 2 West North 

P W D L F A P 

S’bridge Lions.. 10 8 1 1 354156 43 

Camp Hill.10 7 0 3 352183 38 

Leek.10 7 0 3 403175 37 

Walsall.10 7 1 2 265132 36 

Kidderminster ..10 6 0 4 259191 29 

Tamworth.10 6 0 4 208 227 26 

Veseyans.10 5 0 5 156 242 23 

Stafford.10 4 0 6 185 229 20 

N’castle, Staffs. 10 3 0 7 134314 15 

Old Saltleians... 10 3 0 7 120 255 14 

Old Yardleians ..10 2 0 8 161 297 13 

Shrewsbury.10 1 0 9 104300 7 

Midlands 3 West North 

P W D L F A P 

Ludlow.10 9 0 1 501 145 46 

Burntwood.10 9 0 1 382169 44 

Cleobury M.10 8 0 2 372 200 40 

Handsworth.10 7 0 3 310 244 36 

Telford Hornets 10 6 0 4 148216 24 

Uttoxeter.10 4 0 6 265 252 21 

Edwardians.10 5 0 5 260 263 20 

Cannock.10 4 0 6 201 309 20 

Harborne.10 4 0 6 235306 15 

Willenhall.10 2 0 8 202363 13 

Clee Hill.10 1 0 9 142304 8 

Eccleshall.10 1 0 9 154401 8 

Midlands 4 West North 

P W D L F A P 

Trentham.10 9 0 1 417100 45 

Rugeley.10 8 0 2 202170 38 

Barton-U-N’wd 10 8 0 2 220116 37 

Bloxwich.9 7 0 2 171 115 32 

Five Ways OE... 10 5 0 5 158150 22 

Wednesbury.10 5 0 5 178176 22 

Essington.10 4 0 6 140170 22 

Aston OE.10 4 0 6 157 207 21 

Yardley & Dist.... 9 3 0 6 126 200 15 

Bishops Castle. 10 3 0 7 120 226 15 

St Leonards.10 2 0 8 144196 13 

Church Stretton 10 1 0 9 66273 6 

Midlands 5 West North 

P W D L F A P 

Market Drayton ..6 5 0 1 175 60 25 

Greyhound.6 4 0 2 268132 21 

Chaddesley C.6 4 0 2 115124 17 

Tenbury.6 3 0 3 155110 17 

Aldridge.6 3 0 3 125114 16 

Stourport.6 1 0 5 60203 5 

Warley.6 1 0 5 91 246 5 

Northern Division 

South Lancs/Cheshire 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Douglas I0M.... 13 11 0 2 458 224 52 

Liverpool St H.. 13 9 0 4 410 268 48 

Broughton Pk... 14 9 0 5 553 242 47 

Bowdon.13 9 0 4 465 283 47 

Manchester.13 9 1 3 425 262 46 

Glossop.12 9 0 3 319160 44 

Widnes.14 8 0 6 379 292 43 

New Brighton ...14 8 0 6 329383 35 

Southport.11 7 0 4 275 265 34 

Sefton.14 6 0 8 296325 28 

Manchester M.. 13 2 1 10 246394 17 

Anselmians.13 2 0 11 253513 10 

Wigan.13 1 0 12 118532 7 

Oswestry.12 0 0 12 131 514 -4 


Stonehouse Brewery 
Oswestry & District 
Domino League 

P W S L F A P 


C Foxes G’wen. 13 8 
TWLOswestry 13 8 
Penybont Inn.... 13 6 
YOV Oswestry.. 13 6 
B’ford A Knock. 13 5 
B L Oswestry A 12 5 
H’shoe L’blodwel13 6 
Station Lffraid.. 13 5 

Lion Lffraid.13 4 

B H Maesbrook 13 5 
BL Oswestry B 13 5 
Oak Oswestry.. 13 2 
Bell Oswestry... 12 2 
W’stay Llansilin 13 


2 50 28 19 

2 3 44 34 18 

5 2 42 36 17 

3 4 49 29 15 

5 3 42 36 15 

4 3 39 33 14 

2 5 41 37 14 

4 4 40 38 14 

4 5 40 38 12 

2 6 37 41 12 

1 7 37 41 11 

5 6 32 46 9 

4 6 31 41 8 

2 11 16 62 


Wellington Winter 
Dominoes League 

P W L F A 


Malt Shovel A... 


Malt Shovel B..., 
Captain Webb... 

Woolpack. 

Park Hotel A. 

Park Hotel B. 

Railway. 


1 45 18 22 

2 37 26 19 

4 32 31 16 

4 29 34 14 

3 26 37 13 

..7 2 5 29 34 11 

..7 3 4 29 34 10 

..7 1 6 25 38 7 


Midland Men’s Hockey 
League 

1st Team League 
Midlands 1 

P W D L F A P 

Rugby &E War 11 10 0 1 50 22 30 

Sutton Coldfield 11 8 0 3 40 23 24 

Barton.11 7 2 2 54 32 23 

Edgbaston.11 7 1 3 34 24 22 

Warwick.11 6 2 3 31 20 20 

Stone.11 5 1 5 39 35 16 

Old Halesoniansl 1 5 1 5 19 26 16 

Warwick Uni ....11 5 0 6 32 44 15 

Bridgnorth.11 3 0 8 26 35 9 

Burton.11 3 1 7 20 40 9 

Sikh U (Notts) ..11 2 0 9 25 46 6 

N’mpton Saints 11 1 0 10 26 49 3 


Midlands 2 


P W 

Hampton-in-Ardll 8 

Chesterfield.11 8 

Boots.11 7 

Telford & Wrekinl 1 8 

Stratford.11 6 

Streetly.11 3 

Finchfield.11 3 

Cov & Nth War. 11 3 

Old Silhillians... 11 3 

Shrewsbury.11 2 

Leicester.11 1 

Coalville.11 1 


F A P 

50 31 27 
55 24 26 
72 27 24 
44 34 24 
37 20 21 
39 48 12 
32 46 12 
28 40 11 
23 49 10 
26 43 7 

21 42 6 

21 44 5 


West Midlands 
P W D 

Bloxwich .10 8 1 

Bromsgrove.10 8 0 

Stafford.10 ’ " 

Sikh U (Cov’try) 10 
Market Drayton 10 
Solihull B’field ..10 
A’ridge & W’sall 10 

Ludlow..10 

Wednesbury.10 1 

K Heath Pick.... 10 1 
Leamington.10 0 


3 0 


Premier 
L F A P 

1 33 12 25 

2 40 17 24 

1 32 15 23 

2 37 25 20 

3 38 22 19 

4 24 17 16 

4 29 25 14 
7 24 35 9 

7 15 41 5 

8 13 37 4 

10 13 52 0 


West Midlands 1 


P W D L F A P 


Redditch.9 8 0 1 39 8 24 

West Bromwich.. 9 8 0 1 45 16 24 

Wolverhampton.. 9 7 0 2 28 8 21 

Old Wulfrunians. 9 6 0 3 35 15 18 

Pershore.9 6 0 3 36 21 18 

Droitwich Spa.... 9 4 0 5 20 26 12 

Yardley.9 2 0 7 14 33 6 

Newtown.9 2 0 7 11 41 3 

E’sham & B’sey. 9 1 0 8 9 37 0 

9 1 o 8 7 39 0 


Pontesbury Indoor 
Cricket League 

P W L P 

Grasshoppers.4 4 0 40 

Alberbury A.4 3 1 31 

Condover.3 3 0 25 

Montgomery.4 2 2 23 

Acton Reynald.3 2 1 20 

Alberbury B.4 1 3 16 

Calypsos.3 0 3 7 

Beacon.2 0 2 3 

Church Stretton.3 0 3 3 

Ron’s Gents 
Hairdressing 
Shrewsbury & District 
Domino League 

Division One 
P W D L F A P 

Frankwell CC.... 12 6 6 0 58 38 18 

Telepost.12 6 4 2 55 41 16 

Rock A.11 7 2 2 54 34 16 

Telegraph CB.... 12 5 5 2 53 43 15 

Belle Vue Tavern12 5 5 2 50 46 15 

Horseshoes.12 4 5 3 48 48 13 

Monkmoor/Belv 12 4 4 4 47 49 12 

Brooklands A... 12 4 3 5 46 50 11 

Rock B.11 4 3 4 45 43 11 

Boars Head.12 4 3 5 45 51 11 

Corbett UffA.... 12 4 2 6 41 55 10 

Cross Foxes B.. 12 3 3 6 47 49 9 

Unison.12 3 3 6 44 52 9 

Compasses A.. 12 2 4 6 43 53 8 

Reman/Compas12 2 4 6 42 54 8 

Crown A.12 3 2 7 42 54 8 

Division Two 
P W D L F A P 

RockC.12 6 4 2 58 38 16 

Woodman A.12 6 4 2 57 39 16 

Woodman B.12 6 3 3 50 46 15 

Telegraph A.12 6 2 4 52 44 14 

Monkmoor.12 6 2 4 50 46 14 

Red Lion.12 6 2 4 48 48 14 

Telegraph RO... 12 5 2 5 51 45 12 

Beeches A.12 4 4 4 49 47 12 

Pnce of Wales A12 3 6 3 47 49 12 

Harry Hotspur.. 12 4 4 4 46 50 12 

Plough.11 4 3 4 44 44 11 

Compasses B ..11 4 2 5 41 47 10 

Harlescott SC... 12 3 3 6 45 51 9 

Telegraph B.12 3 3 6 41 55 9 

Masonic B.11 2 3 6 40 48 7 

11 2 1 8 33 55 5 


Division Three 
P W D L F 

Horseshoes A.. 11 10 0 1 63 

Old Bell.11 8 2 1 54 

Admiral Duncan 11 5 3 3 44 

Bull in Barn B... 12 4 4 4 47 

Bird.11 4 4 3 46 

Cressage.11 5 2 4 45 

Anchor HG.11 4 3 4 45 

Corbett B.11 4 3 4 43 

Beeches B.10 4 2 4 42 

Masonic A.12 4 1 7 43 

Bagley.11 3 3 5 40 

Compasses BH 10 3 3 4 40 

Bull in Barn A... 11 2 3 6 40 

Rock D.11 2 3 6 39 

Cross Foxes A.. 10 2 0 8 25 

Division Four 
P W D L F 
HeathgatesA... 10 8 1 1 50 

Wheatsheaf.10 7 0 3 45 

Brick Copthorne 10 5 3 2 44 

Red Lion.10 5 1 4 47 

Greenfields BC. 10 4 3 3 44 

Coach.9 4 2 3 41 

Dolphin.8 4 2 2 36 

Inn on Green.9 4 1 4 35 

Crown B.9 2 4 3 36 

Prince B.9 2 3 4 31 

Brooklands B.8 1 3 4 27 

Three Fishes.8 1 2 5 23 

Brittania.10 0 1 9 


A P 

25 20 
34 18 

44 13 
49 12 

42 12 

43 12 
43 11 

45 11 

38 10 
53 9 


40 9 


55 


A P 

30 17 

35 14 

36 13 
33 11 
36 11 

31 10 
28 10 


37 9 


62 1 


Wem & District Darts 

P W L F A P 

Hole in the Wall.9 8 1 59 22 16 

Stanton Arms.9 8 1 59 22 16 

Red Castle.9 8 1 57 24 16 

Castle Hotel.9 6 3 55 26 12 

White Lion.8 4 4 38 34 8 

DickinArms.9 4 5 39 42 8 

Prees Club.9 4 5 39 42 8 

Wem United Services9 4 5 34 47 8 

Foxlnn.8 3 5 34 38 6 

Wem Cricket Club ....9 3 6 31 50 6 

Wem Sports & Social9 1 8 21 60 2 

Tilstock BTC.9 0 9 11 70 0 

Wem & District 
Dominoes League 

P W L F A P 

Wem Cricket Club ....9 7 2 44 37 14 

Stanton Arms.9 6 3 47 34 12 

White Lion.8 6 2 41 31 12 

DickinArms.9 6 3 42 39 12 

Wem Sports & Social9 6 3 42 39 12 

Red Castle.9 6 3 41 40 12 

Wem United Services9 4 5 43 38 8 

Foxlnn.8 4 4 35 37 8 

Prees Club.9 3 6 41 40 6 

Castle Hotel.9 3 6 38 43 6 

Hole in the Wall.9 2 7 36 45 4 

Tilstock BTC.9 0 9 27 54 0 

Telford Singles & 
Doubles Domino League 


P F 

11 60 39 21 

Maddocks.11 55 44 20 

Albion.11 52 47 19 

RecClub.10 50 40 19 

Bulls Head A.10 51 39 17 

Bulls Head B.10 46 44 17 

Talbot.10 43 47 16 

Horseshoes B.10 48 42 15 

White Hart.10 45 45 15 

Railway A.11 46 53 13 

Wendy House.11 42 57 13 

White Horse FR.11 40 59 12 

Railway B.10 42 48 11 

Park Hotel.10 37 53 11 


Market Drayton & Dis¬ 
trict Billiards & Snooker 


League 

Snooker Division 1 

p w D L 

Raven.9 8 1 0 ; 

Newport Literary B.9 6 3 0 1 

Hodnet B.9 4 14! 

Newport Legion A.9 4 2 3 ! 

Newport Literary C.9 4 1 4 " 

EdgmondB.9 3 4 2 " 

EdgmondD.10 3 2 5 ' 

Con Club.9 3 2 4- 

Newport Literary A.9 3 3 3 ' 

Newport Legion B.9 0 3 6 

Market Drayton Legion A.9 0 2 7 

Snooker Division 2 

P W D L 

Market Drayton Legion D10 5 5 0 ! 

Newport Literary D.9 5 3 11 

Calverhall.9 2 6 1 ; 

Hodnet C.9 3 3 3 ' 

EdgmondA.9 3 4 2 " 

Hodnet D.9 3 3 3 " 

EdgmondC.9 2 4 3 " 

Hales.9 1 6 2- 

Market Drayton Legion C. 9 2 2 5 " 

Newport Legion C.9 14 4" 

Hodnet A.9 2 2 5 ' 

Billiards Table 

P W D L 

Market Drayton Leg A.9 6 0 3 ! 

Market Drayton Leg B.8 6 0 2 ! 

Hodnet B.9 4 0 5 1 

Hodnet A.8 2 0 6 " 

Newport Legion.8 3 0 5" 


Duke of York Sunday 
Morning Domino League 

P W L F A P 

24 19 5 72 48 38 
24 17 7 70 50 34 
24 15 9 68 52 30 
24 13 11 61 59 26 
24 13 11 60 60 26 
24 12 12 62 58 24 
24 7 17 51 69 14 
23 6 17 52 63 12 
23 5 18 39 76 10 


Lamb. 

Coalport B... 

Lion. 

Foresters. 

Station. 

Duke of York 

Alex. 

Coalport A... 


Arthur Hawkins Newport 
District Domino League 


P w 

Lion.12 10 55 75 

Bowling Club A.12 8 47 63 

Legion Aces..12 7 47 61 

Legion Seamers.12 6 44 56 

Wheatsheaf Bees.12 6 42 54 

Childs Ercall Club.12 7 40 54 

Three Horseshoes.12 6 40 52 

Bowling Club B.12 4 36 44 

Legion Yorkers.12 3 37 43 

Wheatsheaf Wasps.12 3 32 38 

Results 

Wheatsheaf Bees 3 Legion Aces 4; Legion 
Seamers 2 Three Horseshoes 5; Bowling 
Club B 4 Bowling Club A 3; Lion 5 Childs 
Ercall Club 2; Legion Yorkers 6 Wheatsheaf 
Waspsl 


Insight Building Solu¬ 
tions Newport Singles 
League 

P W D L F A P 

Ben Longstaff... 11 7 4 0 18 4 18 

Colin Pink.11 8 1 2 17 5 17 

AntHeathcote.. 11 7 3 1 17 5 17 

Mick Collins.11 7 2 2 16 6 16 

Neil Dale.11 6 4 1 16 6 16 

Anthony Allen... 11 5 5 1 15 7 15 

Paul Lucas.10 5 4 1 14 6 14 

Mick Hughes.... 11 5 4 2 14 8 14 

Andy Lewis.11 4 6 1 14 8 14 

Ed Keenan.11 4 6 1 14 8 14 

Greg Heathcote 11 4 5 2 13 9 13 

StuMorrey.11 4 3 4 11 11 11 

Dean Smith.11 2 7 2 11 11 11 

Jack Jones.11 2 7 2 11 11 11 

Greg Quinn.11 4 2 5 10 12 10 

Luke Jones.11 3 4 4 10 12 10 

Johnny Holland 10 2 6 2 10 10 10 

Phil Prinold.11 2 5 4 9 13 9 

Antony Winfield 11 2 4 5 8 14 8 

Adam Stone.11 2 3 6 7 15 7 

Scott Smith.11 1 5 5 7 15 7 

Martin Porter... 11 2 2 7 6 16 6 

Mike Jones.11 1 4 6 6 16 6 

Charlie Haywardll 2 1 8 5 17 5 

Billy Holland.11 1 3 7 5 17 5 

Ryan Langford .11 0 0 11 0 22 0 


Shrewsbury & District 
Snooker League 

Bright Motors League One 

P W L F A P 

Stanton A..11 9 2 39 16 42 

Unison D.11 8 3 39 16 39 

Harlescott A.10 7 3 34 16 36 

Wem USC A.10 8 2 33 17 33 

Beaconsfield B.10 5 5 27 23 27 

Harlescott B.11 5 6 26 29 26 

Beaconsfield A.10 5 5 26 24 26 

Meole Brace F.11 4 7 22 33 26 

Unison A.10 6 4 24 26 24 

Meole Brace A.10 3 7 24 26 24 

Harlescott D.10 4 6 21 29 22 

Preston Brockhurst 10 3 7 19 31 19 

Bagley B.11 3 8 15 40 15 

Unison B.11 2 9 15 40 15 


ABF Carpets League Two 

P W L F A P 

Wem USC C.11 10 1 42 13 42 

Bagley C.12 10 2 41 19 41 

Unison F.11 7 4 38 17 39 

Meole Brace D.11 8 3 35 20 35 

Meole G.11 6 5 32 23 32 

Old Shrewsbury A.. 11 7 4 32 23 31 

Harlescott C.11 7 4 30 25 30 

Unison C.12 5 7 26 34 27 

Beaconsfield C.11 5 6 26 29 26 

Bagley A.12 5 7 26 34 26 

Unison E.11 4 7 21 34 21 

Harlescott E.11 3 8 21 34 21 

Meole Brace E.11 3 8 19 36 19 

Wem USC B.10 3 7 16 33 16 

Harlescott F.11 0 11 10 45 10 

Results 

Bright Motors League One 

Stanton 5 (plus one bonus point) Harlescott 
B 0; Harlescott A 3 Beaconsfield A 2; Unison 
B 1 Bagley B 4; Unison D 3 Meole F 2; 
Harlescott D 4 Meole A 1; Wem USC A 5 
Preston Brockhurst A 0 

ABF Carpets Leaguet Two 
Bagley A 3 Harlescott F 2; Harlescotte 1 
Wem USC C 4; Unison C 2 Harlescott C 3; 
Old Shrewsbury A1 Bagley C 4; Beacons¬ 
field C 1 Unison F 4; Meoled 4 Meolee 1; 
Meole G 3 Wem USC B 2 


Telford Snooker League 

Heath Hill Building & Roofing 
Division 1 

P W L F A 

Maddocks A.10 9 1 36 14 

Dawley C.10 8 2 36 14 

Shifnal B.10 8 2 35 15 

Hadley B.10 7 3 31 19 

Dawley A.10 6 4 29 21 

EdenG.10 4 6 21 29 

Eden A.10 4 6 20 30 

Maddocks E.10 4 6 19 31 

BayleyE.10 2 8 17 33 

Shifnal F.10 2 8 16 34 

BayleyB.10 1 9 15 35 

Roden Scaffold Division 2 

P W L F A 

Maddocks C.11 7 4 38 17 

BayleyD.11 8 3 35 20 

Maddocks F.11 8 3 33 22 

Dawley B.11 7 4 33 22 

Eden Elite.11 7 4 33 22 

Shifnal D.11 7 4 32 23 

Maddocks 2nd.11 6 5 30 25 

Anstice B (Dawley).11 5 6 27 28 

BayleyCue.11 4 7 20 35 

Bayley Lads.11 3 8 20 35 

Allscott.11 4 7 19 36 

Bayley Z.11 0 11 10 45 

Horsehay & Dawley 
Licensees Domino 
League 

P W L F A P 

Bulls Head B.9 6 3 43 29 43 

Bulls Head A.9 6 3 41 31 41 

Elizabethan.9 5 4 38 34 38 

Three Crowns.8 5 3 33 31 33 

White Horse A.9 4 5 33 39 33 

Travellers Joy.9 4 5 32 42 32 

Queens Head.8 4 4 31 33 31 

Madeley CC.8 2 6 29 35 29 

White Horse B.7 3 4 26 30 26 

Forresters.6 2 4 21 27 21 

Results 

Elizabethan 5 White Horse B 3; Madeley 
CC 3 Queens Head 5; Bulls Head B 7 Three 
Crowns 1; White Horse A 3 Travellers Joy 5; 
Forresters 3 Bulls Head A 5 

Robin Jones Shrewsbury 
Invitational Domino 
League 

P W L D F A P 

BVT .14 10 3 1 66 46 21 

Telegraph.14 7 2 5 62 50 19 

Compasses.14 8 4 2 68 44 18 

FCC .14 6 3 5 61 51 17 

Dog& Pheasant 14 7 5 2 55 57 16 

Telepost.14 6 4 4 57 55 16 

HSC.13 6 3 4 56 48 16 

Albion.14 5 5 4 56 56 14 

Heathgates.14 5 6 3 52 60 13 

Anchor.14 4 5 5 55 57 13 

Rock & Fountain 13 4 5 4 56 48 12 

Postal .14 5 8 1 50 62 11 

POW.14 4 7 3 52 60 11 

Cross Foxes .... 13 3 7 3 47 57 9 

Masonic.13 2 6 5 46 58 9 

Brooklands.14 2 11 1 40 72 5 

Elcock Reisen Broseley 
Dominoes League 

P W L F A P 

Albion.10 7 3 41 29 62 

Red Lion.10 7 3 39 31 60 

Lion B.10 7 3 39 31 60 

Down/Outs.10 5 5 37 33 52 

Pressies.10 5 5 36 34 51 

3 Lions.9 5 4 32 31 47 

Old Boys.9 3 6 26 37 35 

Lion A.10 3 7 29 41 35 

Cricket.10 2 8 29 41 35 

Newport Domino League 

P W F A P 

Honeysuckle AC.11 9 51 36 69 

Bowling Club B.11 7 44 33 58 

Bowling Club A.10 7 36 34 50 

Legion Bees.10 6 33 37 45 

New Bowlers.11 4 35 42 43 

Honeysuckle.11 4 35 42 43 

Malts.11 4 34 43 42 

Kings Head.11 2 33 44 37 

Results 

Bowling Club A 3 Legion Bees 4; Honey¬ 
suckle 3 New Bowlers 4; Kings Head 2 Hon¬ 
eysuckle A C 5; Malts 2 Bowling Club B 5 

Wheatland Indoor 
Cricket League 

Division 1 

p w L P 

Grasshoppers A.6 6 0 36 

Frankton.6 4 2 24 

CoundA.6 3 3 18 

Shelton.6 2 4 12 

Willey.6 2 4 12 

Condover.6 1 5 6 

Division 2 

P W L P 

Alberbury.6 5 1 30 

Beacon.6 5 1 30 

Grasshoppers B.6 5 1 30 

CaeGlas.6 2 4 12 

CoundB.6 1 5 6 

Church Stretton.6 0 6 0 

Results 
Division 1 

Condover 67-2 (Mark Griffiths 19 not out) 
Frankton 69-5 (Jordan Parry 35 not out, 
Charlie Rogers 2-13); Willey 56-4 (Stuart 
Walters 19) Grasshoppers A 57-1 (Jack 
Edwards 17 not out); Shelton conceded to 
Cound A 

Division 2 

Alberbury 143-1 (Mark Jones 27 not out 
Lara Jones 25 not out Paul Wilkes 25 not 
out) Church Stretton 68-4 (Gabriel Williams 
19, Sahim Zaza 2-17); Cae Glas 77-4 
(George Candler 20) Grasshoppers B 78-2 
(Keith Sambrook 25 not out); Beacon 82-4 
(Mike Turner 30 not out) Cound B 78-4 (Kyle 
Marsh 24, Mat Cliffe 2-13) 

Bridgnorth & District 
Domino League 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Golden Lion.10 6 3 1 48 32 15 

AFC A.10 6 2 2 45 35 14 

HighleyWMC... 10 6 1 3 42 38 13 

Fosters A.10 4 3 2 42 38 11 

Islanders.10 4 3 3 42 38 11 

Malt Shovel.10 2 5 3 40 40 9 

Chelmarsh A.... 10 2 4 4 39 41 8 

Alveley SSC.10 2 3 5 35 45 7 

Bowling Club A 10 2 3 5 35 4 7 

Goldens.10 1 3 6 32 48 5 

Division 2 

P W D L F A P 

Bylet.8 5 3 0 38 26 13 

Royal Oak.9 5 2 2 39 33 12 

Fosters B.9 3 5 1 39 33 11 

WoodberryInn...9 4 2 3 39 33 10 

Rugby Club.9 2 5 2 34 38 9 

AFC B.9 3 2 4 39 33 8 

Bowling Club B.. 9 3 2 4 34 38 8 

Chelmarsh B.9 3 1 5 34 38 7 

DukeofYork.9 1 0 8 24 4 2 
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Improving 
Eagles are 
starting to 
turn the tide 

OSWESTRY are getting closer to 
that elusive win in rugby’s South 
Lancs and Cheshire One after suf¬ 
fering a 25-16 loss at Widnes to re¬ 
main adrift at the foot of the table. 

It was their 12th defeat in a row, 
but the Eagles could take heart 
from their performance against 
the Cheshire men who ran out 
emphatic 54-13 winners when the 
sides met earlier in the season. 

This time, it was a different 
story with the Os men running 
their hosts close, despite Widnes 
having the better of the first half 
as they exploited mistakes from 
their visitors to run in three tries 
for a 17-0 lead. 

After the shaky start, Oswestry 
started to get the game together 
with captain Andy Smith urging 
his side on as they began to find 
their way through the Widnes de¬ 
fence. 

Their pressure paid off as a pen¬ 
alty from Ryan Sorrell reduced the 
arrears to 17-3 at the interval, and 
the Eagles were up for the battle 
after the break as they looked to 
exploit the Widnes weaknesses. 

Widnes relieved the pressure 
with a penalty to go 20-6 up, but 
the Eagles continued to attack 
with some stirring moves and 
rucks, while out scrummaging the 
Widnes pack who again conceded a 
host of penalties, one of which was 
kicked by Sorrell. 

Widnes managed to cling on, 
and stunned their visitors with an 
unconverted score to extend their 
lead to 25-9 to take a grip on the 
game. 

Undaunted, Oswestry were 
again on the front foot, making 
a mockery of their lowly league 
position as they took the game 
to Widnes with the pack driving 
forward to provide quick ball for 
the backs as they chased a well 
deserved try. 

It came with the Eagles pack 
camped on the Widnes line. After 
the hosts conceded yet more penal¬ 
ties, Oswestry opted for the scrum 
which saw them power over with 
Lanyon Bowdler man-of-the match 
Phil Drury touching down for a 
try, which was converted. 


Welshpool’s 
rally just not 
quite enough 

A BATTLING fightback just fell 
short as Welshpool were edged out 
26-19 at home to unbeaten Llangol¬ 
len to dent their revival in rugby’s 
North Two East. 

Pool were looking to make it 
three straight wins after previous 
successes, 20-19 away to Flint, and 
28-26 against promotion chasing 
Llanidloes. 

But their hopes receded as they 
found themselves 23-0 down fol¬ 
lowing a slow start before staging a 
spirited rally to at least earn a losing 
bonus point. 

Pool had gone into the game one 
point behind Llangollen who had 
won 12-0 at home when the sides 
met earlier in the season. Their vis¬ 
itors are still unbeaten, having won 
all six league outings. 

Despite the loss, Welshpool remain 
in fifth position and will be hopeful 
of returning to winning ways in Sat¬ 
urday’s schedule trip to struggling 
Rhos whom they hammered 68-21 
earlier in the season. 

Without a game last weekend, 
COBRA return to duty with a 
crunch home clash with Colwyn Bay 
as they battle to escape relegation 
dangers in the North Wales League 
division one. 

The Meifod men slipped into the 
bottom two after their disappointing 
32-15 reverse at fellow strugglers 
Ruthin in the previous action, that 
result following an 80-7 hammering 
at high flying Nant Conwy. 

Looking for much needed points, 
COBRA had led 15-10 at half time 
against Ruthin, but it all went 
wrong after the break with defeat 
seeing them leapfrogged by their 
hosts. 

COBRA’s youngsters took the 
local bragging rights as they over¬ 
came Powys rivals Welshpool 12-3 
in the North Wales Youth Division 
Two. 


Hot shot! Nicoll is 
athletics' top gun 



Right on target - shot putter Adele Nicoll easily won the shooting competition 


ATHLETICS by John Bridgwater 


SHOOTING and athletics may not 
be sports immediately associated 
but young Welshpool shot putt star 
Adele Nicoll was grateful for the op¬ 
portunity to broaden her horizons 
with the help of two Commonwealth 
Games athletes. 

The 20-year-old Birchfield Harrier was one of 
four young sport stars to enjoy a shooting mas¬ 
terclass at Cardiff s SportsWales Centre with 
Commonwealth gold medallist David Phelps and 
his wife, fellow Glasgow 2014 competitor Sheree 
Cox. 

The duo, who have more than 40 years com¬ 
petitive experience between them, tutored the 
athletes on how to shoot a .177 air rifle, as well 
as running a workshop on mental skills training 
as part of an SSE Next Generation experience 
day. 

And as Nicoll comfortably secured top spot in 
the resulting tournament, she admits she rel¬ 
ished the chance to try something new and pick 
up transferable skills along the way. 

“I really enjoyed the day, it was so interesting 
and something I would never have done without 
this opportunity,” she said. 

“And I managed to win the competition, so 
that is always a plus - it makes me enjoy it even 
more. 

“I’m going to take away some really important 
lessons from today, particularly some of what we 
were taught in the goal setting session. 

“I found that really interesting because Sheree 
was talking to us about how she deals with nega¬ 
tive thoughts to get them out of her mind before 
a competition. 

“It’s great to be in a room with such experi¬ 
enced athletes and to have lessons from them, 
especially as shooting is something that I have 
never done before. To learn from the best is the 
best way to start. 

“The SSE Next Generation programme are 
amazing at putting on events like this, and I 
think it is really important that we learn about 
other sports in order to widen our knowledge.” 

Cox now works as a chiropractor and sports 
masseuse but enjoyed a 12-year international ca¬ 
reer, including competing at the Delhi and Glas¬ 
gow Commonwealth Games. 

She was also supported along the way by 
SportsAid, a charity involved with the SSE Next 
Generation programme - with Nicoll one of 100 


athletes currently supported on the scheme. 

And Cox admitted the application and enthusiasm 
shown by Nicoll despite the new environment had not 
gone unnoticed. 

“I’ve been really impressed with Adele,” she said. 
“You could see the focus and competitive edge all the 
athletes had, they immediately wanted to do better, 
they wanted to try it again and try a little bit more. 

“I just really wanted to share my experience and tell 


them any tricks or tips I’ve picked up over the years 
and how it can help in other sports as well. 

“It’s always good to listen to different sports and 
how they deal with nerves and pressure. Even I’ve 
learnt some stuff from some off the kids. 

“Shooting is one of those sports where it’s not nec¬ 
essarily the physical side of things but more the men¬ 
tality of how you approach it and you can apply that 
to other sports.” 


Eagles' Ul7s side are top of the league 



The Oswestry Rugby Club under-17s side who who have hit top spot in the NW Junior Colts Conference C table 


A STIRRING display took Oswestry under-17s top 
of the NW Junior Colts Conference C with a 19-12 
victory away to previous leaders Blackburn. 

Making the trip north, the young Eagles were 
fired up knowing a win would not only inflict Black¬ 
burn’s first defeat but also take them to the summit. 

From the first whistle, both sides showed why 
they are fighting for the league title, but it was 
Oswestry who started the brighter and before long 
were pegging back Blackburn’s defence on their 
own try line only for multiple plays to just break 
down at the very end. 

The battle continued throughout the first half 
with the encounter in the balance, but Oswestry 
were enjoying more possession and territory and 
started to look very dangerous. 

Half time came around with the scores still stand¬ 
ing at 0-0 with both sides showing how much this 
game meant to each club. 

After a fiery talk at the break, Oswestry came out 
of the blocks like an Olympic sprinter and some fan- 


RUGBY by John Bridgwater 


tastic forward play down the right side of the pitch 
freed up some quick ball for the backs to have a go. 

The ball shifted from right to left with ease until 
it reached outside centre Nick Williamson who spot¬ 
ted a gap and took the opportunity to burst through 
several players and slide under the sticks. 

It was a superb move from the forwards and out 
to the backs, and Wil Millington added the extra two 
points with ease. 

The restart proved to be in Blackburn’s favour 
straight away as a quick turnover from a lucky 
bounce put them in a great position, and they ran 
through to hit straight back at Oswestry, converting 
from the angle to level matters. 

The game stepped up again with the Eagles really 
battling to regain the lead and it soon presented it¬ 
self with a fantastic turnover from the pack which 
saw the ball shipped out quickly to winger Oliver 


Daure who pinned back his ears and ran 80 metres 
to score a fantastic try, beating several players along 
the way. Millington converted again for a 14-7 ad¬ 
vantage. 

With 10 minutes to go, Blackburn won a penalty 
five metres out and quickly took a tap to go over and 
reduce the arrears to 14-12. 

The Lancashire hosts then missed a penalty that 
would have given them the lead, before Oswestry 
sealed the win with the last play of the game when 
the ball was flashed out to Williamson again to run 
in a try and score his second try in the corner to 
complete a fantastic performance by the junior 
colts. 

They will look to keep their place at the top of the 
table when they host Fleetwood in their last game 
of the year on Sunday (12:30 kick off). 

OSWESTRY II, whose Freshet League division 
four clash against Macclesfield was called off as 
their opponents were sruggling to raise a side, now 
tavel to Northwich on Saturday. 


Latest golf 
returns from 
Shropshire 
golf clubs 

BRIDGNORTH 

Bottle Shotgun: T Merritt and G McKenna 
63; M Hodgson and P Dyson 65; I Wilson and 
A James 66; S Butler and A Jones 66; A Lewis 
and D Morgan 67; B Cox and M Jones 67; M 
Leszynszki and H McNeill 69; T Edmonds and R 
Speke 69; S Fitzpatrick and A Legge 69; S Law 
and D Harris 69. 

HENLLE PARK 

Club Individual Stableford Division 1: C 

Jones 41 pts (cb); M A Jones 41 pts; D S Jones 
38pts. Division 2: B Mackenzie 41 pts; G Peate 
39pts; R Harris 36pts. 

Mixed Christmas Comp: D Edwards & J 
Maxted 43pts; T & K Gleave 42pts (cb); R Grin- 
dley & A Tomley 42pts. 

Seniors’ Turkey Trot Division 1: C Vernall 
41 pts; M Morris lOpts. Division 2: M Cunning¬ 
ham 42pts; C Parker 40pts. 

Bowmaker: J Postle, C Chare & A Wright 
88pts; C Andrews, T Gleave & P Coombes 
87pts; T Davies, P Hampson & A Elwin 83pts. 

HILL VALLEY 

Ladies’ Turkey Trot (Sapphire) 9 Holes: G 

Ellwood 13pts; B Siertsema 13pts; A Wilson 
12pts. 

Turkey Trot (Emerald) 9 Holes: S Wynn 
16pts; I Stiles 16pts; G Thomas 14pts. 

Turkey Trot December (Emerald) 9 Holes: 

S Wynn 15pts; C Ellwood 14pts; B Siertsema 
12pts. 

LLANYMYNECH 

November Medal: G Evans 82-17= 65; 
A M Williams 73-7=66; J Clewlow 72-6=66; 
C Andrew 90-23=67; T Weetman 73-6=67; G 
Owens 80-13= 67; J Smith 79-11=68; T Fair- 
clough 90 -22=68; D Griffiths 73-5=68; D Evans 
90-22=68; N Clewlow 78-9=69; B Beckett 80- 
11=69; D Yapp 88-19=69; J Bailey 77-8=69; I 
Rodger 75-6=69; S Pritchard 78-9=69; J Clea- 
ton 82-13=69. 

Xmas Competitions - Texas Scramble: 

D Collins, K Davies, J Cookson, D Jones 56; 
P Whale, P Dunn, S Jones, J Logsdail 56.2; D 
Griffiths, B Beckett, P Ord, A Lewis 56.4. 

Stableford Waltz (1, 2, 3): J Bailey, C Allen, 
A Gittens, J Turner 93; N Clewlow, K Evans, R 
Davenport, B Suckley 90; S Jones, J Logsdail, 
G Rodger, I Jones 89. 

Stableford Texas: P Humphreys, B Ayers, 
P Jones, N Owen 100; F Morris, G Ashton, D 
Yapp, M Owen 99; A Matthews, C Jones, J 
Jones 98. 

South African Stableford: J Bottomley & T 
Weetman 90; D Caldwell & B Hardy 88. 

Shotgun Foursomes (Daily Mail Qualifier): 
H Barbour & G Evans 65; A Cleaton & J Cleaton 
67; B Griffiths & D Caldwell 68. 

Ladies’ non-qualifying Medal 1 Division 
Winner: C Broughall 70. Runner Up: S McMa¬ 
hon 72. 

MARKET DRAYTON 

Mid-week Stableford: D Orwell (19) 41; T 
Holiday (27) 34; D Griffith (16) 34; P Butterfield 
(17) 32; G Gibbons (28) 32. 

Christmas Turkey Trot: D Birch (11) 42; K 
Smith (23) 37; K Parsons (16) 36; D Garrett (15) 
35; R Thompson (16) 35; N Jefferies (15) 34; P 
Till (17)34; M Taylor (20) 34. 

Ladies’ Christmas Stableford: I Atkinson 
(32) 28; P Chinnock (25) 26; J Barker (22) 26; 
J Harris (27) 26; G Tame (27) 26; M Holmes 
(24) 26. 

MILE END 

Winter Pairs Winners: B Davies & J Wild- 
blood 49pts. Runners Up: P Davies & D Peever 
45 pts. 

Christmas Competition: A Hoyle 41 pts; M 
Godfrey 39pts; B Sharpe 39pts. 

OSWESTRY 

November Stableford Division 1: M Jen¬ 
nings 39; A Hall 38; R Lawrence 37 (cb); P 
Pardoe 37; G Hughes 36 (cb); J Poole 36 (cb). 
Division 2: D Kershaw 40; G Griffiths 39; D 
Hopton 36; T Thompson 35; T Davies 34 (cb); 
A Jones (1894) 34. Division 3: A Pickles 42; R 
Preece 40; M Pardoe 38; P Windham 36 (cb); 
P Huxley 36 (cb); S Chambers 36 (cb). Best 
Gross: A Hall 73. 

THE BROW 

Winter League No 6: P Morris 27pts; K 
Fairbank 25; T Brough 23; K Abbott 22 (cb); P 
Shore 22 (cb). 


Harry nets 
the winner 
for Rangers 

HARRY Morris grabbed the win¬ 
ner for Ellesmere Rangers as they 
maintained their top five spot in the 
West Midlands League premier di¬ 
vision with a 2-1 home win against 
Wolverhampton Casuals. 

Rangers, for whom Connor 
Hughes produced a man of the 
match performance, take on Smeth¬ 
wick at Beech Grove on Saturday. 

Leaders Haughmond face two 
home games before Christmas as 
they seek to strengthen their prom¬ 
ising position at the top of the West 
Midlands League premier division. 

Matt Burton’s ultra consist¬ 
ent leaders take on third-placed 
Malvern Town at the Shrewsbury 
Sports Village on Saturday before a 
Shropshire derby with Shifnal Town 
under the lights at the Sundorne 
venue this Tuesday night. 

Shifnal are the only team Haugh¬ 
mond have not swept aside during 
the course of a stunning run of 18 
wins and a draw from their last 19 
league games. 

Burton’s men drew 1-1 at Shifnal 
on October 1 but they have got the 
better of every other side they have 
come up against during a remarka¬ 
ble hot streak which means they sit 
two points clear of Wolverhampton 
Sporting Community at the top of 
the table. 

“The lads deserve it and they just 
have to keep going,” said Burton. 


























Ellesmere 
swimmer 
Anna is a 
smash hit 

BUDDING swimming star Freya 
Anderson has had a month to re¬ 
member in and out of the pool. 

The Ellesmere College pupil 
was presented with British Swim¬ 
ming’s Emerging swimmer of 
the year award at the prestigious 
event, at the Connaught Rooms in 
London. Anderson has dominated 
in the pool this year in which she 
took a number of honours in¬ 
cluding three titles at this year’s 
British Summer Championships, 
winning the 200m freestyle, 200m 
breaststroke and clinching the 
50m freestyle. 

Olympic Champion and world 
record holder Adam Peaty was 
named British swimming ath¬ 
lete of the year 2016 during the 
evening celebrations. 

“This year, Freya has produced 
a number of outstanding perfor¬ 
mances and impressive times such 
as the one in the women’s 100m 
freestyle which allowed her to 
qualify for the European Junior 
Championships, so this award is 
well deserved,” said Ellesmere Ti¬ 
tans coach Alan Bircher. 

While recently competing at 
Stockport Metro’s Open Meet, 
the 15-year-old also roared to the 
wall first in the women’s open 100 
short course freestyle, stopping 
the clock at 54.26. 

Splitting 26.28/27.98, Anderson 
scored a shiny new British junior 
record in the event, setting fire to 
the previous junior mark of 55.29 
held by Jessica Lloyd since 2010. 

Anderson was the only sub-55- 
second swimmer of the field and 
now holds two British Junior SCM 
records, adding the 100m freestyle 
to her already-established 100 
breaststroke mark of 1:08.36 from 
last year. 

Identified as a member of Brit¬ 
ain’s Podium Potential Program, 
Anderson is no stranger to the in¬ 
ternational podium. 

The Ellesmere College ath¬ 
lete scored the gold in the 100m 
freestyle event at the European 
Championships in Hungary. Her 
winning time of 54.72 sits as 
Britain’s LCM junior record for 
15-year-olds in the event. 

The club’s recognition is not 
only with the pupils, as head coach 
Alan Bircher received the British 
youth coach of the year at the 2016 
British Swimming Coaches Associ¬ 
ation Conference. 


Guils slip as 
second half 
slips costly 

GUILSFIELD slipped to fifth in the 
Huws Gray Cymru Alliance table 
after failing to put the brakes on 
Prestatyn Town as they fell to a 3-0 
home loss to the league leaders. 

After a goalless first period, Guils- 
field succumbed to goals from Preece 
Fairhurst (48), Noah Edwards (64) 
and Jack Kenny (68). They are 
now 14 points adrift of the paceset¬ 
ters who remain unbeaten, and six 
points clear at the top. 

Dan Barton’s men were in the 
hunt at the interval following a 
first half of few chances, but found 
themselves trailing soon after the 
break when they cleared a corner to 
the edge of the box and Fairhurst’s 
strike found the top corner courtesy 
of a wicked deflection. 

Sam Litchield missed a golden 
opportunity to level when putting 
the ball wide at the other end, and 
Prestatyn capitalised with Edwards 
netting a second following a slip 
by keeper Dave Littleford before 
Kenny sealed a deserved victory on 
the break as the home side chased 
the game. 

“There weren’t many chances in 
the first half, it was a bit of a stale¬ 
mate,” said boss Dan Barton. 

“They are a big physical team, but 
I thought we dealt with well in the 
first half, but in the second half we 
were not quite on our game. 

“We had a great chance to level 
which was a massive moment in 
the game, but Prestatyn are a good, 
strong side who deserved the win.” 

Huws Gray Cymru Alliance (2.30 unless 
stated): Caersws v Mold Alex, Flint Town Utd 
v Conwy Borough. Gresford Athletic v Llanfair 
United, Holyhead Hotspur v Guilsfield, Penrhy- 
ncoch v Holywell Town, Prestatyn Town v Caer¬ 
narfon Town, Ruthin Town v Porthmadog. 


Cieslewicz wings in 
for brace on return 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


WINGER Adrian Cieslewicz capped 
his return from injury in fine style as 
The New Saints maintained their un¬ 
blemished record with a 3-1 victory 
against a spirited Cardiff Met Univer¬ 
sity at Park Hall. 

The runaway league leaders had been 
given a fright before storming back late on 
to take the spoils, and stretch their record 
breaking run to 17 games in the Dafabet 
Welsh Premier. 

TNS have now won 23 in all competitions this 
season, with Cieslwicz marking his comeback 
from a serious head injury by firing the third 
goal in the dying seconds to seal victory that 
extended the lead at the top to a mammoth 18 
points. 

The high flying hoss had been made to set be¬ 
fore overcoming the hard-working students who 
had led in the 19th minute through Will Evans 
following a defensive slip. 

But the Saints hit back, with Aeron Edwards 
levelling matters at the break before an own 
goal from Emlyn Lewis and an injury time strike 
from former Wrexham man Cieslewicz settled 
the issue. 

Cieslewicz was making his first appearance 
since suffering a serious head injury against Lla¬ 
ndudno back in August, and Saints boss Craig 
Harrison was delighted at the winger’s sweet 
return. 

“He has worked really hard to get back from 
an horrendous injury, he has been desperate to 
play for the last three or four weeks and he got 
what he deserved today,” he said. 

“Everyone’s delighted for him, it’s been a long 
three and a half months, and he has worked re¬ 
ally hard in the gym with the fitness coach to get 
where he is.” 

The university arrived in confident mood after 
a good run of results that had taken them into 
the top six in their first season in the league. 

They survived an early alarm when Greg 
Draper chipped narrowly wide for the high flying 
hosts on nine minutes, but sounded a warning 
six minutes later when Charlie Corsby’s power¬ 
ful strike was tipped over by keeper Paul Har¬ 
rison. 

But the students were ahead on 19 minutes 
when a slip by defender Connell Rawlinson on 
the edge of his box presented an opening that 
saw Will Evans finish from close range. 

Undaunted, the Saints were back on the at¬ 
tack with several promising openings before 
getting back on terms on 34 minutes when Ed¬ 
wards tucked away the loose ball after Chris 
Seargeant’s header was met by a terrific save 
from the Met’s keeper Will Fuller. 

With their 100 per cent record under threat, 
the defending champions cranked up the pres¬ 
sure after the break, Simon Spender smashing 
one effort over from effort and Ryan Brobbel 
heading at Fuller. 

After a number of goalmouth skirmishes, TNS 
finally got their noses in front in the 82nd min¬ 
ute when university defender Lewis could only 
put the ball into his own net as the hosts pep¬ 
pered a packed goalmouth. 

The visitors pushed for a reply, being denied 
by a vital block from Rawlinson on the edge of 
the box, while at the other end Fuller was again 
called into action with a fine save before being 
beaten again by second-half substitute Ciesle¬ 
wicz who marked his return by gleefully sealing 
victory. 


Slow start so costly for Llanfair 



Llanfair’s Luke Gethin clears the ball off the line against Caersws. ■ Pic: Jonathan Richards. 


LLANFAIR United paid the price 
for a shaky start as they conceded 
twice in the first three minutes in 
their 2-1 home defeat to Caersws 
to dent their revival in the Huws 
Gray Cymru Alliance. 

Having eased their basement 
concerns in recent weeks, United 
were looking to continue the good 
work against their Powys rivals, 
but were downed by two quick- 
fire strikes from Craig Harris at 
a sodden Mount Field. 

“You can’t give teams a two 
goal start and expect to win, but 
we can take positives from the 
way we came back against side 
that is third in the table,” said 
boss Rhys Stephens. “It was a 
good end-to-end derby game.” 

The Bluebirds made a flying 
start with Will Thomas breaking 
down the left in the first minute 
before crossing for Harris to fire 
home at the far post. 

And moments later that lead 
was doubled in similar circum¬ 
stances as this time Jojo Har¬ 
ries raced down the flank before 
his cross was met by a neat fin¬ 
ish from Craig Harris who gave 
keeper Chris Brown no chance. 

Two goals to the good in three 
minutes, Caersws had chances 
to have been further ahead after 


bossing the early stages, with 
Brown called to make some 
timely saves. 

Paul Griffiths then fired just 
wide at the other end as Llanfair 
looked to steady the ship, and 
Marc Jones had a low strike well 
saved by keeper Luke Evans. 

Andrew Hughes was then pre¬ 
sented with a great chance just 
inside the penalty area but his 
powerful strike went high and 
wide of the goal. 

But United were back on terms 
from a corner on 18 minutes 
when Caersws failed to deal with 
the ball, goalkeeper Evans elected 
to kick clear rather than pick 
up and smashed his clearance 
against Ryan Davies and into the 
empty net. Davies was then called 
into action the other end when 
Will Thomas’ effort was deflected 
by Brown towards goal, only for 
Davies to get back in time to clear 
off the line. 

As the half drew to an end, 
United’s James Davies whipped 
in a free kick hard and low, and 
Marc Jones pounced only for his 
effort to be blocked from close in. 

After the break, Llanfair 
started brightly and should have 
equalised on 50 minutes when 
Luke Gethin and Nashawn Blake 


were unable to capitalise on a 
goalmouth scramble. The game 
became very lively with a few late 
challenges on what was now a dif¬ 
ficult, heavy and wet pitch as the 
rain kept falling heavily. 

Blake went agonisingly close 
again on 68 minutes when sliding 
in to connect with an inviting low 
cross at the back post by James 
Davies, but was just inches away 
from slotting the ball into the net. 

Llanfair were now piling on the 
pressure and James Davies came 
close when his curled effort went 
just wide of the back post. 

Bluebirds keeper Luke Evans 
then pulled off a smart save from 
an Andrew Hughes header from 
a corner, then fumbled the result¬ 
ing flag kick before the ball was 
cleared off the line. 

In a frantic final few minutes, 
Llanfair peppered the Caersws 
box with crosses, but couldn’t find 
the right targets as the Bluebirds 
held on to take all three points. 

■ Llanfair United will host 
Cefn Druids in the last 16 of the 
Welsh Cup after the Welsh Pre¬ 
mier side saw off Llantwit Major 
2-0 in their delayed third round 
tie with second half goals from 
Mike Pritchard (penalty) and 
Corey Roper. 


Griffiths on mark with brace for Uan 


MARC Griffiths scored twice as Llanrhaeadr kept 
their flag flying in the Spar Mid Wales League Cup 
with a 4-2 victory over Machynlleth in the second 
round. 

Victory, in a scrappy encounter, took Llan into the 
last eight, but the villagers struggled to raise their 
game after the previous week’s terrific 2-1 success 
over title chasing Rhayader Town. 

They made a bright start but fell behind some¬ 
what against the run of play before levelling on the 
half hour when Griffiths headed his first from a cor¬ 
ner by Iain Edmunds. 

Two minutes later, they were in front when Glenn 
Evans nodded in from another Edmunds flag kick, 
and five minutes after the break Griffiths bagged 
his second of the game after latching onto a pass 
from Endaf Owens. 

Edmunds then made it 4-1 on the hour when 
netting from an Iwan Matthews back header, be¬ 
fore Mach reduced the arrears with a penalty late 
on after substitute Matty Evans had handled in the 
box. 

A goal from loan Humphreys was enough to see 
Carno progress to the last eight with a 1-0 passage 
at home to Aberaeron 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


Second division DYFFRYN BANW bowed out 
with a 2-1 exit at first division Radnor Valley in the 
day’s other cup action. 

WELSHPOOL remain deep in basement trouble 
in the Spar Mid Wales League division one after 
being downed 2-0 at high-riding Rhayader Town. 

Goals in each half from Ifan Burrell and Ashley 
Jones saw the Red Kites prevail in a dominant dis¬ 
play. 

Defeat kept the Lilywhites second from bot¬ 
tom, one place below Tywyn Bryncrug who were 
thumped 11-2 away to Hay St Mary’s whose Steve 
Morgan scored five times. 

BERRIEW stayed top on goal difference after 
stretching their unbeaten run to 15 games with a 
rain drenched 3-0 verdict at home to Bow Street, 
with Rob Pritchard scoring twice and Karl Seliaerts 
also finding the net. 

With just one win to their names this season, 
MONTGOMERY continue to prop up the table, 
four points adrift of Welshpool, after being downed 
5-2 at Llandrindod Wells. 


Fortunes are looking up for Llanidloes Town who 
maintained their revival with a 3-0 home success 
against 10-man Knighton Town, Josh Matthews 
scoring twice and Rhys D Evans getting the other. 

Victory lifted the Daffs up to seventh in the table 
while the visitors had Mark Jones sent off for a poor 
challenge early in the second half. 

Kerry kept up their promotion push in division 
two with a 4-1 victory at LLANSANFFRAID 
VILLAGE, courtesy of two goals apiece from Daryl 
McWatt and Mark Hughes. 

The win took the Lambs joint top with leaders 
Borth United who somewhat surprisingly crashed 
4-1 away to Newbridge 

At the other end of the table, FOUR CROSSES 
slipped into the bottom two after suffering a 4-1 
loss at basement rivals Presteigne who prevailed 
through Justin Davies and a Josh Griffiths hat- 
trick. 

Mid-table Churchstoke put paid in-form Aber¬ 
ystwyth University 3-0 with three first half goals, 
Dolgellau overcame Builth Wells 4-1 to consolidate 
third position, while Abermule’s trip to lowly Peny- 
bont was postponed. 


Churchstoke 
shooters are 
hoping to be 
the top guns 

THE Montgomeryshire & District 
Airgun League is shaping up to be 
of the most competitive for many 
years with the influx of young 
shooters raising the standard. 

League leaders Churchstoke 
made the trip to the Black Lion 
to take on an improving Llanfair 
team who are in the process of re¬ 
building. 

With several other teams hot on 
their heels, it was vital Church¬ 
stoke went back home with a win 
and they started off brilliantly 
with a magnificent 35.4 (max 35.7) 
from Jane Thomas who proved to 
be the shooter of the week. 

Despite a gallant effort by the 
home side, and with consistent 
shooting throughout the team, 
they came out winners by a score 
of 202.0 to 192.9 

Elsewhere in the AE Autoelec¬ 
trical sponsored league, Arddleen 
entertained Guildsfield B at The 
Horseshoe, a real top half shoot 
out with both sides needing the 
win to stay in touch with the lead¬ 
ers. 

Despite some excellent shoot¬ 
ing by the visitors, consistent top 
notch shooting by the home team 
saw them take the match by a 
score of 208.1 to 196.1 with the 
home team’s Nick Parr, Martin 
Pearce and Richard Lewis scoring 
possibles of 35.2, 35.4 and 35.5 re¬ 
spectively. 

Guilsfield A travelled to the 
Wagon and Horses to take on the 
newly formed Newtown team with 
the encounter turning out to be a 
classic. 

Don Corbett started the ball 
rolling for the home team with a 
superb 35.4 possible, and the ex¬ 
cellent shooting continued by both 
teams with scores of 33s and 34s in 
abundance. 

However, in the end, the away 
side managed to hang on for the 
win by only .5 of a mark 201.2 to 
200.7, Having a high score of 200 
and coming second is a rare event 
just went to show the quality of 
shooting by both teams in the 
standout match. 

The Castle Caereinion team en¬ 
tertained a revitalized Crew Green 
A at The Red Lion and were out to 
show that the top teams are there 
to be shot at, and they did not dis¬ 
appoint. 

The away side, with a man 
down, could not match the consist¬ 
ency of the home team’s 33s and 
34s who went on to take the match 
203.1 to 194.1 

Crew Green B, another of those 
teams needing to keep pace with 
the leaders, entertained an im¬ 
proving Forden team at the Admi¬ 
ral Rodney. 

It turned out to be a low scor¬ 
ing affair with the ladies taking 
the honours on the night with Sue 
Brown top scoring for the home 
team with 34.4 and Cloe Jones 
high scoring for the away side with 
34.3. 

Home advantage was key in the 
end with Crew Green taking the 
match 195.5 to 185.5. 
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Llanfyllin are 
marching on 
with cup win 

TWO goals apiece from Lee Griffiths 
and Matty Evans steered Llanfyllin 
Town to a 4-1 victory at Newtown 
Wanderers in the third round of the 
Montgomeryshire Newtown AFC 
League Cup. 

Meanwhile, Guilsfield reserves are 
up to fourth in the Montgomeryshire 
League division one after securing a 
5-3 verdict at lowly Llanymynech. 

Maesyrhandir are a point clear at 
the top of division two courtesy of a 
4-3 win against Trewern United. 

Results 

Division one: Caersws Res v Llanrhaeadr res 
(post), Llanymynech 3 Guilsfield Res 5, Meifod v 
Berriew Res (post) Division two: Abermule Re¬ 
serves v Welshpool Town Res (post), Bishop’s 
Castle 6 Carno Res 0, Llangedwyn 3 Trefonen 
2, Maesyrhandir 4 Trewern United 3, Waterloo 
Rovers Reserves 7 Llanfechain 0. Newtown AFC 
League Cup round three: Newtown Wanderers 1 
Llanfyllin 4. 

■ Waterloo Rovers’ Emrys Mor¬ 
gan Cup tie at Borth United reserves 
was postponed. The winners will 
visit Guilsfield in the fourth round. 

Draw: Bont v Hay St Marys, Llanfyllin v Lla- 
nilar, Guilsfield v Borth or Waterloo (Jan 21,2017), 
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Town suffer 
rare defeat 
on the road 



FC Oswestry Town goalkeeper Rich 
Cowdroy punches clear at Prestwich 

FC OSWESTRY Town are gearing up for 
a tough spell as they look to get back on 
track in the Hallmark North West Coun¬ 
ties League division one. 

After suffering a 5-2 loss at impressive 
Prestwich Heys - their first defeat after 
five straight wins - Town slipped out of 
the play-off positions and down to eighth 
in the table. 

They will need to up their game as 
they embark on three more games 
against the league’s leading sides, start¬ 
ing with Saturday’s encounter against 
third placed Charnock Richard at Park 
Hall (3pm). 

“A defeat like this has been coming 
in the last three games,” said manager 
Mike Barton. “Although we’ve been win¬ 
ning, the performances have not been as 
good as the results. 

“But we have to move on quickly. 
We’ve got three of the top six teams 
coming up, and hopefully we can get a 
few players back, and maybe one or two 
new signings. 

“Prestwich looked very lively, one of 
the best teams we have played this sea¬ 
son, and they will be up there come the 
end of the season.” 

Defender Alun Morris is a notable ab¬ 
sentee following a nose operation, but 
Barton has made a move to sign Steve 
Jones from Spar Mid Wales League side 
Llanidloes Town. 

Town’s next three games are home to 
Charnock Richard on Saturday, followed 
by a Boxing Day trip to second placed 
Whitchurch Alport and a home fixture 
against Sandbach United, who lie sixth, 
on New Year’s Eve. 

FC Oswestry Town reserves, who saw 
their unbeaten run in the Mercian Re¬ 
gional League division one halted with 
a 7-1 hammering at Craven Arms Town 
the week before, bounced back with a 6-4 
victory over basement strugglers Denso 
to consolidate their top six place. 

Meanwhile, ST MARTINS VIL¬ 
LAGE crashed 9-3 at Stoke Heath to 
remain in the lower reaches of the table. 

cobra's Cup date 

COBRA welcome local rugby rivals 
Welshpool in their annual Nick Whiff- 
en Memorial Cup final on Tuesday, De¬ 
cember 27 (2pm). Without a game last 
weekend, COBRA host Colwyn Bay in 
the league on Saturday. 


Uanfair look to get back in groove 


LLANFAIR United will want to avoid being 
dragged back towards basement danger in the 
Huws Gray Cymru Alliance when they head to 
bogey side Gresford Athletic on Saturday (2pm). 

United remain a healthy ninth in the table de¬ 
spite their 2-1 home loss to Powys rivals Caersws 
last weekend, and boss Rhys Stephens will be 
anxious his side are not pulled back into trouble. 

Despite their creditable mid-table standing, 
just a few points separate a number of sides below 
them in a congested table. 

“Another defeat for us, and a win for some of 
the other teams below, and we’re right back down 
the table again,” said Stephens. 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


“It’s going to be tough as we’ve not got a good 
record against Gresford who beat us three times 
last year. Despite losing to Caersws last week, we 
can take positives from our performance against 
a side that is third in the table. 

“It was a good end-to-end derby game, but we 
paid for an awful start when we conceded two 
goals in the first three minutes. You can’t give 
teams a two goal start.” 

Llanfair now know they will host Cefn Druids 
in the last 16 of the Welsh Cup in the New Year 


after the Welsh Premier side saw off Llantwit 
Major 2-0 in their delayed third round tie. 

GUILSFIELD, who slipped to fifth in the table 
after their 3-0 home loss to leaders Prestatyn 
Town, bid to bounce back at Holyhead Hotspur. 

Boss Dan Barton will be looking for a reaction, 
but injuries disrupt the plans with Mark Davies, 
Adam Jenkins, Stuart Rogers and Louis Irvine 
all facing fitness checks, while Aeron Edwards is 
likely to be out along with suspended Jake Cook. 

Reflecting on the Prestatyn reverse, Barton 
said: “They are a big physical team, but I thought 
we dealt with it well in the first half, but in the 
second we were not really in the game.” 


SAINTS TOLD TO 
MIND THE GAP 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


THE New Saints embark on 
one of their toughest tests of 
the season when they visit Gap 
Connah’s Quay in Saturday’s 
televised clash (5.15pm). 

The record-breaking Saints have stormed clear 
of the Dafabet Welsh Premier title-chasing pack 
this season, but now come up against a Connah’s 
Quay side who are still unbeaten in the league at 
their Deeside Stadium, with five wins and four 
draws, while conceding just four goals. 

Gap cemented second spot with their 1-0 win 
over Cefn Druids in midweek, taking them six 
points clear of Bala Town in third place to remain 
in good shape for another summer in Europe. 

Saints boss Craig Harrison is under no illusion 
his high fliers will have to be at their ruthless 
best against a side who have proved troublesome 
opponents in the past, having won when the two 
teams met at the Deeside Stadium last term. 

The sides have already met three times this 
season with TNS winning 3-0 at home in the 
league, before having a real battle when they 
came face to face in the semi-final of the Nathan¬ 
iel MG Cup last month. 

The first clash was finely poised at 2-2 when 
fog forced it to be abandoned, before a strike 
from Scott Quigley earned the Saints a hard- 
fought 1-0 win in the rearranged tie. The two 
now meet in the league in a game to be televised 
live by S4C’s Sgorio, with the Saints looking to 
extend their record breaking winning run. 

Although the season is barely half way, victory 
this weekend would take the defending champi¬ 
ons another step towards retaining the league 
title, such has been their dominance. 

TNS have a couple of injury worries surround¬ 
ing Jamie Mullan and Robbie Parry, but winger 
Adrian Cieslewicz marked his return to fitness 
following a serious head injury by scoring when 
appearing as substitute in last week’s 3-1 victory 
against Cardiff Met. 

“It’s been a tough week with games against 
Cardiff Met, Rhyl and Gap Connah’s Quay, and 
if we still have a 100 per cent record come Sat¬ 
urday, then I will be very happy,” said boss Craig 
Harrison. 


Brothers in swim for medals 



Dan Jones and his brother Morgan are making waves in the swimming pool 


WELSHPOOL swimming brothers Morgan 
and Dan Jones continue to make their mark 
in the pool with sizzling displays in the Welsh 
National Short Course Championships. 

The duo, who swim for Oswestry Otters 
where Dan is the club captain, both achieved 
personal best times in all events at the meeting. 

Sixteen-year-old Morgan is now Welsh Na¬ 
tional champion in three events in the 15/16 
age group, while also picking up two bronze 
medals and a fourth place. Not to be outdone, 
older brother Dan, 20, who is chasing a place 
in the Welsh Commonwealth Games squad, 
bagged three silver medals and a string of good 
personal best times in the over-17 age group. 

Morgan has also moved into the top 25 swim¬ 
mers in Britain for his age after achieving a 
clean sweep of six gold medals out of six events 
in the Midland Championships, which earned 


him an invitation to compete at the British Na¬ 
tional Championships in the summer. 

Morgan was also selected to represent Wales 
for the UK School Games held at Loughbor¬ 
ough University which was an amazing expe¬ 
rience. Dan also competed at the Midlands 
championships and brought home a brace of 
British National medals. 

He now prepares for an important 12 months 
that will see he continue to train full time with 
the Welsh squad and Swansea Aquatics, and is 
currently on track to reach his target of being 
selected for the Commonwealth Games squad. 

Dan is off to Australia in January for an in¬ 
tense training camp before heading back home 
for British Championships in April. He thanked 
all his backers, in particular local businesses 
Rikki Lloyd butchers for his continued spon¬ 
sorship, and Rambo and Chris at Best Kebab. 


Goal machine 
Davies wins 
league award 

IN-FORM striker Richard Davies has 
seen his goalscoring exploits rewarded 
by being named player of the month 
for November in the Spar Mid Wales 
League division one. 

The Berriew hot-shot has netted 29 
goals, with four hat-tricks in his last six 
outings, to help his side move top of the 
table on goal difference. 

The 20-year-old front runner marked 
his 50th appearance for the club in the 
recent win against Welshpool, and has 
bagged 55 goals to date. 

The Rhiewsiders have now stretched 
their unbeaten run to 15 games after 
last weekend’s 3-0 home win over Bow 
Street. 

Llanidloes Town chief Hugh Clarke 
was the first division manager of the 
month after seeing his side climb into 
the top half the table. 

Llansantffraid Village front runner 
Nathan Prodger was the second division 
player for November, while Aberystwyth 
University’s Sean Fahey was the man¬ 
ager of the month. 

WELSHPOOL, meanwhile, will be 
chasing much needed points to ease 
their basement plight in the first divi¬ 
sion when they host Hay St Mary’s on 
Saturday. 

Pool currently lie second from bot¬ 
tom, four points above table propping 
MONTGOMERY who themselves bid to 
stop the rot at home to Llanidloes Town. 

Having defeated high flying Rhayader 
Town a couple of weeks ago, LLAR- 
HAEADR will hope to make more 
ground on the leading pack in their test¬ 
ing clash at Bow Street. 

The big game of the weekend sees joint 
leaders Rhayader entertain third placed 
Carno on Friday night. Pacesetters Ber¬ 
riew have a watching brief as they are 
without any action, and boss Dave Jones 
can reflect on a terrific campaign to date. 

“We have at times played some bril¬ 
liant football, especially going forward 
where we are a constant threat, and 
we are currently the top scorers in the 
league by some distance,” he said. 

“Hopefully we can maintain it in the 
second half of the season, both in the 
league, where we have some very tough 
games including trips to Rhayader, 
Carno, Llanrhaeadr and Hay, and also 
in the three cups we are still in.” 

Berriew, meanwhile, have been drawn 
at home to Welshpool in the quarter-fi¬ 
nals of the Montgomeryshire Cup. 

Clarke gets chance 
with Lions on tour 

OSWESTRY batsman Joe Clarke has 
been included in the England Lions 
squad to tour Sri Lanka in February and 
March. 

The Worcestershire ace, 20, who re¬ 
cently featured in the Lions’ victories 
against UAE and Afghanistan in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi, been named for both the 
four-day and the 50-overs series. 

He will be joined by England openers 
Keaton Jennings and Haseeb Hameed 
who impressed in the England senior 
tour of India. 

The Lions will play two four-day 
matches against Sri Lanka A and a five- 
match one-day series, though the sched¬ 
ule is yet to be finalised. 



THINKING OF SELLING OR 
LETTING YOUR PROPERTY? 

FOR A FREE MARKET APPRAISAL 

Contact award winning agent Samuel Wood & Co 
01743 272710 Sales / 01743 272720 Lettings 

www.samuelwood.co.uk 
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